RAIN-SENSING  WIPERS. 
SELF-SEALING  TIRES. 
TRACTION  CONTROL. 

(TIME  RUNNING  LAMPS. 
-LOCK  BRAKES. 
STABILITRAK. 
IFLATION  MONITOR. 
PASS-KEY  III. 

Obviously,  it's  important.  And  no  other  car  in  its  class* 
has  a  longer  list  of  qualifications. 


The  re-engineered  2000  LeSabre.With  the  PASS-Key®  III  theft-deterrent  system. 
And  available  StabiliTrak®  for  impressive  steering  control.  Get  the  details  with  our 
free  brochure  or  CD-ROM.  Visit  www.lesabre.com  or  call  I-800-4A-BUICK. 

2000  LESABRE  BY  BUICK^ 

,  PEACE    OF    MIND  ^ 
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Arthritis  ■  Painfree  in  2  weeks! 


After  suffering  for  years,  this 
is  exactly  what  happened  to 
me.  I  spent  $2,000  on  pills, 
creams,  chiropractors, 
acupuncture,  magnetic  devices 
and  physiotherapy.  No  relief 
until  I  took  shark  cartilage 
capsules  for  2  weeks  and  all 
pain  was  gone.  More  real 
people.  Honest  experiences: 

MIRACULOUS     says  Eveline  Frigault, 

hosier,  NB.  Pain  is  90%  less  in  2  weeks. 
Suffered  for  10  years.  Tried  all  drugs.  Thank 
you  very  much.  •  BETTER  THAN  WONDER 
DRUG.  Pain  free  knees  after  3  bottles  of  BELL 
shark  cartilage.  Endured  8  years  of  agony.  New 
wonder  drug  helped  only  a  little  says  Ron 
Satkowiak,  Oregon,  OH.  •  ABSOLUTELY 
BLOODY  MARVELOUS  writes  Steve  Greene, 
Orangeville  ON.  Had  arthritis  pain  for  years.  3 
weeks  and  pain  is  nearly  gone.  •  SPENT 
$1,000  FOR  EPIDURAL  shot.  Didn't  help. 
BELL  shark  cartilage  brought  major  relief 
quickly.  Genaro  Villanuera,  Gallop  NM.  •  SO 
HELP  ME  GOD,  YOU  SAVED  ME  FROM 
HELL!  I  lived  a  life  of  arthritis  misery,  pain  and 
depression.  I  tried  all  the  doctors  and  pills. 
Thanks  to  your  ad  I  am  pain  free  at  last.  - 
Elsbeth  Helfrich,  N.  Vancouver  BC.  •  NOW 
WALKS  FOR  MILES  Could  not  walk  more 
than  a  few  hundred  yards.  Now  I  can  go  for  2 
mile  walks  with  only  minor  discomfort  thanks  to 
you.  -  Harlan  Brannan,  Rathdrum  ID.  • 
Skeptical?  Read  another  100(!)  testimonials  like 
these  and  print  out  our  Arthritis  Journal  on  our 
web  site  www.belldistributors.com/shark. 
Hundreds    more    in    our   files.    Many  are 


completely  pain  free.  Others  have  80%  or  90% 
less  pains.  Some  have  relief  in  2  weeks.  Others 
in  4-6  weeks.  Draw  your  own  conclusions  from 
these  letters.  There  is  no  need  to  give  advice  or 
make  claims.  NO  KNOWN  SIDE  EFFECTS. 
Not  a  drug.  A  natural  remedy.  Judging  by  the 
response,  it  helped  about  98%  -  almost 
everybody.  Proven  effective.  Very  inexpensive. 
Lots  of  letters  saying  •  I  can  move  my  fingers 
again  and  do  my  housework.  9  I  can  sleep  pain 
free  for  the  first  time  in  15  years.  •  I  can  lift  my 
arms  again.  •  Rheumatoid  pain  in  my  joints  is 
down  90%.  •  Can  climb  stairs  without  hanging 
on  to  the  railing.  •  Can  walk  now  for  hours.  • 
Fact  is  by  now  thousands  of  people  are  off 
Medicare  and  are  having  their  quality  of  life 
restored.  They  write  that  they  suffered  10,  20  or 
30  years.  Printed  on  every  bottle  is  my  sincere 
promise  to  you:  liTill£iM5HU*l;BiTi[*]?l  Jl 
ESBMiai  Only  BELL  shark  cartilage 
carries  this  guarantee.  100  capsules  of  750mg 
are  only  $19.95  per  bottle.  Minimum  3  bottles 
(you  have  to  take  it  for  2-3  weeks  12  per  day). 
You  have  a  choice  now  to  try  it  or  keep  on 
suffering  needlessly.  I  cannot 
do  more.  Mail  or  phone  orders 
delivered  in  a  few  days  by 
UPS.  Send  check  for  $59.85 
for  3  or  use  VISA  or 
MASTERCARD  (You  can  a 
trust  us).  Bell  Distributors  | 
USA,  07090  68th  Street,  Unit  I 
L,  South  Haven  MI,  49090.  1-1 
800-333-7995.  Give  this  ad  to  * 
a  friend.  Nicest  thing  you  can  I 
do.  Sold  all  over  North 
America.  Dealer  or  chain 
store  inquiries  welcome. 
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NEVER  RAKE  AGAIN!  m 

INTRODUCING  THE  INCREDIBLE 

Cyclone  Rake 

EFFORTLESSLY  REMOVE  LEAVES... 
...TALL  WET  GRASS. ..EVEN  LAWN  DEBRIS! 

...10  times  faster  than  raking,  blowing 

and  hauling  when  you  use  the 
revolutionary  CYCLONE  RAKE™ 

You'll  never  dread  field  or  yard  clean-up  again  once  you  use 
the  Cyclone  Rake™  5HP  engine  driven  vacuum-mulcher  hitches 
to  any  riding  mower.  You  can  easily  sweep  and  pulverize  tons  of 
leaves,  acres  of  grass  cuttings,  pine  cones,  sticks  and  more  with 
10  times  the  lifting  power  of  mowers.  Power  mulching  reduces 
volume  5  to  8  times.  200  gallon  capacity  lets  you  whiz  through 
huge  areas  without  stopping.  Automatically  bag  for  curbside 
pick-up  or  power  unload  to  your  compost  heap  even  over  a  wall 
or  right  up  a  hill!  And  when  you're  done,  it  folds  flat  without 
tools  for  compact  storage.  Affordable  for  home  or  business. 

So,  WHY  STRUGGLE  with  rakes 
mowers,  blowers,  or  mulchers 

that  jam  and  clog? 
Mail  the  coupon  at  right  for     !  mm 
FULL  INFORMATION  about    !  addf 
the  amazing  CYCLONE  RAKE!  !  city 
TOLL  FREE  1 -(800)962-861 7  ' 


i  YES!  Please  rush  me  FULL  INFORMATION 

i  on  the  revolutionary  CYCLONE  RAKE™  and 
j  special  pre-season  sale  prices. 


TO:  WOODLAND  POWER  PRODUCTS,  INC.  Dept.  AL  • 
,  n  .1998.  _woo?iand    72  Acton  St.,  West  Haven,  CT  0651 6 
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Rick  Monday  snatches  an  American  Flag  fi 
would-be  flag  burners. 

All-Star  Patriotic  Hera 

I,  ALONG  WITH  MANY  other  Amer- 
icans, was  overjoyed  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  passed  the  amend- 
ment to  protect  the  American  Flag. 
Let's  hope  and  pray  the  Senate  does 
the  same. 

In  August's  "Flag  News"  there  was 
a  picture  of  Rick  Monday  of  the 
Chicago  Cubs  saving  our  flag  from 
burning.  I  had  never  seen  nor  heard  of 
this  before  and  cannot  understand  why 
more  wasn't  made  of  Monday's  gal- 
lant respect  for  our  national  symbol. 

When  an  Olympic  contestant  can 
throw  his  medal  away  in  a  flagrant 
show  of  disdain  for  this  country  and 
then  become  a  national  hero,  it  seems 
to  me  that  something  in  our  thinking  is 
way  out  of  whack.  Monday  is  a  hero, 
and  from  this  day  forward  I  will 
always  remember  his  name  and  what 
he  did. 

-  Gloria  Memmola 
West  Long  Beach,  N.J. 

Fielder's  Greatest  Play 

THANKS  FOR  THE  PICTURE  of 
Rick  Monday  snatching  the  flag 
away  from  intended  desecration. 

I  watched  the  game  on  TV  and 
was  thrilled  when  I  realized  what 
was  happening.  To  Rick  Monday, 
wherever  you  are,  thanks  for  saving 
Old  Glory  from  this  heinous  act  of 
desecration.  You  are  a  real  patriot. 
America  needs  more  people  like 
you. 

-  Lawrence  Bookheimer 
Fayetteville,  Pa. 

The  Emotion  of  the  Flag 

THERE  IS  NO  WAY  to  express  the 
feeling  for  our  national  flag  to  someone 


who  has  not  experienced  the  feeling 
that  you  are  overcome  with  when  you 
hear  the  playing  and  singing  of  our 
National  Anthem  as  our  precious  red, 
white  and  blue  is  raised  with  all  its 
glory.  It  is  the  tingle  in  your  back  that 
you  feel  as  you  visualize  Francis  Scott 
Key  writing  those  magnificent  words  as 
he  watches  the  bombardment  of  Balti- 
more's Fort  McHenry.  It's  the  feeling 
of  peace  you  derive  as  you  stand  on  a 
parade  field,  listening  to  the  band  while 
you  present  arms  as  Old  Glory  is  being 
lowered  for  the  day.  The  Stars  and 
Stripes  is  the  most  recognized  symbol 
around  the  world,  standing  for  strength, 
freedom,  equality  and  justice;  and,  as  a 
beacon  of  hope  for  all  not  fortunate 
enough  to  live  in  America. 

I  join  millions  of  others  in  urging 
the  passage  of  a  constitutional  amend- 
ment to  protect  our  flag,  as  the  national 
monument  that  it  is,  from  desecration. 
The  proposed  statute  will  not  withstand 
a  constitutional  challenge  with  the 
Supreme  Court's  current  composition, 
and  it  is  foolish  to  believe  otherwise. 
-Marion  N.  Mickelson,  Florala,  Ala. 


.  3 


T1 


while  on  foreign  soil  gave  me  a  chill- 
ing, yet  humble  feeling  of  honor  know- 
ing it  represented  the  greatest  country 
in  this  world,  of  which  I  was  a  part.  It  is 
a  reminder  of  the  many  who  fought  and 
died  for  the  values  upon  which  our 
nation  was  born.  It  is  those  values, 
which  are  now  being  objected  to  by  the 
senators  from  North  Dakota. 

I  am  ashamed  to  be  associated  with 
them  by  heritage.  The  people  of  North 
Dakota  deserve  greater  representation 
than  what  these  two  can  offer.  My  only 
hope  is  that  they  be  voted  out  of  office. 
-  Cal  Hetzler,  San  Antonio,  Texas 

Modern-Cay  Holocaust 

ON  THE  QUESTION  "Should  par- 
tial-birth abortions  be  banned?" 
("Big  Issues,"  August)  Sheila  Jack- 
son Lee,  D-Texas,  came  up  with  that 
same  phony  justification  for  murder- 
ing babies  and  to  keep  it  legal.  When 
she  writes,  "Despite  any  arguments 
to  the  contrary,  the  law  still  main- 
tains that  a  woman  has  the  ultimate 
right  to  choose."  In  other  words,  the 
woman  has  the  right  to  do  with  her 
body  what  she  wants.  I'm  no  lawyer, 
but  my  common  sense  tells  me  that  if 
that  were  true  then  taking  drugs,  like 
cocaine  or  pot,  and  prostitution 
would  be  legal  since  that  would  also 
come  under  the  definition. 

Abortion  isn't  right  and  a  question 
of  a  freedom,  but  is  a  Holocaust  that 


Democratic  Senators  Byron  Dorgan  and  Kent 
Conrad  of  North  Dakota. 

Ashamed  of  Senators 

WATCHING  THE  PAST  few  months, 
I've  noticed  you've  done  a  tremendous 
job  with  articles  on  the  flag  amendment. 

However,  I  read  with  shame,  disgust 
and  embarrassment  about  the  votes  of 
the  two  senators  from  North  Dakota 
(Byron  Dorgan  and  Kent  Conrad)  who 
consistently  oppose  the  Flag  Amend- 
ment. As  a  native  of  North  Dakota,  I 
spent  the  first  23  years  of  my  life  there.  I 
can  assure  you  that  the  values  I  learned 
in  that  great  state  differ  greatly  from  the 
values  these  two  now  demonstrate.  It  is 
quite  obvious  neither  of  them  has  served 
in  the  military  or  appreciates  the  honor 
of  serving  this  country  under  such  a 
beautiful  symbol. 

Watching  Old  Glory  pass  before  me 


The  American  Legion  Magazine 
welcomes  letters  concerning  articles 
that  appear  in  the  publication.  Letter 
writers  are  also  encouraged  to  submit 
photographs  of  themselves  for 
possible  publication  with  their  letters. 
Be  sure  to  include  your  hometown 
and  a  daytime  phone  number  for 
verification.  All  letters  are  subject  to 
editing.  Send  your  opinions  to: 

The  American  Legion  Magazine 
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Please  mail  by  November  30,  1999. 

The  Franklin  Mint 

Franklin  Center,  PA  19091-0001 

Please  enter  my  order  for  Eagle  of  the  Last  Frontier 

Collector  Tankard,  created  by  renowned  wildlife  artist 

Ted  Blaylock.  I  need  SEND  NO  MONEY  NOW.  I  will  be  billed 

$37.50*  when  my  tankard  is  ready  to  be  sent. 

*Plus  my  state  sales  tax  and  $3.95  shipping  and  handling. 


ALL  ORDERS  ARE  SUBJECT  TO  ACCEPTANCE 


MR/MRS/MISS_ 
ADDRESS  


PLEASE  PRINT  CLEARLY 


20551-44-001 

THE  FRANKLIN  MINT 


people  like  Jackson  Lee  want  to  keep 
legal  in  order  to  correct  a  "mistake" 
or  "momentary  indiscretion"  or  to 
select  a  particular  sex  of  the  baby. 
All  the  abortionists'  excuses  are  a 
crock.  The  murders  and  extermina- 
tions of  Jews,  Gypsies  and  other 
"undesirables"  are  no  different  than 
the  murder  and  exterminations  of 
unwanted  children. 

-Armin  Feger,  Muncy  Valley,  Pa. 

Credit  Due  Veterans 

SHORTLY  AFTER  reading  the  article, 
"Veterans  urged  to  press  for  adequate 
VA  funding,"  (August)  I  watched  a  TV 
newscast.  On  the  same  newscast  the 
reporter  announced  two  conflicting 
realities.  On  one  hand  he  announced 
the  federal  government  is  cutting  back 
on  veterans'  benefits.  On  the  other  hand 
the  reporter  was  exuberant  over  the 
ongoing  construction  of  a  multi-billion 
dollar  space  station.  Elected  officials 
and  elected  legislators  don't  compre- 
hend that  the  space  station  wouldn't  be 
in  the  process  of  construction  without 
the  sacrifices,  wounds  and  deaths  of 
veterans.  They  simply  do  not  get  it. 

-  Charles  J.  Sippel 
Horseshoe  Bend,  Ark. 


Staubach's  proud  parents,  Bob  and  Elizabeth, 
admire  their  Naval  Academy  graduate  in  1965. 


Lite  Hall-of-Famer 

A  COLLEAGUE  faxed  me  a  copy  of 
your  article  entitled  "Cowboy  Inherits 
Mother's  Faith  (September)."  I  read 
every  word  of  it. 


As  a  Staubach  employee  who  works 
closely  with  Roger,  I  was  truly  moved. 
I  see  Roger  regularly;  he's  in  the  office 
and  works  as  a  real  estate  executive 
every  day.  I've  interacted  with  him  for 
five-plus  years;  yet  I  was  not  aware  of 
the  moving  personal  stories  you  cov- 
ered. Thank  you  for  sharing. 

I  am  always  touched  by  Roger's 
sincerity  and  genuineness.  He  is  truly 
a  "Life"  Hall  of  Famer.  Roger's 
unselfish,  benevolent,  caring  personal- 
ity shines  through  in  his  every  endeav- 
or. In  the  movie,  "As  Good  as  it  Gets," 
Jack  Nicholson  so  succinctly  said  to 
Helen  Hunt,  "You  make  me  want  to 
be  a  better  man." 

Roger  Staubach  does  just  that  to 
those  of  us  who  are  fortunate  enough 
to  work  with  him. 

-  Betty  Johnson,  Dallas,  Texas 


September  issue  of  The  American  Legion  Magazine. 


Everyone  Has  a  Story 

THE  SEPTEMBER  ISSUE  is  the  best  I 
have  read  since  I  have  been  a  member.  I 
read  every  story  word-for-word.  It 
makes  me  sure  of  the  fact  that  America 
is  made  up  of  more  than  250  million 
people,  and  each  one  has  a  story  to  tell. 

These  people,  just  the  everyday  Joes, 
make  up  America.  I'm  glad  to  see  their 
stories  were  told  instead  of  the  million- 
dollar  rock  stars. 

I  will  store  this  issue  away,  and  when 
I  need  to  get  my  thoughts  straight  on  the 
good  old  U.S.A.,  I'll  get  this  issue  out 
and  read  it  again  front  to  back. 

-  William  Richardson,  Danville,  Va. 


G.  I.  Experiences 

TODAY  I  RECEIVED  the  September 
issue  of  The  American  Legion  Maga- 
zine. I  was  pleasantly  surprised  to 
read  of  the  experiences  of  several  GIs. 
I  have  read  most  of  the  letters  and 
intend  to  read  again  those  same  let- 
ters. This  issue  is  truly  the  best  I  have 
ever  received  over  the  past  46  years  as 
a  member  of  Post  11,  District  8  of  The 
American  Legion. 

-  Bud  Graf,  Lancaster,  Ohio 

Congress  Has  the  Power 

A  RIGHT-HAND  SALUTE  to  Lee 

H.  Hamilton  for  his  article,  "Preserv- 
ing the  War  Powers  Act,"  in  the  July 
issue.  The  era  in  which  this  presiden- 
tial responsibility  was  promulgated  is 
history. 

The  Cold  War,  at  least  for  now,  is 
over.  The  era  of  the  "suspiciously 
political  battle-of-the-month"  is  upon 
us.  The  real  intent  of  the  War  Powers 
Act  must  be  kept  crystal  clear. 

It  is  incumbent  on  both  the  execu- 
tive and  legislative  branches  to  rec- 
ognize that  the  Constitution  places 
the  power  to  declare  war  on  the 
shoulders  of  Congress.  Anything  less 
will  be  an  abuse  of  power  by 
the  executive  branch.  This  action 
would  no  doubt  further  deplete 
our  already  limited  material  and 
human  resources. 

-Edward  M.  Budelis,  Eldersburg,  Md. 

Educating  Our  Enemies 

I  KNOW  WE  have  some  fools  in  our 
government,  but  Cliff  Kincaid's 
August  "Washington  Watch"  pointed 
that  out  when  he  wrote  about  "Seeing 
Red  at  West  Point." 

It  would  be  great  to  learn  who  had 
the  authority  to  allow  the  son  of  a 
former  member  of  the  communist 
Khmer  Rouge  movement  in  Cambo- 
dia to  attend  and  graduate  from  West 
Point  on  our  tax  money. 

Further  insult  to  us  is  that  Hun 
Manet  will  remain  in  New  York  for 
more  education,  and  at  whose 
expense? 

Why  is  it  that  we  seem  to  have 
people  in  our  government  who  would 
rather  educate  our  enemies  than  the 
children  of  American  vets? 

-  W.D.  Hood,  Heber  Springs,  Ark. 
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Call  Today  For  Free  Information  About  This  Remarkable  Hearing  Aid. 

The  MirageHearing  Aid... 

So  Small  It's  Virtually  Invisible. 


Now  You 
See  It. 


The  Miracle-Ear®  Mirage®  is  a  remarkable 
hearing  aid.  So  advanced  and  so  compact,  it 
fits  completely  into  the  ear  canal.  Mirage  is  vir- 
tually invisible  to  you  and  to  those  around  you! 

Within  this  tiny  hearing  aid,  we've  incorporat- 
ed some  of  our  most  advanced  technology.  In 
fact,  Mirage  is  designed  to  maximize  your  nat- 
ural ability  to  hear  sounds* 

No  More  Fussing 
With  Volume  Controls. 

With  the  Mirage  hearing  aid,  your  Miracle-Ear 
hearing  consultant  sets  the  volume  to  your 
hearing  requirements.  So  you  won't  have  to  fid- 
dle with  the  volume  control. 

Learn  More  - 
Send  for  FREE  Information  Library! 

This  educational  library  provides  you  with  a 
valuable  resource  dedicated  to  your  hearing 
health.  You'll  find  out  how  better  hearing 
might  mean  better  living  for  you. 


Now  You 
Don't. 


The  "Hearing  Loss  &  You"  Information  Library 
contains  an  educational  videotape  designed  to 
show  you  how  your  Miracle-Ear®  representa- 
tive may  be  able  to  help  you  or  someone  you 
love  hear  better. 

You'll  also  receive  a  special  booklet:  "Your 
Guide  to  Hearing  Problems  ...  and  Hearing 
Solutions"  with  answers  to  important  ques- 
tions about  hearing  loss.  This  valuable  library 
is  yours  FREE  ...  just  for  asking.  So  call  today. 
All  this  valuable  information  is  yours  free 
when  you  dial 
1-800-896-6400. 
Or,  just  return 
the  attached  card. 
When  you  do, 
you'll  find  out  just 
how  remarkable 
the  Mirage 
hearing 
aid  is. 


Miracle-Ear* 

VJOCX  Hearing  Systems  by  Bausch  &  Lomb 

Call  Today  For  Your  Free  Information  Library:  1-800-896-6400 

*  Hearing  aids  won't  restore  natural  hearing.  Individual  experiences  may  vary  depending  on  proper  fit,  severity  of  hearing  loss,  accuracy 
rg,  inc         of  evaluation  and  ability  to  adapt  to  amplification.  Only  a  certified  Miracle-Ear  representative  can  determine  if  Mirage  is  nght  for  you.  55( 


cmumtn  missui 


legionnaires  Mi  fight  for  What's  Right 


■  he  theme  for  this  year's 
National  Convention  was 
"Fight  for  What's  Right!" 
That  is  what  I  intend  to  do  as 
your  National  Commander. 
Legionnaires  know  what  it 
means  to  fight  for  what's 
right.  We  fought  for  what  is 
right  on  active  duty  and  we 
have  continued  to  do  so  as 
veterans.  Fighting  for  what's  right 
today  means  renewing  that  pledge 
and  acting  upon  it. 

Take,  for  instance,  The  American 
Legion's  support  for  the  Flag  Protec- 
tion Amendment.  This  is  not  about 
taking  something  away.  This  is 
about  giving  something  back.  It's 
about  restoring  respect  for  those  who 
fought,  and  sometimes  died,  under 
that  flag.  It  is  about  restoring  respect 
for  our  children  who  recite  -  or  at 

"It's  wrong 
when  one  can 
obtain  better 
educational 
benefits  from 
serving  in 
Americorps  than 
from  sweating  in 
the  Marine  Corps. " 

least  should  recite  -  the  Pledge  of 
Allegiance  each  day  in  classrooms 
all  across  America.  It  is  about  restor- 
ing respect  for  this  great  nation. 

If  we  are  going  to  win  this  battle, 
we  must  understand  the  battlefield 
and  remember  how  we  got  here. 

For  the  first  201  years  of  our 
union,  the  states,  not  the  federal  gov- 
ernment, protected  the  honor  of  our 
flag.  Until  Texas  vs.  Johnson  in 
1989,  49  states,  having  concluded 


that  flag  desecration  was  abhorrent, 
enacted  laws  to  punish  such  activity. 
Since  Johnson,  49  state  legislatures 
have  petitioned  Congress  to  return  to 
the  states  the  authority  the  Supreme 
Court  took  away. 

Congress,  however,  has  ineptly 
attempted  to  do  the  job  itself.  And 
so,  after  a  decade  of  court-authorized 
flag  burning,  the  battlefield  is  the 
U.S.  Senate  and  the  battle  is  stalled 
by  two  senators  from  North  Dakota, 
clinging  to  the  legal  fiction  that  flag 
desecration  can  be  prohibited  without 
amending  the  Constitution. 

The  Senate,  by  refusing  to  bring 
the  amendment  to  a  vote,  is  thumb- 
ing its  nose  at  the  very  states  the 
senators  represent. 

Remember  that  U.S.  senators 
were  elected  by  their  state  legisla- 
ture until  1916.  Remember,  too,  that 
49  state  legislatures  are  still  waiting 
for  the  Senate  to  answer  their  10- 
year  call  for  action.  Would  the  ques- 
tion have  gone  unanswered  for  a 
decade  if  the  senators  were  still 
accountable  to  the  state  legislatures? 

America  deserves  a  Senate  vote 
on  the  Flag  Protection  Amendment 
and  America  deserves  it  now.  As 
Legionnaires,  we  must  fight  for  what 
is  right  by  calling  our  senators  and 
pushing  for  an  immediate  vote. 

And  while  we're  at  it,  we  should 
tell  them  it  is  time  to  end  the  crisis 
in  military  readiness. 

Over  the  last  seven  years  more 
than  700,000  active-duty  service 
members  have  been  cut.  The 
reserves  are  293,000  persons 


weaker.  Four  aircraft  carri- 
ers are  gone,  along  with  20 
Air  Force  and  Navy  air  J| 
wings  comprising  2,000 
combat  aircraft. 

The  Pentagon's  goal  is 
to  be  ready  to  fight  and  , 
win  two  major  conflicts  w^^SS&^H 
sly.  Yet  many  mili- 


ing  that  we  have  troops  who  need 
food  stamps  to  feed  their  families. 
It's  wrong  when  one  can  obtain  bet- 
ter educational  benefits  from  serving 
in  Americorps  than  from  sweating  in 
the  Marine  Corps. 

The  exodus  of  mid-rank  enlisted 
personnel  and  officers  compounds  the 
crisis.  The  exodus  is  driven  by  low 
pay  and  accelerated  by  the  ever- 
increasing  pace  of  operations,  up 
some  300  percent  in  recent  years.  Our 
military  people  are  shuttled  from 
country  to  country  (currently  133) 
with  hardly  the  time  to  see  their  fami- 
lies between  missions.  Add  to  this 
picture  a  Congress  with  fewer  veter- 
ans in  our  history  and  it  is  no  wonder 
so  many  of  our  service  men  and 
women  think  nobody  cares. 

Well,  it's  time  they  know  that 
somebody  does  care.  And  that 


simultaneously. 


tary  strategists  tell  us  the  United 
States  is  not  prepared  to  fight  even 
one  Gulf  War-size  conflict.  The 
Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  are 
unable  to  meet  their  recruiting  goals. 
This  is  hardly  surprising,  consider- 


somebody  is  The  American 
Legion! 

And  after  you've  told 
m  your  senators  it  is  time  to 
IS  do  what  is  right  for  our 
f  active-duty  personnel, 
remind  them  to  do  what  is 
right  for  veterans.  Tell  them 
the  VA  budget  is  a  national  dis- 
grace. Tell  them  we  need  a  G.I.  Bill  of 
Health  which  will  allow  all  veterans 
and  their  dependents  to  have  access  to 
the  VA  health  care  network.  Again, 
fellow  Legionnaires,  it's  up  to  us  to 
fight  for  what's  right. 
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Now  with  Eight  Genuine  Birthstones! 
EXCLUSIVE  UNITED  STATES  MILITARY 

Commemorative  Birthstone  Rings 

Personalized  with  your  Birthstones,  initials  and  year  dates  of  Service 


1k  t 


^^^^ 


Personalized  with  your  birthstones 
initials  and  year  dates  of  Service  j 


available  only  to  veterans 
And  Servicemen  of  the  United  States 
Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  Marines  and  Coast  Guard 


We  proudly  present  our  Official  United  States  Military  Gold 
Emblem  Rings  set  with  8  personal  birthstones  to  honor  those  who 
served  our  Country! 

Your  choice  of  Service  Emblems 
sculptured  in  solid  10  Karat  Gold. 
Boldly  displayed  on  genuine  polished 
Black  Onyx.  Set  atop  an  exclusive 
"Pillars  of  Strength"  Ring  design  craft- 
ed of  Solid  Sterling  silver  richly  fin- 
ished in  22  Karat  Gold. 

Your  ring  will  be  engraved  with  your  initials  and  years  of  service 
and  set  with  your  choice  of  birthstones.  A  personal  heirloom  to 
treasure  for  a  lifetime. 

Thank  you  priced  at  a  remarkably  low  $199*.  An  affordable  pay- 
ment plan  is  available.  If  not  satisfied,  you  may  return  your  ring 
within  30  days  for  replacement  or  refund-no  questions  asked.  So, 
order  yours  today!  You  have  earned  the  right  to  wear  this  ring. 


JAN 

• 

GARNET 

FEB 

• 

AMETHYST 

MARCH 

w 

AQUAMARINE 

APRIL 
DIAMOND 

MAY 

9 

EMERALD 

JUNE 
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PEARL 

JULY 

• 

RUBY 

AUGUST 
PERIDOT 

SEP 

• 

SAPPHIRE 

OCT 
OPAL 

NOV 

& 

CITRINE 

DEC 

• 

TURQUOISE 

You  may  call  toll  free  to  order: 

1-800-255-3048 

Monday  -  Friday  from  9am  -  5pm  EST 


These  rings  are  not  sold  in  stores. 
NOTE:  A  custom  ring  sizer  will  be  sent  to  you  before  shipment 
to  assure  your  correct  fit.  Diamond  Birthstone  rings  are  $295* 
For  other  veteran  commemorative  products  visit  our  website  at  www.vetcom.com 


Mail  to:  Veteran's  Commemorative  Gold  Emblem  Ring 
7453  Shipley  Ave.,  Hanover,  MD  21076 

□  YES.  I  wish  to  order  the  following  Exclusive  Military  Gold 
Emblem  Ring(s)  set  with  my  birthstones.  Check  (/)  choices 
Army  □       Navy  □       Air  Force  □ 
Marine  □      Coast  Guard  □      8th  Air  Force  □ 


Birthstone/Month  (1). 
My  Initials  (3)  


(See  Chart  above) 


Service  Yrs: 


I  need  send  no  money  now.  Bill  me  in  four  monthly  installments  of 
$49.75*  each,  with  the  first  payment  due  prior  to  shipment.  A  custom 
ring  sizer  will  be  sent  before  shipment  to  assure  my  correct  fit. 
And  my  satisfaction  is  completely  guaranteed. 
□  Shipping  Address  (We  CANNOT  ship  to  P.O.  Boxes) 


Name  _ 
Addres 
City  _ 


Allow  4-6  weeks  tor  delivery. 


Zip. 
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*  Diamonds  (April  birthstones)  add  $24.00  per  payr 

*  Plus  $9.95  for  engraving,  shipping,  and  handling. 
PA  residents  add  (Y/<  sales  tax. 


Convention  /999 


By  Layne  Cameron 

Assistant  Editor 


NATIONAL  Commander 
Butch  Miller  repeated  his 
favorite  catch  phrase, 
"Morale  is  high!"  again  and 
again  at  the  8 1  st  National 
American  Legion  Conven- 
tion in  Anaheim,  Calif. 
Judging  by  the  response  it 
generated,  he  was  right. 
National  leaders  such  as 
Vice  President  Al  Gore,  VA  Secretary 
Togo  West,  Sen.  John  McCain,  Sen. 
Orrin  Hatch,  Sen.  Bob  Smith  and  oth- 
ers maintained  the  upbeat  tempo  as 
they  delivered  stirring  speeches. 
Music  enhanced  the  mood  as  the  All- 
American  Boys  Chorus  and  organist 
Peter  Ole  nearly  brought  down  the 
house  with  their  patriotic  music. 

Working  For  Veterans.  One  of  the 

first  speakers,  VA  Secretary  Togo  D. 
West  Jr.,  brought  home  some  of  the 
issues  members  of  the  Legion  have 


Old  Glory  was  out  in  force  at  the  81st  American  Legion  National  Convention  parade. 


The  Ail-American  Boys  Chorus  of  Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  led  by  Ari  Miller,  performed 
John  Philip  Sousa  medley  and  "God  Bless  America"  during  opening  ceremonies. 
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National  Commander  Butch  Miller 
salutes  the  delegation  of  the  1999  Amer- 
ican Legion  National  Convention. 

been  working  on  so  diligently  over  the 
past  year. 

He  stuck  his  neck  on  the  line  by 
making  a  prediction:  "When  the 
smoke  clears,  there  will  be  at  least  a 
billion  or  more  dollars  added  to  the 
budget  of  the  VA.  A  budget  is  about  a 
nation's  priority  and  this  is  the  right 
thing  to  do." 

West,  a  member  of  Idaho  Post  113, 


talked  about  the  other  "right"  the  president  reversed  him- 

things  that  are  happening  with-  J^^zkfd/j.  self  and  proposed  increas- 
in  the  VA  system  this  year:  "^©ISellra^  m§  tne  defense  budget, 
adding  89  new  community  ^m^fwS^^^M^  ^nce  aSam>  however, 
outpatient  clinics,  increasing  ~ Bf^aBw^lBs  his  rhetoric  far  exceed- 
the  number  of  personnel  who  ^^^m^B^^MZ  ec*  n*s  acti°ns>"  the  Ari- 
process  claims  and  opening  zona  Republican  said, 

four  new  national  cemeteries.  V^j^sSSftO  "Please  don't  mistake  these 
"Talk  about  who  gets  the  credit  -        ''I  observations  for  a  partisan 

Congress,  the  administration,  it  tirade,"  McCain  continued.  "Con- 

doesn't  matter,"  said  West.  He  bol-         gress  deserves  as  sharp  a  rebuke  as 
stered  his  point  by  quoting  Jesse  the  president." 

Holmes,  a  wounded  Civil  War  veteran,        "While  many  Republicans  and  De- 
who  said,  "If  we  do  not  care  who  gets      mocrats  in  Congress  recognize  our 
the  credit,  we  can  achieve  a  lot."  problems  and  wish  to  devote  greater 

Recognizing  the  special  bond  that       resources  to  the  military,  they  often 
holds  the  Legion  together  in  the  ser-        cannot  restrain  the  oldest  of  all  con- 
vice  of  America,  West  tied  it  in  with        gressional  afflictions,  an  all-consum- 
the  reason  this  country  is  so 


great.  "The  success  of  this 
nation  in  peace  is  because 
of  the  sacrifice  of  veterans 
in  war. ...  I  want  to  offer  up 
my  personal  thanks  for  the 
fact  that  we  could  raise  our 
two  daughters  in  security  - 
secure  in  their  freedom  and 
their  opportunities.  You've 
earned  the  support  and 
gratitude  of  the  American 
people." 

Presidential  Hopeful. 

McCain,  who  is  actively 
courting  veteran  support 
for  his  presidential  bid, 
criticized  the  administra- 
tion's defense  policies. 


"After  six  years  of  severely  Members  of  the  Honor  Guard  of  John  M.  Armitage  Post  684,  Ridge- 
underfunding  the  military,    crest-  Calif  '  honor  P0Ws  and  MIAs  durin9 the  emPtV  chair  ceremony- 
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Discover  what  millions  have  turned  to  for  arthritis  pain  relief. 

Celebrex  delivers  powerful  24-hour  relief  of  your  arthritis  pain  and  inflammation  day 
and  night.  By  effectively  reducing  pain,  inflammation  and  stiffness,  Celebrex  can  help  you 
through  the  day  with  activities  like  standing,  walking  or  climbing  stairs  and  through  the 
night  while  in  bed.  Millions  of  Celebrex  prescriptions  have  been  written  this  year,  making 
it  the  #1  brand  of  prescription  arthritis  medication.* 

day  you  discover  Celebrex? 

Celebrex  is  a  scientific  breakthrough:  the  first  product  to  target  only  the  COX-2 
enzyme.  Celebrex  has  been  extensively  studied  in  large  clinical  trials.  The  most  common 
side  effects  were  indigestion,  diarrhea  and  abdominal  pain.  In  rare  cases,  serious  stomach 
problems  such  as  bleeding  can  occur  without  warning.  The  percentage  of  patients  who 
stopped  taking  Celebrex  due  to  all  side  effects  (7.1%)  was  similar  to  sugar  pill  (6.1%). 
You  should  not  take  this  product  if  you  have  had  asthma  or  allergic-type  reactions  to 
aspirin,  arthritis  medications  or  certain  sulfa  drugs,  called  sulfonamides.  Be  sure  to  tell 
your  doctor  if  you  have  kidney  problems  or  are  pregnant. 

This  information  cannot  replace  your  doctor's  advice.  Only  your  doctor  can  assess 
the  benefits  and  risks  to  decide  if  Celebrex  is  right  for  you. 

The  #1  selling  brand  of  prescription  arthritis  pain  medicine. 

CELEBREX^ 

(CELECOXIB  CAPSULES)  loo  SI 

Call  I  -888-326-8469  or  visit  www.celebrex.com  for  more  information. 


*Does  not  include  generic  products. 
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BRIEF  SUMMARY-CELEBREX  ™  (celecoxib  capsules) 
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INDICATIONS  AND  USAGE 

For  relief  of  the  signs  and  s\ 
CONTRAINDICATIONS 

CELEBREX  is  contraindicated  in  patients  with  known  hypersensitivity  to  celecoxib.  CELEBREX 
should  not  be  given  to  patients  who  have  demonstrated  allergic-type  reactions  to  sulfonamides. 
CELEBREX  should  not  be  given  to  patients  who  have  experienced  asthma,  urticaria,  or  allergic- 
type  reactions  after  taking  aspirin  or  other  NSAIDs.  Severe,  rarely  fatal,  anaphylactic-like  reactions 
to  NSAIDs  have  been  reported  in  such  patients  (see  WARNINGS  — Anaphylactoid  Reactions,  and 
PRECAUTIONS-Preexisting  Asthma). 


Gastrointestinal  (Gl)  Effects  -  Risk  of  Gl  Ulceration 

such  as  bleeding,  ulceration,  and  perforation  of  the  stc 
can  occur  at  any  time,  with  or  without  warning  symptorr 
upper  Gl  problems,  such  as  dyspepsia,  are  common  and 
therapy.  Therefore,  physicians  and  patients  should  rem; 
in  the  absence  of  previous  Gl  tract  symptoms.  Patients  s 
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Perforation:  Serious  Gl  toxicity 
ach,  small  intestine  or  large  intestine, 
in  patients  treated  with  NSAIDs.  Minor 
ly  also  occur  at  any  time  during  NSAID 
lain  alert  for  ulceration  and  bleeding,  even 
should  be  informed  about  the  signs  and/or 
the  steps  to  take  if  they  occur.  Only  1/5  patients  who  develop 
a  serious  upper  Gl  adverse  event  on  NSAID  therapy  is  symptomatic.  Upper  Gl  ulcers,  gross 
bleeding  or  perforation,  caused  by  NSAIDs,  appear  to  occur  in  approximately  1%  of  patients 
treated  for  3-6  months,  and  in  about  2-4%  of  patients  treated  for  one  year.  These  trends  continue 
thus,  increasing  the  likelihood  of  developing  a  serious  Gl  event  at  some  time  during  the  course 
of  therapy.  However,  even  short-term  therapy  is  not  without  risk.  It  is  unclear,  at  the  present  time, 
how  the  above  rates  apply  to  CELEBREX  (see  CLINICAL  STUDIES—  Special  Studies  in  the  complete 
prescribing  information).  Among  5,285  patients  who  received  CELEBREX  in  controlled  clinical  trials 
of  1  to  6  months  duration  (most  were  3  month  studies)  at  a  daily  dose  of  200  mg  or  more,  2  (0.04%) 
experienced  significant  upper  Gl  bleeding,  at  14  and  22  days  after  initiation  of  dosing.  Approxi- 
mately 40%  of  these  5,285  patients  were  in  studies  that  required  them  to  be  free  of  ulcers  by 
endoscopy  at  study  entry.  Thus  it  is  unclear  if  this  study  population  is  representative  of  the  general 
population.  Prospective,  long-term  studies  required  to  compare  the  incidence  of  serious,  clini- 
cally significant  upper  Gl  adverse  events  in  patients  taking  CELEBREX  vs.  comparator  NSAID 
products  have  not  been  performed.  NSAIDs  should  be  prescribed  with  extreme  caution  in  patients 
with  a  prior  history  of  ulcer  disease  or  Gl  bleeding.  Most  spontaneous  reports  of  fatal  Gl  events 
are  in  elderly  or  debilitated  patients  and  therefore  special  care  should  be  taken  in  treating  this 
population.  To  minimize  the  potential  risk  for  an  adverse  Gl  event,  the  lowest  effective  dose 
should  be  used  for  the  shortest  possible  duration.  For  high  risk  patients,  alternate  therapies  that 
do  not  involve  NSAIDs  should  be  considered.  Studies  have  shown  that  patients  with  a  prior  history 
of  peptic  ulcer  disease  and/or  Gl  bleeding  and  who  use  NSAIDs,  have  a  greater  than  10-fold  higher 
risk  for  developing  a  Gl  bleed  than  patients  with  neither  of  these  risk  factors.  In  addition  to  a 
past  history  of  ulcer  disease,  pharmacoepidemiology!  studies  have  identified  several  other 
co-therapies  or  co-morbid  conditions  that  may  increase  the  risk  for  Gl  bleeding  such  as:  treat- 
ment with  oral  corticosteroids,  treatment  with  anticoagulants,  longer  duration  of  NSAID  therapy, 
smoking,  alcoholism,  older  age,  and  poor  general  health  status. 

Anaphylactoid  Reactions:  Anaphylactoid  reactions  were  not  reported  in  patients  receiving 
CELEBREX  in  clinical  trials.  However,  as  with  NSAIDs  in  general,  anaphylactoid  reactions  may  occur 
in  patients  without  known  prior  exposure  to  CELEBREX.  CELEBREX  should  not  be  given  to  patients 
with  the  aspirin  triad.  This  symptom  complex  typically  occurs  in  asthmatic  patients  who  experi- 
ence rhinitis  with  or  without  nasal  polyps,  or  who  exhibit  severe,  potentially  fatal  bronchospasm 
after  taking  aspirin  or  other  NSAIDs  (see  CONTRAINDICATIONS  and  PRECAUTIONS-Preexist- 
ing Asthma).  Emergency  help  should  be  sought  in  cases  where  an  anaphylactoid  reaction  occurs. 
Advanced  Renal  Disease:  Treatment  with  CELEBREX  is  not  recommended. 

Pregnancy:  In  late  pregnancy  CELEBREX  should  be  avoided  because  it  may  cause  premature  closure 
PRECAUTIONS 

General:  CELEBREX  cannot  be  expected  to  substitute  for  corticosteroids  or  to  treat  corticosteroid 
insufficiency.  The  pharmacological  activity  of  CELEBREX  in  reducing  inflammation,  and  possibly 
fever,  may  diminish  the  utility  of  these  diagnostic  signs  in  detecting  infectious  complications  of 
presumed  noninfectious,  painful  conditions. 

Hepatic  Effects:  Borderline  elevations  of  one  or  more  liver  tests  may  occur  in  up  to  15%  of  patients 
taking  NSAIDs,  and  notable  elevations  of  ALT  or  AST  (approximately  three  or  more  times  the 
upper  limit  of  normal)  have  been  reported  in  approximately  1%  of  patients  in  clinical  trials  with 
NSAIDs.  These  laboratory  abnormalities  may  progress,  may  remain  unchanged,  or  may  be  tran- 
sient with  continuing  therapy.  Rare  cases  of  severe  hepatic  reactions,  including  jaundice  and  fatal 
fulminant  hepatitis,  liver  necrosis  and  hepatic  failure  (some  with  fatal  outcome)  have  been 
reported  with  NSAIDs.  In  controlled  clinical  trials  of  CELEBREX,  the  incidence  of  borderline 
elevations  of  liver  tests  was  6%  for  CELEBREX  and  5%  for  placebo,  and  approximately  0.2%  of 
patients  taking  CELEBREX  and  0.3%  of  patients  taking  placebo  had  notable  elevations  of  ALT  and 
AST.  A  patient  with  symptoms  and/or  signs  suggesting  liver  dysfunction,  or  in  whom  an  abnormal 
liver  test  has  occurred,  should  be  monitored  carefully  for  evidence  of  the  development  of  a  more 
severe  hepatic  reaction  while  on  therapy  with  CELEBREX.  If  clinical  signs  and  symptoms  consis- 
tent with  liver  disease  develop,  or  if  systemic  manifestations  occur  (e.g.,  eosinophilia,  rash,  etc.), 
CELEBREX  should  be  discontinued. 

Renal  Effects:  Long-term  administration  of  NSAIDs  has  resulted  in  renal  papillary  necrosis  and 
other  renal  injury.  Renal  toxicity  has  also  been  seen  in  patients  in  whom  renal  prostaglandins 
have  a  compensatory  role  in  the  maintenance  of  renal  perfusion.  In  these  patients,  administra- 
tion of  an  NSAID  may  cause  a  dose-dependent  reduction  in  prostaglandin  formation  and,  secon- 
darily, in  renal  blood  flow,  which  may  precipitate  overt  renal  decompensation.  Patients  at  greatest 
risk  of  this  reaction  are  those  with  impaired  renal  function,  heart  failure,  liver  dysfunction,  those 
taking  diuretics  and  ACE  inhibitors,  and  the  elderly.  Discontinuation  of  NSAID  therapy  is  usually 
followed  by  recovery  to  the  pretreatment  state.  Clinical  trials  with  CELEBREX  have  shown  renal 
effects  similar  to  those  observed  with  comparator  NSAIDs.  Caution  should  be  used  when  initi- 
ating treatment  with  CELEBREX  in  patients  with  considerable  dehydration.  It  is  advisable  to 
rehydrate  patients  first  and  then  start  therapy  with  CELEBREX.  Caution  is  also  recommended  in 
patients  with  pre-existing  kidney  disease  (see  WARNINGS  — Advanced  Renal  Disease). 
Hematological  Effects:  Anemia  may  occur.  In  controlled  clinical  trials  the  incidence  of  anemia 
was  0.6%  with  CELEBREX  and  0.4%  with  placebo.  Patients  on  long-term  treatment  with  CELEBREX 
should  have  their  hemoglobin  or  hematocrit  checked  if  they  exhibit  any  signs  or  symptoms  of 
anemia  or  blood  loss.  CELEBREX  does  not  generally  affect  platelet  counts,  prothrombin  time  (PT), 
or  partial  thromboplastin  time  (PTT),  and  does  not  appear  to  inhibit  platelet  aggregation  at 
indicated  dosages  (See  CLINICAL  STUDIES  -  Special  Studies  -  Platelets  in  the  complete 
prescribing  information). 

Fluid  Retention  and  Edema:  Fluid  retention  and  edema  may  occur  (see  ADVERSE  REACTIONS). 
Therefore,  CELEBREX  should  be  used  with  caution  in  patients  with  fluid  retention,  hypertension, 
or  heart  failure. 

Preexisting  Asthma:  Do  not  use  in  patients  with  aspirin-sensitive  asthma  because  of  the  risk  of 
severe  bronchospasm.  Use  with  caution  in  patients  with  preexisting  asthma. 
Laboratory  Tests:  Because  serious  Gl  tract  ulcerations  and  bleeding  can  occur  without  warning 
symptoms,  physicians  should  monitor  for  signs  or  symptoms  of  Gl  bleeding.  During  the  con- 
trolled clinical  trials,  there  was  an  increased  incidence  of  hyperchloremia  in  patients  receiving 
celecoxib  compared  with  patients  on  placebo.  Other  laboratory  abnormalities  that  occurred  more 
frequently  in  the  patients  receiving  celecoxib  included  hypophosphatemia,  and  elevated  BUN. 
These  laboratory  abnormalities  were  also  seen  in  patients  who  received  comparator  NSAIDs  in 
these  studies.  The  clinical  significance  of  these  abnormalities  has  not  been  established. 
Drug  Interactions:  General:  Celecoxib  metabolism  is  predominantly  mediated  via  cytochrome  P450 
2C9  in  the  liver.  Co-administration  of  celecoxib  with  drugs  that  are  known  to  inhibit  2C9  should 
be  done  with  caution.  In  vitro  studies  indicate  that  celecoxib,  although  not  a  substrate,  is  an  inhib- 
itor of  cytochrome  P450  2D6.  Therefore,  there  is  a  potential  for  an  in  vivo  drug  interaction  with 
drugs  that  are  metabolized  by  P450  2D6.  ACE-inhibitors:  Reports  suggest  that  NSAIDs  may 
diminish  the  antihypertensive  effect  of  Angiotensin  Converting  Enzyme  (ACE)  inhibitors.  This  inter- 
action should  be  given  consideration  in  patients  taking  CELEBREX  concomitantly  with  ACE-inhib- 
itors. Furosemide:  Clinical  studies,  as  well  as  post  marketing  observations,  have  shown  that 
NSAIDs  can  reduce  the  natriuretic  effect  of  furosemide  and  thiazides  in  some  patients.  This 
response  has  been  attributed  to  inhibition  of  renal  prostaglandin  synthesis.  Aspirin:  CELEBREX  can 
be  used  with  low  dose  aspirin.  However,  concomitant  administration  of  aspirin  with  CELEBREX  may 
result  in  an  increased  rate  of  Gl  ulceration  or  other  complications,  compared  to  use  of  CELEBREX 
alone  (see  CLINICAL  STUDIES  —  Special  Studies  —  Gastrointestinal  in  the  complete  prescribing 
information).  Because  of  its  lack  of  platelet  effects,  CELEBREX  is  not  a  substitute  for  aspirin  for  cardio- 
vascular prophylaxis.  Fluconazole:  Concomitant  administration  of  fluconazole  at  200  mg  QD 
resulted  in  a  two-fold  increase  in  celecoxib  plasma  concentration.  This  increase  is  due  to  the 
inhibition  of  celecoxib  metabolism  via  P450  2C9  by  fluconazole  (see  Pharmacokinetics  —  Metab- 
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olism).  CELEBREX  should  be  introduced  at  the  lowest  recommended  dose  in  patients  receiving  flu- 
conazole. Lithium:  In  a  study  conducted  in  healthy  subjects,  mean  steady-state  lithium  plasma 
levels  increased  approximately  17%  in  subjects  receiving  lithium  450  mg  BID  with  CELEBREX  200 
mg  BID  as  compared  to  subjects  receiving  lithium  alone.  Pati< 
closely  monitored  when  CELEBREX  is  introduced  or  withdrawn.  Methotrexate: 
study  of  rheumatoid  arthritis  patients  taking  methotrexate,  CELEBREX  did  not  have  a  significant 
effect  on  the  pharmacokinetics  of  methotrexate.  Warfarin:  Anticoagulant  activity  should  be  mon- 
itored, particularly  in  the  first  few  days,  after  initiating  or  changing  CELEBREX  therapy  in  patients 
receiving  warfarin  or  similar  agents,  since  these  patients  are  at  an  increased  risk  of  bleeding  com- 
plications. The  effect  of  celecoxib  on  the  anticoagulant  effect  of  warfarin  was  studied  in  a  group 
of  healthy  subjects  receiving  daily  doses  of  2  to  5  mg  of  warfarin.  In  these  subjects,  celecoxib  did 
not  alter  the  anticoagulant  effect  of  warfarin  as  determined  by  prothrombin  time.  However,  in  post- 
marketing experience,  bleeding  events  have  been  reported,  predominantly  in  the  elderly,  in  asso- 
ciation with  increases  in  prothrombin  time  in  patients  receiving  CELEBREX  concurrently  with 
warfarin.  Carcinogenesis,  mutagenesis,  impairment  of  fertility:  Celecoxib  was  not  carcinogenic 
in  rats  given  oral  doses  up  to  200  mg/kg  for  males  and  10  mg/kg  for  females  (approximately  2- 
to  4-fold  the  human  exposure  as  measured  by  the  AUCo-24  at  200  mg  BID)  or  in  mice  given  oral 
doses  up  to  25  mg/kg  for  males  and  50  mg/kg  for  females  (approximately  equal  to  human 
exposure  as  measured  by  the  AUCo-24  at  200  mg  BID)  for  two  years.  Celecoxib  was  not  muta- 
genic in  an  Ames  test  and  a  mutation  assay  in  Chinese  hamster  ovary  (CHO)  cells,  nor  clastogenic 
in  a  chromosome  aberration  assay  in  CHO  cells  and  an  in  vivo  micronucleus  test  in  rat  bone 
marrow.  Celecoxib  did  not  impair  male  and  female  fertility  in  rats  at  oral  doses  up  to  600 
mg/kg/day  (approximately  11-fold  human  exposure  at  200  mg  BID  based  on  the  AUCo-24)- 
Pregnancy:  Teratogenic  effects:  Pregnancy  Category  C.  Celecoxib  was  not  teratogenic  in  rabbits 
up  to  an  oral  dose  of  60  mg/kg/day  (equal  to  human  exposure  at  200  mg  BID  as  measured  by 
AUCo-24);  however,  at  oral  doses  5  150  mg/kg/day  (approximately  2-fold  human  exposure  at  200 
mg  BID  as  measured  by  AUCo-24),  an  increased  incidence  of  fetal  alterations,  such  as  ribs  fused, 
sternebrae  fused  and  sternebrae  misshapen,  was  observed.  A  dose-dependent  increase  in  dia- 
phragmatic hernias  was  observed  in  one  of  two  rat  studies  at  oral  doses  530  mg/kg/day  (approx- 
imately 6-fold  human  exposure  based  on  the  AUCo-24  at  200  mg  BID).  There  are  no  studies  in 
pregnant  women.  CELEBREX  should  be  used  during  pregnancy  only  if  the  potential  benefit  justi- 
fies the  potential  risk  to  the  fetus.  Nonteratogenic  effects:  Celecoxib  produced  preimplantation 
and  post-implantation  losses  and  reduced  embryo/fetal  survival  in  rats  at  oral  dosages  550  mg/ 
kg/day  (approximately  6-fold  human  exposure  based  on  the  AUCo-24  at  200  mg  BID).  These 
changes  are  expected  with  inhibition  of  prostaglandin  synthesis  and  are  not  the  result  of  per- 
manent alteration  of  female  reproductive  function,  nor  are  they  expected  at  clinical  exposures. 
No  studies  have  been  conducted  to  evaluate  the  effect  of  celecoxib  on  the  closure  of  the  ductus 
arteriosus  in  humans.  Therefore,  use  of  CELEBREX  during  the  third  trimester  of  pregnancy  should 
be  avoided.  Labor  and  delivery:  Celecoxib  produced  no  evidence  of  delayed  labor  or  parturition 
at  oral  doses  up  to  100  mg/kg  in  rats  (approximately  7-fold  human  exposure  as  measured  by  the 
AUCo-24  at  200  mg  BID).  The  effects  of  CELEBREX  on  labor  and  delivery  in  pregnant  women  are 
unknown.  Nursing  mothers:  It  is  not  known  whether  this  drug  is  excreted  in  human  milk.  Because 
many  drugs  are  excreted  in  human  milk  and  because  of  the  potential  for  serious  adverse  reac- 
tions in  nursing  infants  from  CELEBREX,  a  decision  should  be  made  whether  to  discontinue  nursing 
or  to  discontinue  the  drug,  taking  into  account  the  importance  of  the  drug  to  the  mother. 
Pediatric  Use:  Safety  and  effectiveness  in  pediatric  patients  below  the  age  of  18  years  have  not 
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stantial  differences  in  safety  and  effectiveness  were  observed  between  these  subjects  and  younger 
subjects.  Other  reported  clinical  experience  has  not  identified  differences  in  response  between 
the  elderly  and  younger  patients,  but  greater  sensitivity  of  some  older  individuals  cannot  be  ruled 
out.  In  clinical  studies  comparing  renal  function  as  measured  by  the  GFR,  BUN  and  creatinine, 
and  platelet  function  as  measured  by  bleeding  time  and  platelet  aggregation,  the  results  were 
not  different  between  elderly  and  young  volunteers. 
ADVERSE  REACTIONS 

Adverse  events  occurring  in  5  2%  of  Celebrex  patients  regardless  of  causality  at  recommended 
doses  (N=4146):  abdominal  pain  4.1%,  diarrhea  5.6%,  dyspepsia  8.8%,  flatulence  2.2%,  nausea 
3.5%,  back  pain  2.8%,  peripheral  edema  2.1%,  injury-accidental  2.9%,  dizziness  2.0%,  headache 
15.8%,  insomnia  2.3%,  pharyngitis  2.3%,  rhinitis  2.0%,  sinusitis  5.0%,  upper  respiratory  tract  infec- 
tion 8.1%,  rash  2.2%.  In  placebo-  or  active-controlled  clinical  trials,  the  discontinuation  rate  due 
to  adverse  events  was  7.1%  for  patients  receiving  CELEBREX  and  6.1%  for  patients  receiving 
placebo.  Among  the  most  common  reasons  for  discontinuation  due  to  adverse  events  in  the 
CELEBREX  treatment  groups  were  dyspepsia  and  abdominal  pain  (cited  as  reasons  for  discontin- 
uation in  0.8%  and  0.7%  of  CELEBREX  patients,  respectively).  Among  patients  receiving  placebo, 
0.6%  discontinued  due  to  dyspepsia  and  0.6%  withdrew  due  to  abdominal  pain.  The  following 
adverse  events  occurred  in  0.1-1.9%  of  patients  regardless  of  causality. 

Celebrex  (100-200  mg  BID  or  200  mg  QD):  Gl:  Constipation,  diverticulitis,  dysphagia,  eructation, 
esophagitts,  gastritis,  gastroenteritis,  gastroesophageal  reflux,  hemorrhoids,  hiatal  hernia,  melena, 
dry  mouth,  stomatitis,  tenesmus,  tooth  disorder,  vomiting;  Cardiovascular:  Aggravated  hyperten- 
sion, angina  pectoris,  coronary  artery  disease,  myocardial  infarction;  General:  Allergy  aggravated, 
allergic  reaction,  asthenia,  chest  pain,  cyst  NOS,  edema  generalized,  face  edema,  fatigue,  fever,  hot 
flushes,  influenza-like  symptoms,  pain,  peripheral  pain;  Resistance  mechanism  disorders:  Herpes 
simplex,  herpes  zoster,  infection  bacterial,  infection  fungal,  infection  soft  tissue,  infection  viral,  moni- 
liasis, moniliasis  genital,  otitis  media;  Central,  peripheral  nervous  system:  Leg  cramps,  hypertonia, 
hypoesthesia,  migraine,  neuralgia,  neuropathy,  paresthesia,  vertigo;  Female  reproductive:  Breast 
fibroadenosis,  breast  neoplasm,  breast  pain,  dysmenorrhea,  menstrual  disorder,  vaginal  hemor- 
rhage, vaginitis;  Male  reproductive:  Prostatic  disorder;  Hearing  and  vestibular:  Deafness, 
ear  abnormality,  earache,  tinnitus;  Heart  rate  and  rhythm:  Palpitation,  tachycardia;  Liver  and 
biliary  system:  Hepatic  function  abnormal,  SGOT  increased,  SGPT  increased;  Metabolic  and 
nutritional:  BUN  increased,  CPK  increased,  diabetes  mellitus,  hypercholesterolemia,  hyper- 
glycemia, hypokalemia,  NPN  increase,  creatinine  increased,  alkaline  phosphatase  increased,  weight 
increase;  Musculoskeletal:  Arthralgia,  arthrosis,  bone  disorder,  fracture  accidental,  myalgia,  neck 
stiffness,  synovitis,  tendinitis;  Platelets  (bleeding  or  clotting):  Ecchymosis,  epistaxis,  thrombo- 
cythemia;  Psychiatric:  Anorexia,  anxiety,  appetite  increased,  depression,  nervousness,  somno- 
lence; Hemic:  Anemia,  Respiratory:  Bronchitis,  bronchospasm,  bronchospasm  aggravated, 
coughing,  dyspnea,  laryngitis,  pneumonia;  Skin  and  appendages:  Alopecia,  dermatitis,  nail 
disorder,  photosensitivity  reaction,  pruritus,  rash  erythematous,  rash  maculopapular,  skin  disorder, 
skin  dry,  sweating  increased,  urticaria,  Application  site  disorders:  Cellulitis,  dermatitis  contact, 
injection  site  reaction,  skin  nodule;  Special  senses:  Taste  perversion;  Urinary  system:  Albuminuria, 
cystitis,  dysuria,  hematuria,  micturition  frequency,  renal  calculus,  urinary  incontinence,  urinary 
tract  infection;  Vision:  Blurred  vision,  cataract,  conjunctivitis,  eye  pain,  glaucoma. 
Other  serious  adverse  reactions  which  occur  rarely  (<0.1%),  regardless  of  causality:  The  fol- 
lowing serious  adverse  events  have  occurred  rarely  in  patients,  taking  CELEBREX.  Cardiovascular: 
Syncope,  congestive  heart  failure,  ventricular  fibrillation,  pulmonary  embolism,  cerebrovascular 
accident,  peripheral  gangrene,  thrombophlebitis;  Gl:  Intestinal  obstruction,  intestinal  perfora- 
tion, Gl  bleeding,  colitis  with  bleeding,  esophageal  perforation,  pancreatitis,  cholelithiasis,  ileus; 
Hemic  and  lymphatic:  Thrombocytopenia;  Nervous  system:  Ataxia;  Renal:  Acute  renal  failure; 
General:  Sepsis,  sudden  death. 
OVERDOSAGE 

Symptoms  following  acute  NSAID  overdoses  are  usual 
vomiting,  and  epigastric  pain,  which  are  generally  rev 
can  occur.  Hypertension,  acute  renal  failure,  respirati 
are  rare.  Anaphylactoid  reactions  have  been  reported  \ 


may  occur  following  an  overdose.  Patiei 
care  following  an  NSAID  overdose.  The 
regarding  the  removal  of  celecoxib  by 
protein  binding  (>97%)  dialysis  is  unlil 
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rsible  with  supportive  care.  Gl  bleeding 
y  depression  and  coma  may  occur,  but 
ith  therapeutic  ingestion  of  NSAIDs,  and 
be  managed  by  symptomatic  and  supportive 
pecific  antidotes.  No  information  is  available 
oxib  by  hemodialysis,  but  based  on  its  high  degree  of  plasma 
i  is  unlikely  to  be  useful  in  overdose.  Emesis  and/or  activated 
1  to  2  g/kg  in  children)  and/or  osmotic  cathartic  may  be  indicated 
)f  ingestion  with  symptoms  or  following  a  large  overdose.  Forced 
hemodialysis,  or  hemoperfusion  may  not  be  useful  due  to  high 
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National  Commander  Butch  Miller  presents  the  William  Randolph  Hearst 
Award  to  the  Department  of  Ohio  for  performing  the  most  outstanding 
Americanism  accomplishments. 


ing  addiction  to  pork-barrel  spending." 

In  spite  of  mistakes  made  in  Wash- 
ington, McCain  was  not  pessimistic. 
"Veterans  demand  of  their  health-care 
system  exactly  what  their  country  de- 
manded of  their  service:  excellence 
and  commitment. 

"We  have  let  you  down,  and  we 
have  let  down  the  men  and  women 
who  wear  the  uniform  today.  And  I 
pledge  to  continue  to  do  all  I  can  to 
ensure  that  our  commitments  to  our 
veterans  are  honored  -  no  matter  what 
office  I  am  privileged  to  hold." 

Legion  Homecoming.  Speeches  by 
Gore  and  Hatch  illustrated  some  of  the 
differences  in  positions  between 
Democrat  and  Republican  presidential 
hopefuls.  Gore,  a  member  of  Ten- 
nessee's Post  57,  called  the  Conven- 
tion a  homecoming  for  him.  "My  dad 
was  a  member  of  The  American 
Legion,"  said  Gore.  "My  uncle,  Whit 
LaFon,  has  been  active  in  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  all  his  life.  He  is  a  past 
National  Executive  Committeeman 
and  past  Tennessee  Department  Com- 
mander. And  he's  here." 

With  introductions  out  of  the  way, 
Gore  brought  up  his  experience  in 
Vietnam.  The  vice  president  said  he 
knows  firsthand  how  important  it  is  to 
take  care  of  troops  who  are  sent  into 
harm's  way.  "Veterans'  issues  are  not 
just  policy  to  me,"  Gore  said.  "It  is  a 
personal  and  moral  standard." 

Tailoring  his  speech  for  the  audi- 
ence, Gore  hit  three  major  points  close 
to  veterans'  hearts:  a  strong  national 
defense,  quality  of  life  and  tending  to 
veterans'  needs. 


National  Commander  Butch  Miller  presents  the  James  V.  Day  Good 
Guy  Award  in  honor  of  Tommy  Lasorda.  Receiving  the  award  are  Laura 
Lee  Goldberg,  Lasorda's  daughter,  and  her  husband,  Bill  Goldberg. 


National  Commander  Butch  Miller  presents  the  Garland  D.  Murphy  Jr.  Award  to  Past 
Department  Commander  Lawrence  Strange  of  Florida  for  the  highest  contributions  to 
the  Child  Welfare  Foundation  as  Udie  Grant,  president  of  the  foundation,  looks  on. 


National  Commander  Butch  Miller  presents  Jim  Jacobs,  owner  of  Jacobs  Construc- 
tion in  Lemont,  Pa.,  the  Employer  of  the  Year  Award  for  hiring  veterans  as  Economics 
Chairman  John  Brieden  stands  by. 
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Great 


Product! 


New  color-selectable  sunglasses  give  your  eyes  chameleon  power! 

Drive  a  foggy  highway  and  your  amber  lenses  enhance  all  contrast.  You 
pick  out  every  detail  on  the  road.  As  the  fog  lifts,  swap  in  the  prismatic  blue 
lenses.  And  enjoy  all-around  protection  and  true  tones.  Beach  or  snow?  No 
problem.  Click  in  the  silver  mirrors  and  the  most  intense  light  and  glare  is 
reduced  to  a  refreshing  tint.  For  driving,  golfing,  try  the  gold  mirrors.  New 
Solini  Sunglasses  give  you  all  four  colors,  in  one  interchangeable  system. 
Each  is  impact-resistant  and  rated  to  banish  all  UV  rays.  Frames  are 
comfortable,  pure  nickel-silver.  Comes  in  a  cool  case  too. 
Solini™  Chameleon  Sunglass  System,  ^4^' 


#TE-7787  Retail  £7*95  Your  price  $49.95! 


Experience  the  thrill  of  flying  your  own  plane. 

Take  the  controls.  With  no  flying  credentials  you'll  be  soaring  in 
seconds.  So  easy  you'll  want  to  join  the  Air  Force  next!  Climb,  bank 
dip,  even  do  figure  eights  500  feet  high.  New  Airstrike  Plane  is  a 
big  34",  comes  fully  built.  Just  click  the  wings  into  place  and 
you're  oft]  Full  power,  electric  engine  requires  no  fueling, 
priming,  or  wind  up.  Streaks  up  to  40  mph,  with  3  channel 
control.  You  have  full  command  of  speed,  rudder,  and  elevator. 

Fly  all  day.  On-board  battery  pack  and  hi-performance 
charger  (both  included)  re-juices  in  minutes  right  off  your  car  lighter. 
Exclusive  electronics  cut  back  power  when  batteries  run  low,  extending 
your  flight  time.  One  of  the  most  exciting  products  we've  ever  offered, 
and  a  great  intro  for  future  pilots  of  any  age. 

■  AirStrike  Hi-Performance  Plane,  #MTC-9700  $199.95 

■  Optional  Second  Battery  Pack,  cut  down  on  ground  time  while  your 

other  batteries  charge  up.  #MTC-BAT  $29.95 


Be  the  man  with  the 
golden  touch.  Give 
poetry  in  precious 
metal. 

They  say  true  love 
never  dies.  Neither  will 
this.  As  everlasting  as  time 
itself,  each  is  an  actual  12" 
long-stem  rose,  layered  in 
pure  24k  gold,  preserving  it 
forever.  And  because  each 
is  real,  no  two  are  alike.  If 
a  more  unique  romantic 
gift  is  out  there,  we  haven't 
found  it.  Comes  in  a  lush 
red  box.  Put  one  under 
her  pillow.  Or  let  us  send 
one  anywhere  you'd  like. 

■  24k  Gold  Rose, 
#VC-3225  $49.95 

■  Dozen  24k  Gold  Roses, 
#VC-3226  $459.95 


Ever  wish  you  had  it  on  video? 
Pager-camera  now  lets  you  get  it  - 
secretly! 

Actual-size  pager  hides  a  complete 
video  camera.  Now  you  can  own  one  of 
the  KGB's  favorite  toys  -  used  by 
undercover  operatives  from  here  to 
Leningrad.  Clip  it  to  your  belt  or  car 
visor.  Connects  to  any  TV,  monitor,  or 
VCR  for  viewing  or  playback. 
Measuring  just  2"  x  2",  utilizes  an  ultra- 
clear  1/3  inch  CCD  camera  for  full  420 
lines  of  resolution.  Light  sensitivity  is  a 
remarkable  0.1  lux,  so  it  captures  action 
even  in  low  light,  with  full  120°  field-of- 
view.  Use  for  surveillance,  store  or 
factor)'  stakeouts,  journalism,  school 
security,  or  just  candid  movies  of  your 
friends  -  you  will  be  amazed  by  what 
you  capture. 

■  The  Pager  Video  Camera,  #HC-PGR 
Retail  $49*957  Intro  Price  $179.95! 


Satisfaction  Guaranteed  or  Your  Money  Back. 


New  micro-size  voice  disguiser  even  works  with  pay  phones. 

Here's  just  some  of  the  things  you  can  do  with  our  new  palm-sized  voice  changer:  fool  your 
friends,  confuse  your  enemies,  be  your  own  secretary,  make  anonymous  calls  for  business  or  security 
reasons,  or  protect  women  and  children  home  alone. 

Unlike  our  desk-top  voice-changers,  the  Micro-Disguiser  has  no  modular  hook-ups! 
Slip  it  from  your  pocket  and  place  it  over  any  phone's  mouth  piece.  Miniature 
electronics  alter  your  voice  through  three  mechanical  toned  scales,  high  to 
low.  Extreme  settings  sound  hilarious,  and  mid-range  will  fool 
your  own  mother.  Try  one! 
■  Shirt  Pocket  Micro  Voice-Disguiser 
#VC-168  $39.95 


New  laser  is  unlike  any  other,  paints  a  perfect 
horizontal  line  for  any  job. 

Hang  perfecn^traight  cabinets  or  pictures.  Paint  a 
waterline  on  your  boaVPour  concrete.  Cement  an  exact  row  of 
tiles.  Level  a  hot  tub.  Er3iW  a  deck,  without  a  helper.  Once 
you've  used  this  laser,  it  wilTHe  the  handiest  tool  in  your  pocket. 
Because  unlike  other  laser  levelsHhat  have  only  a  dot,  Builder's 
Mate™  has  a  built-in  line  generaton^rojects  a  ruby  knife-edge 
anywhere.  Plus  the  top  bubble  orientW)  45s,  90s  or  any  angle 
you  choose.  Replaces  squares,  plumbs,  arSdtransits,  yet  is  just 
6"  long.  Built  tough  of  aluminum,  with  swihsb^clip  and 
batteries  included. 

■  Builder's  Mate™  Multi-Job  Laser  Level,  #TE-00^49.95 


Imagine  James  Bond  re-inventing  the  utility  knife. 
You  get  an  entire  tool  shop,  in  a  pen! 

A  ticking  package,  a  tangled  rescue  line,  a  broken  bra  strap. 
Now  come  to  the  rescue  with  class  and  style.  Ready  for  every 

possible  emergency.  All  you 
need  is  hidden  inside!  Graphic 
arts,  modeling,  first  aid,  wire 
stripping,  box  opening,  and 
quick  repairs  anywhere. 
Unscrew  sections  for  a  carving 
blade,  cutting  blade,  saw,  hole 
puncher,  nail  remover,  and 
more.  Fix  a  shoe.  Spear  a 
-bagel.  Tweezers  to  remove  a 
sliver.  Scraper  for  stains.  And 
of  course  a  smooth-writing  pen.  Each  tool  is  hardened  stainless 
steel.  Body  is  anodized,  milled  aluminum.  Knurled  cylinders 
spin  for  quick  tool  changes.  Do-it-your-selfers,  campers, 
hunters,  gadget  lovers,  and  of  course  international    "  \_- 
secret  agents,  all  swear  by  it!  You  will,  too. 

■  Craftmaster  Pen  Tool,  #CPT-625  $29.95 


Interiors.  Posters. 
Paintings.  Windows. 
Carpentry.  Masonry. 
Paneling.  Tile  most 
remarkable  tool  in  20  years. 


Welcome  to  the  machine. 

To  access  the  time  on  our  best-selling  Machine 
Watch,  touch  the  secret  release  button.  Gleaming  pistons 
push  and  slide,  and  the  cover  raises.  Click  it  closed,  and 
it's  protected  from  dust  and  impact.  Quartz  action  is  ultra 
accurate.  Wear  it  and  enjoy  the  compliments  you'll 
receive  -  from  men,  women,  and  any  cyborg  you  meet. 
■  Machine  Watch  III,  #0340-M  $39.95 
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"IlK  Edge  ]ff  Company 


TOOLS,  GIFTS,  &  HI-TECH  ACTION  GEAR 
mm      24  Hour  Credit  Card  Order  Hotline 


11-800-732-99761 
Or  visit  us  online  at:  www.edgeco.com 

t    A  or  send  check/money  order  to: 

0  iX^^O '  The  Ed3e  Company  •  P.O.  Box  826-AN1 1 99  •  Brattleboro,  VT  05302 

Add  $6.00  express  shipping  and  insurance  per  item,  $2.00  each  additional  item. 
Every  item  you  buy  is  backed  up  by  our  iron-clad,  no-risk  guarantee.  You  will  be  completely  satisfied  or  your  money  back. 
The  Edge  Catalog  -  the  hottest  gifts,  tools,  and  unique  stuff  in  the  world.  Now  for  a  limited  time,  call  for  a  free  issue! 
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He  cited  his  advocacy  toward  mil 
itary  forces,  demonstrated  by  his 
vote  in  favor  of  the  Gulf  War  in 

1991.  He  went  as   

far  as  offering  an 
"iron-clad  com- 
mitment" in  main 
taining  a  strong 
force  for  peace 
and  freedom  if 
he's  elected  presi 
dent. 

"We  must  hon- 
or this  simple 
principle,  'Let's  never  ask  our  ser- 
vicemen and  women  to  do  what  they 
have  not  been  equipped  to  do,'"  said 
Gore.  "Let  us  match  their  courage 
with  armor.  Let  us  always  equip  them 
to  do  what  we  ask." 

Gore's  plan  to  improve  quality  of 


life  for  soldiers,  sailors  and  airmen 
includes  upgrading  and  replacing  old 
equipment,  barracks  and  family  hous- 


"Although  we  take  the  oath  and  the  pledge  in  the 
presence  of  Old  Glory,  it  is  not  the  colored  cloth;  it 
is  the  Constitution  that  is  in  our  hearts. " 

-  Patrick  Brady,  Chairman  of  Citizens  Flag  Alliance 


ing.  He  also  talked  of  the  proposed 
military  pay  raise  -  possibly  the 
largest  since  1982.  Gore  pledged  to 
uphold  veterans'  rights.  "Let's  face  it, 
we  don't  give  our  veterans  anything. 
You've  earned  it  -  with  sweat,  cour- 
age, blood  and  sacrifice." 


A  final  resting  place  was  another 
quality-of-life  issue  Gore  touched  on. 
New  veterans'  cemeteries  are  being 

  opened  in  Dallas, 

Cleveland  and 
Saratoga,  N.Y.  Ac- 
cording to  Gore,  this 
is  the  largest  expan- 
sion of  the  national 
cemetery  system 
since  World  War  II. 

Discussing  bene- 
fits afforded  an  easy 
transition  to  address 
Social  Security.  "I'll  be  damned  if 
I'm  going  to  allow  it  to  be  cut  or 
weakened  or  taken  away,"  said  Gore. 
In  his  estimation,  the  budget  surplus 
should  be  used  to  save  Social  Securi- 
ty, strengthen  Medicare  and  pay  off 
the  national  debt. 


VA  Secretary  Togo  D.  West  Jr.  addressed 
key  Legion  issues  in  his  speech  to  the 
delegation. 


Former  POW  and  current  presidential 
candidate  Sen.  John  McCain,  R-Ariz.,  crit- 
icized the  current  defense  policies  while 
pledging  to  honor  all  veterans. 


Chairman  of  the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance 
Patrick  Brady  urged  the  crowd  to  get 
involved  in  the  flag-protection  process. 
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The  Legion  glistened  as  members  and  VIPs  paraded  through  the  sun-drenched  streets  of  Anaheim 


THE  OLD  SONG  LYRIC  certainly 
rang  true  for  The  American  Legion 
Convention  Parade.  Celebrating  the 
warm,  dry  weather,  Minnesota  Legion- 
naires decided  to  start  the  parade  party 
early. 

Actually,  the  9th  District  Band  from 
northwestern  Minnesota  has  a  tradition 
of  getting  a  headstart  on  parade  day. 
The  band  played  an  impromptu  concert 
in  the  lobby  of  the  Anaheim  Hilton  be- 
fore heading  over  to  the  parade  assem- 
bly area.  It  kept  hotel  guests  clapping 
and  toe-tapping  with  a  Dixieland  jazz 
rendition  of  "This  Land  is  Your  Land." 

Stepping  up  for  an  endless  string  of 
clarinet  solos  was  the  band's  founder, 
89-year-old  Herschel  Lysaker.  "We've 
been  doing  these  concerts  since  the  band 
was  formed  in 


Rear  Adm.  John  L. 
Scott  serves  as  a 
deputy  grand  marshal 
of  the  parade. 


1929,"  said 
Lysaker,  who 

hasn't  missed  a  Convention 
since.  Over  the  years,  the  55- 
piece  band  has  played  wear- 
ing everything  from  bib 
overalls  to  uniforms  which 
they  donned  for  this  year's 
parade. 

Band  members  have 
moved  to  all  parts  of  the 
United  States,  yet  they  come 
together  every  year  for  the 
Convention.  Listening  to  the 
jam  session,  however, 
guests  hardly  noticed  the 
lack  of  practice. 

They  glanced  toward  the 
sky  as  they  boarded  the  bus  to  be  shuttled  to  the  assem- 
bly area,  and  smiled  knowing  their  instruments  would 
stay  dry  this  year.  The  cloudless  sky  washed  away  the 
wet  memories  of  last  year's  parade  -  the  only  one  in  Le- 
gion history  to  be  called  off  -  due  to  lightning. 

At  Ponderosa  Park,  103  units,  the  U.S.  Army  40th  In- 
fantry Division  Marching  Band,  five  Legion  bands,  five 
high-school  bands  and  scads  of  Legionnaires  fell  into  for- 
mation. In  true  California  spirit,  the  marchers  headed 
west  and  into  the  sunset  down  Orangewood  Avenue. 

Neighborhood  children  and  families  lined  the  streets 
to  admire  the  spectacle  filling  their  suburban  street. 
While  some  children  dove  for  candy  and  waved  to  VIPs 
and  passersby,  others  volunteered  to  help.  Boy  Scouts 
from  local  Troops  1506  and  314  aided  thirsty  marchers 
by  delivering  bottles  of  cold  water.  "I'm  a  member  of 
Anaheim  Post  72,"  said  Scoutmaster  Mike  Reetz.  "The 


American  Legion  Youth  Champions  (l-r)  Kevin  Sladek,  Oratorical  Champion; 
Ryan  Rippel,  Boys  Nation  President;  Crystal  Dove,  Junior  Shooting  Sports 
Champion;  and  Chad  Opel,  1998  American  Legion  Baseball  Player  of  the  Year, 
participate  in  the  parade. 


Post  asked  if  my  boys  could  help,  so  I  have  six  of  them 
out  here  with  me  today." 

The  three-hour  affair  wound  its  way  toward  the  Ana- 
heim Hilton,  and  each  unit  was  announced  as  it  passed 
the  reviewing  stand.  Scores  of  Legion  VIPs  were  seated 
under  the  canopy  of  the  reviewing  stand.  Past  National 
Commanders,  Vice  Commanders,  the  Parade  Grand 
Marshal  and  Deputy  Mar- 
shals all  snapped  salutes  for 
each  American  Flag  passing 
before  them. 

Along  with  the  patriotic 
music  echoing  through  Con- 
vention Way,  Legionnaires 
donned  costumes  associated 
with  their  states.  The  Okla- 
homa contingent  wore  Native 
American  headgear  while 
Iowa's  waltzed  by  carrying 
corn  stalks.  Idaho  marchers 
wore  no  costumes,  yet  re- 
ceived raucous  applause  as 
the  contingent  paraded  its 
candidate  for  National  Com- 
mander, Al  Lance,  past  the 
main  stage. 

Two  people  were  particularly  pleased  with  how  the 
grand  event  unfolded:  parade  co-chairpersons  James  and 
Diana  Drake.  "It  started  promptly  at  4  p.m.,  and  all  of 
our  'Anaheim  in  '99'  Convention  Corporation 
volunteers  did  a  tremendous  job,"  said  Diana  Drake. 
"Watching  the  units  file  by  made  the  last  12  months  of 
planning  worthwhile." 


Richie  Richardson 
sits  on  his  father 
Rusty's  shoulders  to 
gain  a  better  view  of 
the  crowd. 
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embers  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Juniors  from  Kansas  carry  the  flag  during  the  parade. 


ambers  of  Maryland's  color  guard  march  down  Convention  Way.  Parade  revelers  enjoy  themselves  during  the  parade. 
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Al  Lance  is  sworn  in  by  Past  National  Commander  H.F.  "Sparky"  Gierke. 


Following  the  Legion's  Lead.  Hatch 
followed  Gore  and  immediately 
touched  on  the  issue  of  bipartisanship. 
The  Utah  Republican  commended  the 
Legion  on  the  ability  to  bring  together 
soldiers,  sailors  and  airmen  for  the 
common  good  of  veterans. 

"If  the  Legion  can  do  that,  then 
Republicans  and  Democrats  should  be 
able  to  come  together  in  Washington," 
said  Hatch.  The  Senate,  Hatch  said, 
has  set  aside  $2.9  trillion  from  a  pro- 
jected surplus  to  save  Medicare  and 
Social  Security  and  to  pay  off  our  na- 
tional debt.   


into  the  private  sector. 

"Military  personnel  don't  seek 
wealth,  but  they  do  seek  pay  for  ser- 
vice and  risks,"  noted  Hatch. 

"Military  pay  comparability  with 
civilian  equivalency  has  not  been 
achieved  since  1982.  A  record  number 
of  military  families  are  on  food 
stamps,  and  that  is  deplorable." 

According  to  Hatch,  Ronald  Rea- 
gan was  able  to  build  military  spend- 
ing to  6.2  percent  of  the  Gross 
Domestic  Product.  This  year,  military 
spending  will  be  down  to  3.2  percent 


Legionnaires  show  their  support  for 
I  National  Commander  Al  Lance  prior  to 
his  election. 

with  a  projection  of  another  drop  to 
2.9  percent. 

"It  took  us  years  to  convince  the 
Clinton/Gore  administration  that  the 
threat  was  not  15  years  away,  but  was 
actually  much  closer,"  said  Hatch. 

Legionnaires  know  Hatch  as  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  flag-protection 
amendment.  He  has  sponsored  the 
measure  in  the  Senate  and  will  contin- 
ue to  support  it.  "We  are  so  close  to 
passage,"  noted  Hatch.  "Each  time  we 
have  been  beaten  back,  but  only  by 
the  smallest  minority.  Like  our  fore- 


Instilling  Legion  Values. 

The  senator  praised  The 
American  Legion  for 
"working  to  uphold  the 
very  fundamental  values 
which  I  have  tried  to  make 
the  centerpiece  of  my  Sen- 
ate career."  Hatch 
addressed  military  readi- 
ness, saying  that  nearly 
eight  years  of  neglect  has 
taken  its  toll. 

He  said  Army  recruit- 
ment is  coming  up  8,000 
short  this  year;  the  Air 
Force  needs  1 ,000  more 
pilots;  the  Navy  can't  de- 
ploy ships  due  to  critical 
skill  shortages;  and  one- 
third  of  pilots  are  turning 
down  aviation  continuation  1 1 

pay  -  a  bonus  as  high  as  National  Commander  Al  Lance  celebrates  his  election  with  his  wife,  Sherry,  daughter,  Lisa,  and 
$100,000  -  and  moving        son  Luke  by  his  side.  Another  son,  Alan  Jr.,  was  not  in  attendance. 
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bears,  we  will  press  on  until  we  are 
victorious." 

Hatch  closed  with  a  look  into  the 
future.  When  The  American  Legion 
gathers  in  Milwaukee  for  the  82nd 
Convention,  "I  hope  to  report  that 
we  have  passed  the  constitutional 
amendment,  lowered  taxes  and  have 
bolstered  defense  spending.  "These 
will  be  my  priorities  for  the  coming 
year." 

Call  to  Action.  One  patriot  knows 
firsthand  the  dedication  needed  to  gain 
passage  for  the  flag-protection  amend- 
ment. Maj.  Gen.  Patrick  Brady  (USA- 
Ret.),  chairman  of  the  Citizens  Flag 
Alliance,  has  always  been  warmly 
embraced  by  the  Legion. 

As  it  stands  now,  the  amendment 
was  passed  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives and  is  slated  for  action  in  the 
106th  Congress. 

"All  of  you  who  have  helped  pay 
the  price  for  our  freedom  once  took  an 
oath  to  protect  and  defend  our  Consti- 
tution against  all  enemies,"  said  Brady. 
"And  every  day  millions  of  Americans 
take  that  same  oath  when  they  pledge 
allegiance  to  the  flag.  Although  we 
take  the  oath  and  the  pledge  in  the 
presence  of  Old  Glory,  it  is  not  the 
colored  cloth,  it  is  the  Constitution  that 
is  in  our  hearts." 

Brady  inspired  the  crowd  to  action, 
not  by  raising  his  voice,  but  by  using 
genuine  feeling  and  logic  for  the  issue 
which  he  is  most  passionate  about. 
Brady  said  we  have  squelched  our  for- 
eign enemies  and  kept  Old  Glory  fly- 
ing proud.  Today's  enemies,  he  warns, 
aren't  wearing  camouflage  and  carry- 
ing weapons;  these  enemies  instead 
wear  black  robes  and  expensive  suits. 
Bunkers  have  been  replaced  by  court- 
rooms, classrooms  and  newsrooms. 
And  the  casualties  are  families  and  all 
Americans  who  are  working  for  what  is  right 

It  comes  as  no  surprise  that  Brady 
firmly  believes  these  enemies  can  be 
defeated.  "The  enemy  these  elite  fear 
most  is  an  informed,  alert,  active  ma- 
jority," said  Brady.  "A  victory  for  an 
amendment  would  be  a  devastating 
defeat  to  these  elitists.  It  would  change 
the  battlefield  from  courtrooms  to  liv- 
ing rooms  and  start  a  slippery  slope, 
which  could  return  to  the  people  their 
Constitution." 

Brady  believes  the  Supreme  Court 
has  the  right  to  make  a  mistake.  "We 
have  an  obligation  to  correct  their  mis- 
takes," concluded  Brady.  "Let's  send  a 


message  to  those  who  mess  with  our 
Constitution  that  we  will  not  allow  it 
anymore." 

Questions  and  Concerns.  Sen.  Bob 
Smith,  I-N.H.,  followed  suit  and 
demonstrated  his  support  for  the  flag- 
protection  amendment.  He  held  up  a 
$20  bill  and  asked,  "If  the  flag  is  con- 
sidered merely  a  piece  of  cloth,  why 
then  is  this  not  considered  just  a  piece 
of  paper?"  Point  made,  Smith  went  on 
to  question  a  plethora  of  other  actions 
which  has  him  perplexed. 

Firing  them  off  in  rapid  succession, 
he  addressed  the  issues  of  Iran  and 
Iraq  still  developing  weapons  of  mass 


destruction;  North  Korea  testing  mis- 
siles over  the  Sea  of  Japan;  and  China 
threatening  Taiwan  while  being  able  to 
purchase  targeting  systems  from  U.S. 
companies. 

The  POW/MIA  issue  is  of  particu- 
lar importance  to  Smith.  The  senator, 
who  serves  on  the  U.S./Russian 
POW/MIA  Commission,  said,  "We  do 
not  have  the  fullest  possible  account- 
ing of  our  POWs  and  MIAs  from  the 
Korean  and  Vietnam  wars  and  even 
World  War  II.  You're  being  misled 
when  you're  told  these  communist  na- 
tions are  fully  cooperating.  Why 
should  we  normalize  relations  with 
Hanoi  and  give  up  our  leverage?" 
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Foreign  Relations  Commission  Chairman  W.M.  "Bill"  Bishop,  left,  and  National  Secu- 
rity Commission  Chairman  Allen  L.  Titus  honor  POWs  and  MIAs  with  the  traditional 
empty  chair  ceremony. 


Smith  continued  his  barrage  of 
questions  when  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion toward  budgets.  "It  doesn't  take 
an  accountant  to  see  the  flaw  of  giv- 
ing $18  million  to  the  International 
Monetary  Fund  while  veterans  are 
sleeping  on  grates  in  cities  like 
Washington,  D.C.  Spending  money 


for  veterans  in  need  is  more  impor- 
tant than  spending  millions  for  the 
National  Endowment  for  the  Arts," 
noted  Smith. 

Fond  Farewell.  In  his  convention 
report,  National  Commander  Butch 
Miller  congratulated  the  founders  of 


The  American  Legion  for  creating 
an  "enduring,  values-based  founda- 
tion upon  which  millions  have  built 
for  more  than  80  years." 

Miller  spoke  of  meeting,  during 
his  year  of  stewardship,  individuals 
such  as  Bill  Brown  "who  have  made 
The  American  Legion  the  positive 
force  that  it  is. 

"Bill  is  69  years  old,  but  he's  not 
ready  to  ride  a  rocking  chair  and 
watch  the  world  go  by,"  Miller  ex- 
plained. "Every  day  he  takes  nitro- 
glycerin pills  and  then  goes  to  work 
for  his  American  Legion"  as  assis- 
tant sergeant  at  arms  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Georgia. 

Miller  met  Brown  on  a  hot  sum- 
mer day  in  Georgia,  "pounding  on 
doors,  stopping  people  on  the 
streets,  looking  for  veterans  to  start 
a  new  Legion  Post."  Why  does 
Brown  do  what  he  does?  "I  love  this 
organization,"  he  told  Miller.  "I  love 
The  American  Legion."  Miller 
called  Brown  a  "metaphor  for  all  of 
us,  because  we  love  America,  and 
together  we  just  keep  getting  good 
things  done." 

Among  Legion  accomplishments 
in  the  past  year,  Miller  cited  the 
raising  of  one  million  dollars  for  the 
National  World  War  II  Memorial; 
support  for  the  troops  that  helped 
active  GIs  obtain  a  4.8-percent  pay 
raise;  the  contribution  of  nearly 
$600,000  to  The  American  Legion 
National  Emergency  Fund;  pressur- 
ing the  VA  so  that  elderly  or  severe- 
ly disabled  veterans  would  not  be 
removed  from  VA  nursing  facilities; 
lobbying  for  an  increase  in  VA 
medical  funding  that  led  to  a  $1.7 
billion  addition  by  the  House  Ap- 
propriations Committee;  and  push- 
ing for  burial  honors  for  any  veteran 
upon  request  by  the  veteran's  fami- 
ly. This  led  to  a  new  law  which  will 
take  effect  in  January  ensuring  the 
Department  of  Defense  will  provide 
a  military  honor  guard  whenever 
possible. 

"I'm  pleased  to  report  that  we're 
closer  than  ever  to  returning  to  the 
American  people  the  right  to  protect 
their  flag  from  acts  of  intentional 
physical  desecration,"  Miller  said, 
pointing  out  that  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives passed  the  flag-protec- 
tion amendment  for  the  third  time, 
and  that  the  amendment  gained  one 
or  two  supporters  in  the  Senate. 
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Members  of  the  Speedway  Post  500  Color  Guard  perform  on  Edison  Field  before  an  Angels  baseball  game. 


The  American  Legion  will  contin- 
ue to  fight  for  a  full  accounting  of  all 
POWs  and  MIAs,  Miller  promised. 
And  he  said  he  was  proud  the  Legion 
has  become  an  "on-line"  organiza- 
tion with  the  cyber  participation  of 
52  Departments,  as  opposed  to  17  at 
the  start  of  the  year. 

Membership  continues  to  be  a 


challenge,  Miller  reflected.  "Every 
place  there  is  a  high  school,  there 
should  be  an  American  Legion 
Post,"  he  said.  He  congratulated 
Kentucky,  Nevada,  Alaska,  Virginia, 
South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Hawaii 
for  exceeding  their  1999  member- 
ship goals.  And  he  lauded  Michigan 
for  "thinking  out  of  the  box"  and 


creating  19  new  Posts,  while  revital- 
izing one  on  the  brink  of  extinction. 

Miller  told  the  Convention,  "You 
and  the  members  of  The  American 
Legion  and  your  families  are  a  bea- 
con of  hope  in  a  world  that  is  con- 
fused, a  world  whose  values  are 
shifting  sands,  and  whose  vision  of 
the  future  is  clouded. 

"Yet,  you  are  clinging  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  values  that  our  Founders 
built  into  this  great  organization. 
You  are  passing  them  on  to  our  na- 
tion's young  people  through  our 
many  national,  state  and  local  youth 
programs. 

"And  every  time  you  reach  out, 
you  show  someone,  somewhere,  that 
we  still  care;  that  we,  the  four  million 
members  of  The  American  Legion 
family,  are  'still  serving  America.'" 

Greetings,  Commander  Lance. 

Idaho's  attorney  general  will  serve 
as  The  American  Legion's  new 
National  Commander  -  the  first 
Legionnaire  from  Idaho  to  serve  at 
this  post. 

During  his  acceptance  speech, 
Lance  acknowledged  he  knew  as  a 
child  there  was  nobility  in  serving 
your  country.  "I  followed  those  Le- 
gionnaires on  Memorial  Day  -  those 
heroes,  those  ordinary  farmers,  those 


A  Legionnaire  uses  one  of  the  Command  Post  telephones  to  talk  to  senators  and 
voice  his  concern  for  veterans'  issues  and  the  flag-protection  amendment. 
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If  you  have  high  cholesterol  and  heart  disease, 
talk  to  your  doctor  about  ZOCOR. 

The  cholesterol  medicine  that  Helps  Save  Lives. 


Life  is  filled  with  moments  you  don't 
want  to  miss.  By  reducing  the  risk  of 
a  heart  attack,  ZOCOR  can  help  ensure 
that  you'll  be  there  to  enjoy  them. 

When  diet  and  exercise  are  not 
enough,  talk  to  your  doctor  about 
adding  ZOCOR.  In  a  landmark  five-year 
study  among  heart  disease  patients  with 
high  cholesterol,  ZOCOR  demonstrated 
impressive  results:  fewer  heart  attacks, 
fewer  strokes  or  mini-strokes,  and  42% 
fewer  deaths  from  heart  disease. 

In  addition,  ZOCOR  has  been  proven 
to  dramatically  reduce  LDL  ("bad") 
cholesterol  while  increasing  HDL 
("good")  cholesterol. 

Important  considerations:  ZOCOR 
is  a  prescription  medication,  so  you 
should  ask  your  doctor  or  healthcare 
professional  if  ZOCOR  is  right  for  you. 


ZOCOR  isn't  for  everyone,  including 
women  who  are  pregnant  or  nursing 
or  who  may  become  pregnant, 
people  who  are  allergic  to  any  of  its 
ingredients,  or  anyone  with  liver 
disease.  Unexplained  muscle  pain  or 
weakness  could  be  a  sign  of  a  rare 
but  serious  side  effect,  and  should  be 
reported  to  your  doctor  right  away 
Your  doctor  may  do  simple  blood 
tests  before  and  during  treatment 
with  ZOCOR  to  check  for  liver 
problems.  Be  sure  your  doctor  knows 
about  other  medications  you  may  be 
taking  in  order  to  avoid  any  possible 
serious  drug  interactions. 

To  get  your  free  copy  of  "The 
Guide  to  Surviving  High  Cholesterol" 
call  1-888-316-3725.  Visit  our  website 
at  www.zocor.com. 


ZOCOR 

(SIMVASTATIN) 


PRECAUTIONS 

Before  starting  treatment  with  ZOCOR  ™  (simvastatin),  try  to  lower  your  cholesterol  by  other  methods 
such  as  diet,  exercise,  and  weight  loss.  Ask  your  doctor  about  how  best  to  do  this.  Any  other 
medical  problems  that  can  cause  high  cholesterol  should  also  be  treated. 


PLEASE  READ  THIS  SUMMARY  CAREFULLY,  AND  THEN  ASK  YOUR  DOCTOR  ABOUT 
ZOCOR.  NO  ADVERTISEMENT  CAN  PROVIDE  ALL  THE  INFORMATION  NEEDED  TO 
PRESCRIBE  A  DRUG.  THIS  ADVERTISEMENT  DOES  NOT  TAKE  THE  PLACE  OF  CAREFUL 
DISCUSSIONS  WITH  YOUR  DOCTOR.  ONLY  YOUR  DOCTOR  HAS  THE  TRAINING  TO 
WEIGH  THE  RISKS  AND  BENEFITS  OF  A  PRESCRIPTION  DRUG  FOR  YOU. 


USES  OF  ZOCOR 

ZOCOR  is  a  prescription  drug  that  is  indicated  as  an  addition  to  diet  for  many  patients  with  high 
cholesterol  when  diet  and  exercise  are  inadequate.  For  patients  with  coronary  heart  disease  (CHD) 
and  high  cholesterol,  ZOCOR  is  indicated  as  an  addition  to  diet  to  reduce  the  risk  of  death  by 
reducing  coronary  death;  to  reduce  the  risk  of  heart  attack;  to  reduce  the  risk  for  undergoing  cardiac 
procedures  (coronary  artery  bypass  grafting  and  percutaneous  transluminal  coronary  angioplasty); 
and  to  reduce  the  risk  of  stroke  or  transient  ischemic  attack  (TIA). 
WHEN  ZOCOR  SHOULD  NOT  BE  USED 
Some  people  should  not  take  ZOCOR.  Discuss  this  with  your  doctor. 
ZOCOR  should  not  be  used  by  patients  who  are  allergic  to  any  of  its  ingredients.  In  addition  to  the 
active  ingredient  simvastatin,  each  tablet  contains  the  following  inactive  ingredients;  cellulose, 
lactose,  magnesium  stearate,  iron  oxides,  talc,  titanium  dioxide,  and  starch.  Butylated 
hydroxyanisole  is  added  as  a  preservative. 

Patients  with  liver  problems:  ZOCOR  should  not  be  used  by  patients  with  active  liver  disease 
or  repeated  blood  test  results  indicating  possible  liver  problems.  (See  WARNINGS.) 
Women  who  are  or  may  become  pregnant:  Pregnant  women  should  not  take  ZOCOR 
because  it  may  harm  the  fetus  Women  of  childbearing  age  should  not  take  ZOCOR  unless 
it  is  highly  unlikely  that  they  will  become  pregnant.  If  a  woman  does  become  pregnant 
while  on  ZOCOR,  she  should  stop  taking  the  drug  and  talk  to  her  doctor  at  once. 
Women  who  are  breast-teeding  should  not  take  ZOCOR. 
WARNINGS 

Muscle:  Tell  your  doctor  right  away  if  you  experience  any  unexplained  muscle  pain, 
tenderness,  or  weakness  at  any  time  during  treatment  with  ZOCOR  so  your  doctor 
can  decide  if  ZOCOR  should  be  stopped.  Some  patients  may  have  muscle  pain  or 
weakness  while  taking  ZOCOR.  Rarely,  this  can  include  muscle  breakdown  resulting 
in  kidney  damage.  The  risk  of  muscle  breakdown  is  greater  in  patients  taking  certain 
other  drugs  along  with  ZOCOR,  such  as  the  lipid-lowering  drug  Lopid  (gemfibrozil), 
and  other  fibrates;  lipid-lowering  doses  of  niacin  (nicotinic  acid);  Sandimmune 
(cyclosporine);  itraconazole,  ketoconazole,  and  other  azole  antifungal  drugs;  the 
antibiotics  erythromycin  and  clarithromycin;  HIV  protease  inhibitors;  and  the 
antidepressant  nefazodone.  Interruption  of  therapy  with  ZOCOR  should  be 
considered  if  you  are  going  to  take  an  azole  antifungal  medication,  such  as 
itraconazole,  or  macrolide  antibiotics,  such  as  erythromycin.  Patients  using  ZOCOR 
along  with  any  of  these  other  drugs  should  be  carefully  monitored  by  their  physician. 
The  risk  of  muscle  breakdown  is  greater  in  patients  with  kidney  problems  or 
diabetes. 

Because  there  are  risks  in  combining  therapy  with  ZOCOR  with  the  drugs  listed 
above,  your  doctor  should  carefully  weigh  the  potential  benefits  and  risks.  He  or 
she  should  also  carefully  monitor  patients  for  any  muscle  pain,  tenderness,  or 
weakness,  particularly  during  the  initial  months  of  therapy  and  if  the  dose  of  either 
drug  is  increased.  Your  doctor  also  may  monitor  the  level  of  certain  muscle  enzymes 
in  your  body,  but  there  is  no  assurance  that  such  monitoring  will  prevent  the 
occurrence  of  severe  muscle  disease. 

If  you  have  conditions  that  can  increase  your  risk  of  muscle  breakdown,  which  in 
turn  can  cause  kidney  damage,  your  doctor  should  temporarily  withhold  or  stop 
ZOCOR.  Also,  since  there  are  no  known  adverse  consequences  of  briefly  stopping 
therapy  with  ZOCOR,  treatment  should  be  stopped  a  few  days  before  elective  major 
surgery  and  when  any  major  acute  medical  or  surgical  condition  occurs.  Discuss 
this  with  your  doctor,  who  can  explain  these  conditions  to  you. 
Liver:  About  1%  of  patients  who  took  ZOCOR  in  clinical  trials  developed  elevated 
levels  of  some  liver  enzymes.  Patients  who  had  these  increases  usually  had  no  symptoms. 
Elevated  liver  enzymes  usually  returned  to  normal  levels  when  therapy  with  ZOCOR  was  stopped 

In  the  ZOCOR  Survival  Study,  the  number  of  patients  with  more  than  one  liver  enzyme  level 
elevation  to  greater  than  3  times  the  normal  upper  limit  was  no  ditferent  between  the  ZOCOR  and 
placebo  groups.  Only  8  patients  on  ZOCOR  and  5  on  placebo  discontinued  therapy  due  to  elevated 
liver  enzyme  levels.  Patients  were  started  on  20  mg  of  ZOCOR,  and  one  third  had  their  dose  raised 
to  40  mg. 

Your  doctor  should  perform  routine  blood  tests  to  check  these  enzymes  before  you 
start  treatment  with  ZOCOR  and  periodically  thereafter  (for  example,  semiannually)  for 
your  first  year  of  treatment  or  until  1  year  after  your  last  elevation  in  dose.  Patients 
titrated  to  the  80-mg  dose  should  receive  an  additional  test  at  3  months.  If  your  enzyme 
levels  increase,  your  doctor  should  order  more  frequent  tests.  If  your  liver  enzyme  levels  remain 
unusually  high,  your  doctor  should  discontinue  your  medication. 

Tell  your  doctor  about  any  liver  disease  you  may  have  had  in  the  past  and  about  how  much  alcohol 
you  consume.  ZOCOR  should  be  used  with  caution  in  patients  who  consume  large  amounts 
of  alcohol. 
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Drug  Interactions:  Because  of  possible  serious  drug  interactions,  it  is  important  to  tell  your 
doctor  what  other  drugs  you  are  taking,  including  those  obtained  without  a  prescription. 

ZOCOR  can  interact  with  cyclosporine  (Sandimmune),  itraconazole,  ketoconazole,  Lopid,  niacin, 
erythromycin,  clarithromycin,  HIV  protease  inhibitors,  and  nefazodone.  (See  WARNINGS,  Muscle.) 

Some  patients  taking  lipid-lowering  agents  similar  to  ZOCOR  and  coumarin  anticoagulants  (a  type 
of  blood  thinner)  have  experienced  bleeding  and/or  increased  blood  clotting  time.  Patients  taking 
these  medicines  should  have  their  blood  tested  before  starting  therapy  with  ZOCOR  and  should 
continue  to  be  monitored. 

Central  Nervous  System  Toxicity;  Cancer,  Mutations,  Impairment  of  Fertility:  Like 
most  prescription  drugs,  ZOCOR  was  required  to  be  tested  on  animals  before  it  was  marketed  for 
human  use.  Often  these  tests  were  designed  to  achieve  higher  drug  concentrations  than  humans 
achieve  at  recommended  dosing.  In  some  tests,  the  animals  had  damage  to  the  nerves  in  the  central 
nervous  system.  In  studies  of  mice  with  high  doses  of  ZOCOR,  the  likelihood  of  certain  types  of 
cancerous  tumors  increased.  No  evidence  of  mutations  of  or  damage  to  genetic  material  has  been 
seen.  In  one  study  with  ZOCOR,  there  was  decreased  fertility  in  male  rats. 

Pregnancy:  Pregnant  women  should  not  take  ZOCOR  because  it  may  harm  the  fetus. 

Safety  in  pregnancy  has  not  been  established.  In  studies  with  lipid-lowering  agents  similar  to 
ZOCOR,  there  have  been  rare  reports  of  birth  defects  of  the  skeleton  and  digestive  system. 
Therefore,  women  of  childbearing  age  should  not  take  ZOCOR  unless  it  is  highly  unlikely  they  will 
become  pregnant.  If  a  woman  does  become  pregnant  while  taking  ZOCOR,  she  should  stop  taking 
the  drug  and  talk  to  her  doctor  at  once.  The  active  ingredient  of  ZOCOR  did  not  cause  birth  defects 
in  rats  at  3  times  the  human  dose  or  in  rabbits  at  3  times  the  human  dose. 

Nursing  Mothers:  Drugs  taken  by  nursing  mothers  may  be  present  in  their  breast  milk.  Because 
of  the  potential  for  serious  adverse  reactions  in  nursing  infants,  a  woman  taking  ZOCOR  should  not 
breast-feed.  (See  WHEN  ZOCOR  SHOULD  NOT  BE  USED.) 

Pediatric  Use:  ZOCOR  is  not  recommended  for  children  or  patients  under  20  years  of  age. 

SIDE  EFFECTS 

Most  patients  tolerate  treatment  with  ZOCOR  well;  however,  like  all  prescription  drugs,  ZOCOR  can 
cause  side  effects,  and  some  of  them  can  be  serious.  Side  effects  that  do  occur  are  usually  mild  and 
short-lived.  Only  your  doctor  can  weigh  the  risks  versus  the  benefits  of  any  prescription  drug.  In 
clinical  studies  with  ZOCOR,  less  than  1 .5%  of  patients  dropped  out  of  the  studies  because  of  side 
effects.  In  a  large,  long-term  study,  patients  taking  ZOCOR  experienced  similar  side  effects  to  those 
patients  taking  placebo  (sugar  pills).  Some  of  the  side  effects  that  have  been  reported  with  ZOCOR 
or  related  drugs  are  listed  below.  This  list  is  not  complete.  Be  sure  to  ask  your  doctor  about  side 
effects  before  taking  ZOCOR  and  to  discuss  any  side  effects  that  occur. 

Digestive  System:  Constipation,  diarrhea,  upset  stomach,  gas,  heartburn,  stomach  pain/cramps, 
anorexia,  loss  of  appetite,  nausea,  inflammation  ot  the  pancreas,  hepatitis,  jaundice,  fatty  changes  in 
the  liver,  and,  rarely,  severe  liver  damage  and  failure,  cirrhosis,  and  liver  cancer. 

Muscle,  Skeletal:  Muscle  cramps,  aches,  pain,  and  weakness;  joint  pain;  muscle  breakdown. 


Nervous  System:  Dizziness,  headache,  insomnia,  tingling,  memory  loss,  damage  to  nerves 
causing  weakness  and/or  loss  of  sensation  and/or  abnormal  sensations,  anxiety,  depression, 
tremor,  loss  of  balance,  psychic  disturbances. 

Skin:  Rash,  itching,  hair  loss,  dryness,  nodules,  discoloration. 

Eye/Senses:  Blurred  vision,  altered  taste  sensation,  progression  of  cataracts,  eye  muscle 
weakness. 

Hypersensitivity  (Allergic)  Reactions:  On  rare  occasions,  a  wide  variety  of  symptoms  have 
been  reported  to  occur  either  alone  or  together  in  groups  (referred  to  as  a  syndrome)  that  appeared 
to  be  based  on  allergic-type  reactions,  which  may  rarely  be  fatal.  These  have  included  one  or  more 
of  the  following;  a  severe  generalized  reaction  that  may  include  shortness  of  breath,  wheezing, 
digestive  symptoms,  and  low  blood  pressure  and  even  shock;  an  allergic  reaction  with  swelling  of 
the  face,  lips,  tongue  and/or  throat  with  difficulty  swallowing  or  breathing;  symptoms  mimicking 
lupus  (a  disorder  in  which  a  person's  immune  system  may  attack  parts  of  his  or  her  own  body); 
severe  muscle  and  blood  vessel  inflammation;  bruises;  various  disorders  of  blood  cells  (that  could 
result  in  anemia,  infection,  or  blood  clotting  problems)  or  abnormal  blood  tests;  inflamed  or  painful 
joints;  hives;  fatigue  and  weakness;  sensitivity  to  sunlight;  fever,  chills;  flushing;  difficulty  breathing; 
and  severe  skin  disorders  that  vary  from  rash  to  a  serious  burn-like  shedding  of  skin  all  over  the 
body,  including  mucous  membranes  such  as  the  lining  of  the  mouth 

Other:  Loss  of  sexual  desire,  breast  enlargement,  impotence. 

Laboratory  Tests:  Liver  function  test  abnormalities  including  elevated  alkaline  phosphatase  and 
bilirubin;  thyroid  function  abnormalities. 

NOTE:  This  summary  provides  important  information  about  ZOCOR.  If  you  would 
like  more  information,  ask  your  doctor  or  pharmacist  to  let  you  read  the  professional 
labeling  and  then  discuss  it  with  them. 

ZOCOR  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Merck  &  Co.,  Inc. 

The  other  brands  listed  are  trademarks  of  their 
respective  owners  and  not  ot  Merck  &  Co.,  Inc. 
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Lynn  Masters  (Idaho),  left,  and  Martha  Yancey  (Mo.)  took  time 
from  the  Convention  to  give  blood  with  the  help  of  Red  Cross 
Assistant  Christine  Alvarado.  The  donations  will  benefit  the 
local  community  and  the  Long  Beach  VA  Hospital.  Also 


awarded  during  the  convention  were  the  National  Blood-Donor 
Awards  which  went  to:  Florida  (Category  I),  Massachusetts 
(Category  II),  Nebraska  (Category  III),  Tennessee  (Category  IV) 
and  Rhode  Island  (Category  V). 


ordinary  bankers  ...  in  silence  to  the 
cemetery  to  remember  those  who 
had  made  the  supreme  sacrifice," 
said  Lance. 

He  went  on  to  note,  however,  that 
the  number  of  those  serving  their 
country  is 
shrinking.  The 
factors 
involved  in- 
clude budget 
cuts,  declin- 
ing retention 
and  recruit- 
ing, "and 
shamefully,  ... 
we  have  far 
too  many  mil- 
itary families 
on  food 
stamps  and 
public  assistance." 

The  announcement  came  as  no 
surprise  to  the  audience.  When  sol- 
diers are  spread  out  in  133  countries, 
yet  they  have  to  depend  on  welfare 
checks  to  survive,  "it's  no  wonder 
we're  having  a  recruiting  and  reten- 
tion crisis. 

"The  people  in  Washington  like 
to  talk  about  a  budget  surplus," 


"Saddle  up 
once  again 
for  America, 
and  we  will 
lead  America 
into  the  21st 
century." 

-  Al  Lance 


Lance  pointed  out.  "But  the  surplus, 
if  any,  cannot  be  calculated  until  all 
the  debts  are  paid."  According  to 
Lance,  those  debts  include  veterans' 
health  care,  deferred  compensation 
and  maintaining  a  strong  national 
defense. 


Youth  Potential.  Within  the 
organization,  Lance  recog- 
nized the  need  to  continue  to 
recruit  younger  members  - 
embracing  all  generations  of 
veterans.  "The  World  War  I 
veterans  did  the  right  thing," 
said  Lance.  He  said  that  by 
taking  in  the  veterans  of 
World  War  II,  "they  cast  aside 
the  need  to  be  petty  ...  they 
took  the  high  road  ...  and  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  make 
recommendations  as  to  how  to 
best  help  returning  [WWII] 
GIs  and  veterans  who  had  not 
yet  joined  The  American  Le- 
gion." 

Lance  then  asked  conven- 
tioneers to  return  the  favor, 
imploring  them  to  help  "those 
young,  patriotic,  brave  men 
and  women  who  are  under- 


manned and  underappreciated." 

Lance  encouraged  everyone  to 
"saddle  up  once  again  for  America, 
and  we  will  lead  America  into  the 
21st  century."  □ 
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National  Commander  Al  Lance  was  besieged  with 
autograph  requests  soon  after  the  election. 
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American  Legion  color  guard  units  march  into  the  Anaheim  Convention  Center  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  Senior  Color  Guard  Contest  held  during  the  National  Convention. 


UNITS  MARCH 
TOWARD  GLORY 

AWAY  FROM  THE  banquet  rooms 
and  podiums  of  the  plenary 
sessions,  the  pageantry  of  the  Senior 
Color  Guard  Contest  carried  on  a 
grand  and  colorful  American  Legion 
tradition  of  excellence,  teamwork  and 
discipline. 

Here  were  the  results: 
Military  Class  (Legion):  1. 
Henderson-Smith-Edmonds  Post  86, 
Rockville,  Md.;  2.  Post  500,  Speed- 
way, Ind.;  3.  Albany  Post  40,  Albany, 
Ore.;  4.  Patriots  Color  Guard,  Post  29, 
Glendale,  Ariz. 

Military  Class  (Open):  1.  Pure 
Heaven,  Ames,  Iowa;  2.  Post  178, 
Garrett,  Ind.;  3.  S.A.L.  Squadron  77, 
Easton,  Md.;  4.  Port  City  Auxiliary 
Unit  260,  Portage,  Ind.;  5.  S.A.L. 
Squadron  148,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Open  Class:  1.  Vanguard  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  Unit  1 ,  Rockland, 
Maine;  2.  Apple  Core  Color  Guard, 
Post  370,  Louisiana,  Mo.;  3.  Golden 
Suns  Color  Guard,  Post  277,  Phoenix, 
Ariz.;  4.  Golden  Eaglettes  Color 


Guard,  Phoenix,  Ariz.;  5.  Squadron 
277,  Post  277,  Placentia,  Calif. 

FAMOUS  DOG 
PROMOTES  CMN 

LEGIONNAIRES  MILLING  about 
the  Hilton's  lobby  during  the  Con- 
vention may  have  caught  an  interesting 
sight.  Dr.  Randall  Lange,  a  veterinari- 
an from  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  was  ac- 
companied by  Josh  -  the  star  golden 
retriever  of  the  program  "Josh  and 
Friends."  The  doctor  and  the  famous 
dog  were  guests  during  the  joint  meet- 
ing of  the  Americanism  and  Children 
&  Youth  commissions  and  part  of  their 
parade  of  stars. 

Along  with  the  likes  of  Steve 
Young,  quarterback  for  the  San 
Francisco  49ers,  and  Mary  Lou  Retton, 
Olympic  gold  medalist,  Dr.  Lange  and 
Josh  are  part  of  the  Children's  Miracle 
Network  "Parade  of  Champions." 

During  their  presentation,  they 
provided  a  brief  overview  of  their 
program  which  is  designed  to  help 
children  overcome  fears  associated 


with  surgery.  A  portion  of  the 
proceeds  from  the  sales  of  their  stuffed 
dog  and  children's  book  will  benefit 
local  children's  hospitals. 

CMN's  Director  of  Associations 
LaMar  Williams  updated  attendees  on 
the  Legion's  contributions.  Last  year, 
the  Legion  family  raised  $250,000  for 
local  children's  hospitals. 

"Our  partnership  with  CMN  is  a 
natural  for  the  Legion  family,"  said 
Elmer  Fuhrhop,  Chairman  of  the 
Children  and  Youth  Commission.  "It 
allows  us  to  help  children  who  might 
not  otherwise  receive  critical  med- 
ical attention." 


NIXON  LIBRARY 
OFFICIAL  SPEAKS 

THE  VIETNAM  WAR  would  have 
ended  much  differently  had  it  not 
been  for  Watergate,  one  of  President 
Nixon's  former  aides  said  at  the 
Legion  National  Historian's  luncheon. 

John  H.  Taylor,  the  executive 
director  of  the  Richard  Nixon  Library 
and  Birthplace  Foundation,  said  Nixon 
believed  the  United  States  could  arm 
and  train  the  South  Vietnamese  to 
defend  themselves. 

"After  the  communists  violated  the 
terms  of  the  Paris  Peace  agreement, 
Nixon  was  unable  to  get  the  support  he 
needed  from  Congress  to  bomb  the 
North.  What  changed  the  complexion 
of  the  situation  was  Watergate,"  he  said. 

Taylor,  who  joined  the  former  pres- 
ident's staff  in  1980,  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  luncheon.  He  told  the 
audience  of  about  70  that  Nixon  had 
inherited  the  failed  Vietnam  policy  of 
his  two  predecessors. 

"The  second  Richard  Nixon  lifted 
his  hand  off  the  Bible  in  1969,  he 
became  responsible  for  545,000  young 
Americans,"  Taylor  said.  "Two  prior 
presidents  and  four  prior  Congresses 
asked  to  fund  this  war.  Richard 
Nixon  stayed  (in  the  war)  for  four 
years  because  he  believed  he  could 
arm  and  train  the  Vietnamese  to 
defend  themselves."  Taylor  described 
Nixon  as  a  "centrist  Republican." 
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"I've  suffered  from 
arthritis  throughout  my  body 
for  many  years  and  it  is  an  absolute  joy 
to  get  a  good  night's  sleep  again!  No  more 
waking  up  every  couple  of  hours." 

—May  K.G.,  Gardner,  CO 


Patented 
Air  Chamber 
Design! 


Why  Arthritis  Sufferers 
Sleep  Better  On  Air! 


"I  have  severe  arthritis  and  have  been 
sleeping  in  a  Lazy  Boy  chair  in  our  living 
room  for  4 '/2  years  because  of  the  pain... 
Now,  I'm  sleeping  a  full  night  in  the 
WONDERFUL  bed!!!  Thanks  for  giving  me 
back  some  quality  of  life! 

— Sandra  J.M.,  Manistee,  MI 

The  SELECT  COMFORT®  Air  Sleep  System. 
It's  not  just  a  better  mattress,  but  a  better 
way  to  sleep.  Even  arthritis  sufferers  can 
sleep  more  comfortably! 

The  Select  Comfort  Air 
Z^^X      Sleep  System  doesn't  rely  on 
M  (  IB  )       springs  or  water,  but  on  a 

t    -  ^   £     cushion  of  air.  Air  gently 

I  j      contours  to  your  body's 

shape,  reducing  uncomfort- 
■  GO  f     able  pressure  points,  and 
c      tests  show  it  also  helps 
properly  support  your  back 

Li  ~~ 


Select  Comfort  Air  Sleep  Systems 
comfortably  contour  to  your  body, 

properly  support  your  back  and 
spine,  and  reduce  pressure  points. 


Metal  coil  mattresses  can 
create  uncomfortable  pressure 
points  and  provide  uneven 
support  over  time. 


TRY  IT  FOR  90  NIGHTS! 

We're  so  sure  you'll  sleep  better  on  air,  you  can 
take  up  to  three  months  to  decide,  or  your  money 
back.You've  got  to  sleep  on  it  to  believe  it! 

For  a  FREE  VIDEO  and  Catalog,  call  now! 

1-800-831-1211 

Ext.  26224 

F-™«"         ~  «-i  —  —  — 

Yes!  Please  rush  me  a  FREE 
Video  and  Catalog. 


The  Mattress  with  Easy 
Push  Button  Firmness  Control! 


Address_ 

City  


SELECT  COMFORT 
The  Air  Bed  Company1" 

Mail  to:  Select  Comfort  Direct  Corporation 

6105  Trenron  Lane  North,  Minneapolis,  MN  55442 
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AWARDS  AND 
ADULATIONS 

CONVENTION  IS  a  time  to  honor 
those  who  have  committed 
themselves  to  excellence.  Some  of  the 
award  winners  were: 

National  Membership  Recruiter  of 
the  Year  -  Joseph  Chilelli,  Covina, 
Calif.,  Post  888. 

Frank  N.  Belgrano  Trophy  (Ameri- 
canism) -  Department  of  Illinois. 

William  Randolph  Hearst  American- 
ism Trophy  -  Department  of  Ohio. 

Ralph  T.  O'Neil  Award  -  Depart- 
ment of  Wyoming. 

Garland  Murphy  Award  (Children  & 
Youth)  -  Department  of  Florida. 

Chapel  of  the  Four  Chaplains  Legion 
of  Honor  Bronze  Medallion  -  National 
Commander  Butch  Miller. 

The  winning  Departments  for  the 
Paul  H.  Griffith  ROTC  Trophy  were: 
Alaska,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Hawaii, 
Illinois,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Min- 
nesota, Missouri,  New  York,  Puerto 
Rico,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Vermont 
and  Virginia. 

The  American  Legion  Fourth  Estate 
Award  was  given  to  Jerry  Mitchell,  The 
Clarion  Ledger,  Jackson,  Miss. 

The  American  Legion  Distinguished 
Service  Award  was  awarded  posthu- 
mously to  Zachary  Fisher,  Chairman  of 
the  Fisher  House  Foundation. 

The  National  Law  Enforcement 
Officer  of  the  Year  was  Ronald  Tookes 
of  the  Miami/Dade  County  Police 
Department. 

DEPARTMENTS 
ADD  MONEY  TO 
NEF 


THE  NATIONAL  Emergency  Fund 
was  boosted  at  the  Convention 
with  sizable  contributions  from  several 
Departments  and  Posts.  The  following 
made  contributions  to  the  Fund: 
Kentucky,  $5,500;  Pennsylvania, 
$2,060;  Pennsylvania  Post  109, 
$2,000;  Vermont,  $9,235;  Wisconsin, 
$1,050;  Arizona  Post  42  $1,000;  and 
Nevada  (Fund  Day  Golf  outing 
involving  many  Departments),  $565. 

"RHINO"  CHARGES 
CONVENTIONEERS 

FEW  ATTENDEES  of  The 
American  Legion  Extension 
Institute  held  during  the  Convention 
had  an  opportunity  to  nod  off  -  not 


with  the  "World's  Happiest  Rhino"  on 
the  prowl.  Legionnaires  know  the 
Rhino  as  motivational  speaker  Charlie 
Tyrian.  The  retired  Marine  has  a  knack 
of  spotting  sleepy  students  and 
involving  them  in  his  presentation. 

The  purpose  of  the  course  is  to  offer 
Legionnaires  a  primer  on  the  Legion's 
history,  its  programs,  policies,  develop- 
ment, progress  and  future  goals.  The 
Institute  was  founded  shortly  after 
World  War  II. 

"The  goal  today,  to  borrow  from  a 


Commanding  Applause.  Distin- 
guished guests  attending  the  Com- 
mander's Banquet  were  entertained 
by  the  crooning  of  Denise  Clemente 
and  quipping  of  motivational  comic 
Andy  Andrews.  Clemente,  who  has 
performed  for  the  likes  of  Presidents 
Reagan  and  Bush,  enthralled  the 
crowd  at  the  Anaheim  Hilton  with  her 
dynamic  singing.  Guests  were  equal- 
ly impressed  with  Andrews,  who  was 
showered  with  laughter  during  his 
90-minute  performance. 

cliche,  is  to  train  the  trainers,"  said 
Herman  Harrington,  National  Internal 
Affairs  Chairman.  "The  hope  is  that 
those  sitting  in  the  crowd  will  go  back 
to  their  communities  and  encourage 
others  to  take  the  course." 

POW/MIA  ISSUE 
TAKES  PATIENCE 

ANN  BAKKENSEN  couldn't  keep 
from  crying  when  she  spoke  to  the 
members  of  the  POW/MIA  Commit- 
tee. As  vice  president  of  the  Korean 
Cold  War  Family  Association  of  the 
Missing,  she  told  of  the  slow,  agoniz- 
ing task  of  making  headway  on 
accounting  for  servicemembers  who 
have  been  classified  as  missing  in 


action  or  prisoners  of  war.  One  of  the 
reasons  for  the  tears  is  that  Bakkensen 
is  still  searching  for  the  answer  of 
what  happened  to  her  own  father  who 
never  came  home  from  one  of  his 
flying  missions. 

She  got  involved  in  the  worthwhile 
cause  after  reading  an  article  which 
listed  her  father  as  a  Korean  War  POW 
interrogated  by  the  Russians.  "I  was 
shocked,"  remembered  Bakkensen.  "I 
thought  my  father  died  when  his  F-86 
was  shot  down." 

The  message  the  librarian  hoped  to 
convey  to  Legionnaires  during  her 
presentation  was,  "Without  advocacy 
on  the  grassroots  level,  nothing  will 
happen  on  the  POW/MIA  issue." 

According  to  Bakkensen,  the 
United  States/  Russian  Joint  Commis- 
sion has  been  around  since  the  early 
'90s  and  is  tasked  with  researching 
Russian  archives,  yet  has  only  solved 
one  case.  "The  Russians  are  stone- 
walling," she  said.  "And  our  govern- 
ment officials  assigned  to  the  commit- 
tee simply  view  it  as  another 
committee  assignment." 

TOMMY  LASORDA 
HONORED 

FORMER  LOS  ANGELES 
Dodgers  Manager  Tommy  La- 
sorda  received  the  1999  James  V.  Day 
Good  Guy  Award.  The  "Good  Guy 
Award"  was  established  in  1970  by  the 
Past  Department  Commanders'  Club 
and  was  renamed  the  James  V.  Day 
Good  Guy  Award  at  the  1985  National 
Convention  in  honor  of  Day,  who  was 
instrumental  in  establishing  the  Past 
Department  Commanders'  Club  and 
the  original  award.  The  award  is 
presented  each  year  to  a  person  who, 
despite  the  time  devoted  to  his  or  her 
specialty,  feels  the  need  to  work  for 
and  on  behalf  of  others,  and  participate 
in  the  betterment  of  society. 

Past  recipients  include  actor/come- 
dian Jackie  Gleason,  golfers  Sam 
Sneed  and  Arnold  Palmer,  and  Sen. 
Barry  Goldwater. 

Lasorda,  who  was  elected  to  the 
Hall  of  Fame  in  1997,  was  named 
Senior  Vice  President  of  the  Dodgers 
in  1998. 

During  his  20  years  as  manager  of 
the  Dodgers,  Lasorda  won  two  World 
Championships,  four  National  League 
pennants  and  eight  division  titles.  He 
served  two  years  in  the  military.  □ 
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Introducing  the  Bose  Wave  radio/CD.  What  did  we  do 
with  a  radio  called  "simply  amazing"  by  Radio  World? 
Improve  it,  of  course.  Only  this  time,  add  a  CD  player  so 
now  you  can  enjoy  sparkling  clarity  and  deep  bass  whether 
you're  listening  to  the  radio  or  a  compact  disc. 

No  other  radio  can  deliver  the  clean,  natural,  room-filling 
sound  of  the  Bose  Wave  radio/CD  and  Bose  Wave  radio. 
That's  because  no  other  radio  produces  the  full  bass  of  our 
acoustic  waveguide  speaker.  This  patented  technology  was 
reengineered  for  the  Wave  radio/CD  to  make  room  for  the 

CD  player 
while  adding 
just  a  quarter 

Wave  Radio 
Wave  Radio/CD 


inch  to  its  height.  The  Wave  radio/CD  is  available  directly  from 
Bose,  the  most  respected  name  in  sound,  and  your  satisfaction 
is  guaranteed.  When  you  call,  ask  about  our  30-day  in-home 
trial,  and  our  interest-free  payment  plan.  And  get  ready  to  hear 
how  we've  revolutionized  radio.  Again. 

1-800-492-2073,  ext.T3568 

For  information  on  all  our  products:  www.bose.com/t3568 

Please  specify  color  when  ordering: 


Wave  radio/CD:  □  Platinum  White  or 

□  Graphite  Gray 
Wave  radio:      □  Platinum  White  or 

□  Graphite  Gray 


For  free 
shipping,  order 
within  30  days. 


Address/City/State/Zip 


Day  Phone  Evening  Phone 

Mail  to:  Bose  Corporation,  Dept.  CDD-T3568,  The  Mountain,  Framingham,  MA  01701-i 


Better  sound  through  research 


Co  nv en  lion  1999 


81  ST  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


Participants  in  the  National  Convention  Parade  show  their  support  for  protecting  the  flag  from  desecration. 


New  resolutions 
express 
Legionnaires' 
collective  will 

&fow,  therefore,  be  it  (Resolved... 

Program  and  policy  resolutions  are  The 
American  Legion's  lifeblood.  They  represent  the 
organization's  priorities  and  concerns;  they 
define  what  we  care  about  and  why.  Delegates 
approved  62  resolutions  in  Anaheim  and  the 
following  is  their  handiwork. 


AMERICANISM 

Chairman  Joseph  E.  Caouette  Jr.  (N.H.) 


Res.  No.  1  -  Constitutional  Amendment  to  Protect 
the  U.S.  Flag  -  Reaffirms  The  American  Legion's 


decade-long  mandate  to  secure  constitutional 
protection  for  the  flag  from  acts  of  physical  dese- 
cration and  vows  not  to  abandon  this  objective 
before  the  matter  has  been  presented  for  delibera- 
tion and  disposition  by  the  states'  legislatures. 


ECONOMIC 

Chairman  John  Brieden  (Texas) 

Res.  No.  7  -  VA  Home  Warranty  Rules  -  Opposes 
elimination  of  the  1 0-year  warranty  and  inspection 
provisions  which  provide  essential  protection  to 
veteran  homeowners,  thereby  safeguarding  their 
new  home  investment  during  the  years  when 
major  structural  damage  is  most  likely  to  occur. 

Res.  No.  16  -  Veterans  Employment  Opportunities 
Act  -  Urges  technical  amendments  to  the  Veter- 
ans Employment  Opportunities  Act  to  replace 
items  omitted  from  the  original  format;  gives  the 
Veterans  Employment  and  Training  Service 
(VETS)  enforcement  responsibility;  provides 
redress  by  the  veteran;  and  further  prevents  cir- 
cumventing veterans  preference  during  a  Reduc- 
tion In  Force  by  a  federal  agency. 

Res.  No. 18  -  DVETS  Residency  Requirement  - 
Opposes  any  movement  to  thwart  the  intent  of  the 
law  and  support  retention  of  the  residency 
requirement  for  directors  and  assistant  directors 
of  Veterans  Employment  and  Training  Service. 


Res.  No.  30  -  Employment  of  Veterans  in  Govern- 
ment Work  Force  -  Opposes  any  attempt  to 
degrade,  dilute  or  modify  the  precedent  of  job  eli- 
gibility preference  for  veterans;  and  urges  the 
president  and  governors  to  reject  legislation  that 
would  reduce  employment  opportunities  for  veter- 
ans in  the  federal  or  state  workforce. 

Res.  No.  51  -  Disabled  Veterans  as  Priority  under 


The  outlook  for  defense  spending  has 
become  increasingly  bleak  and  needs 
immediate  and  adequate  funding  to 
restore  front-line  military  preparedness. 
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Americans  with  Disability  Act  -  Urges  Congress 
to  enact  legislation  giving  disabled  veterans  priori- 
ty in  affirmative  action  as  a  group  within  other 
designated  groups  for  which  affirmative  action  is 
required. 

Res.  No.  54  -  Hire  a  Veteran  Week  -  Seeks  the  institu- 
tion of  a  national  Hire  a  Veteran  Week  during  the 
week  of  Veterans  Day  in  November  each  year,  and 
urges  all  citizens  -  especially  hiring  authorities  -  to 
support  the  hiring  of  veterans. 

Res.  No.  79  -  Recognition  of  Military  Service  and 
Pay  -  Seeks  legislation  requiring  federal  agencies 
to  take  into  consideration  military  experience  and 
military  pay  history  when  computing  an  appli- 
cant's starting  salary. 

Res.  No.  83  -  Improved  Services  for  America's  Vet- 
eran-Entrepreneurs -  Supports  any  legislative  or 
administrative  proposal  that  will  increase  federal 
assistance  to  America's  veteran-entrepreneurs. 

Res.  No.  84  -  Tax  Credits  for  Certain  Employers  - 
Seeks  legislation  providing  tax  credits  to  any 
employer  who  either  pays  a  regular  salary  to 
employees  called  to  active  duty  or  makes  up  the 
difference  between  the  employee's  military  pay 
and  civilian  salary. 

Res.  No.  86  -  Revision  of  VETS  Performance 
Standards  -  Seeks  a  revision  of  existing  Veterans 
Employment  and  Training  Service  reporting  require- 
ments for  measuring  performance  standards  and 
for  determining  compliance  with  requirements  in 
providing  employment  services  to  veterans. 

Res.  No.  123  -  Job  Protection  for  Veterans  Requir- 
ing Visits  to  VA  Facilities  -  Urges  state  and  fed- 
eral legislators  to  adopt  provisions  to  protect,  from 
any  employer,  any  veteran  who  is  required  to 
report  to  VA  facilities  for  rehabilitation,  counseling, 
evaluation  or  treatment  for  any  service-connected 
condition  treated  by  VA. 

Res.  No.  133  -  Change  the  Date  of  "Employ  the 
Older  Worker"  Week  -  Seeks  a  change  in  date  for 
the  annual  observance  of  Employ  the  Older  Work- 
er Week  from  the  second  full  week  in  March  to  the 
last  full  week  in  September  to  facilitate  coordina- 
tion and  promotion  of  the  event,  beginning  in 
2000. 

Res.  No.  134  -  Support  of  America's  Older  Workers 

-  Reiterates  long-standing  advocacy  on  behalf  of 
America's  older  workers;  and  continues  support  of 
programs  benefiting  older  Americans. 

Res.  No.  135  -  Homeless  Veterans  -  Renews  commit- 
ment to  assist  homeless  veterans  and  their  families; 
supports  public  and  private  efforts  to  aid  homeless 
veterans  and  their  families  and  seeks  any  legislative 
or  administrative  proposal  that  will  provide  medical, 
rehabilitative  and  employment  assistance  to  home- 
less veterans  and  their  families. 

Res.  No.  184  -  VA  Loan  Guaranty  Program  -  Reaf- 
firms support  for  VA's  Loan  Guaranty  Service  and 
its  programs;  and  supports  any  legislative  or 
administrative  action  that  will  improve  and 
strengthen  the  Loan  Guaranty  Service's  ability  to 
serve  America's  veterans. 


FOREIGN  RELATIONS 

Chairman  William  M.  Bishop  (Alaska) 

Res.  No.  2  -  Policy  on  Support  to  the  Republic  of 
Korea  -  Urges  the  U.S.  government  to  provide 
prompt  and  effective  defense,  readiness  and  secu- 
rity assistance  to  the  Republic  of  Korea;  urges  the 
U.S.  government  to  increase  efforts  to  reduce  the 
North  Korean  threat  of  weapons  of  mass  destruc- 
tion; and  urges  the  U.S.  government  to  continue 
progress  on  the  Four  Party  Talks. 

Res.  No.  3  -  China  and  Taiwan  -  Encourages  exten- 
sive Congressional  investigations  of  espionage 
activities  by  China  and  technology  transfers  to 
China  by  American  corporations,  with  full  disclo- 
sure to  the  American  public;  opposes  the  export  of 
any  U.S.  dual-use  technology  information  and/or 
equipment  to  China,  and  insists  the  approval 
authority  for  all  technology  exports  be  returned  to 
the  Department  of  Defense  and  Department  of 


Building  and  maintaining  a  strong 
national  defense  will  require  proper 
funding  support  from  Congress. 


State;  and  encourages  continued  sales  of  sophisti- 
cated American  weapons  systems  to  the  Republic 
of  China  (Taiwan)  for  its  self-defense. 

Res.  No.  21  -  Trade  with  the  People's  Republic  of 
China  -  Urges  Congress  to  return  Department  of 
Commerce  restrictions  of  trade  with  China  to  the 
former  standard  previously  held  and  urges  the 
United  States  to  drop  China  from  normal  trade 
relations  status. 

Res.  No.  76  -  America's  Future  -  Urges  the  U.S. 
government  to  adopt  a  bipartisan  national  securi- 
ty-foreign policy  of  "Democratic  Activism,"  pro- 
moting democratic  values,  maintaining  adequate 
military  strength  to  deter  or  defeat  aggression, 
cooperating  with  allies,  encouraging  free  and  fair 
trade,  and  assisting  developing  nations. 

Res.  No.  77  -  Principles  of  U.S.  Foreign  Policy  - 
Supports  U.S.  foreign  policy  objectives  of  main- 
taining peace  with  freedom  while  preserving  and 
promoting  democracy;  and  supports  14  specific 
principles  which  should  be  embodied  in  U.S.  for- 
eign policy. 

Res.  No.  78  -  Chinese  Espionage  in  the  United 
States  -  Calls  for  the  U.S.  government  to  take 
appropriate  corrective  action  to  prevent  further 
damage  caused  to  our  national  security  by  the 
theft  of  technology  by  China;  and  urges  the  U.S. 
government  to  take  steps  to  ensure  this  type  of 
activity,  by  any  entity,  will  not  happen  again. 

Res.  No.  154  -  Support  for  U.S.  Steel  Industry  - 
Supports  any  and  all  actions  necessary  to  imme- 
diately stop  the  flood  of  unfairly  traded  steel. 

Res.  No.  159  -  House  Select  Committee  on 
POW/MIA  Affairs  -  Urges  legislation  to  be  intro- 
duced in  the  House  of  Representatives  to  create  a 
Select  Committee  on  POW/MIA  Affairs. 


INTERNAL  AFFAIRS 

Chairman  Herman  G.  Harrington  (N.Y.) 

Res.  No.  151  -  Include  Funeral  Honors  Activity  in 
Consolidated  Post  Report  -  Makes  a  change  in 
the  Consolidated  Post  Report  to  include  Funeral 
Honors  Activity  by  American  Legion  Posts. 

Res.  No.  183  -  Appreciation  to  Host  City  -  Expresses 
appreciation  to  key  people  involved  with  making 
the  81st  Convention  a  complete  success. 

Res.  No.  109  -  Postage  Stamp  Commemorating  the 
Purple  Heart  Medal  -  Encourages  the  U.S.  Postal 
Service  Citizens  Stamp  Advisory  Committee  to 
honor  combat-wounded  veterans  by  issuing  a 
commemorative  first  class  postage  stamp  dis- 
playing the  Purple  Heart  medal. 

Res.  No.  149  -  Support  for  the  National  Veterans 
Hall  of  Honors  -  Endorses  Mike  Dankert  of  Nor- 
folk, Neb.,  and  the  National  Veterans  Hall  of  Honor 
through  supportive  efforts  to  preserve  our  memo- 
ries in  the  great  wars,  without  financial  obligation 
by  The  American  Legion. 

Res.  No.  158  -  U.S.  Flag  Postage  Stamp  -  Appeals 
to  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  Citizens  Stamp  Advisory 
Committee  to  issue  and  use  as  its  primary  defini- 
tive postage  stamp  one  which  depicts  the  com- 
plete U.S.  flag  without  modification. 


Res.  No.  157  -  Audie  Murphy  Postage  Stamp  -  Rec- 
ommends the  U.S.  Postal  Service  Citizens  Stamp 
Advisory  Committee  issue  a  commemorative  first 
class  stamp  in  honor  of  Audie  L.  Murphy  for  his 
heroic  actions  while  serving  the  nation  and  calls 
for  the  national  organization  to  take  aggressive 
action  to  implement  this  resolution 


NATIONAL  SECURITY 

Chairman  Allen  L.  Titus  (Ind.) 

Res.  No.  17  -  Nuclear  Security  -  Urges  Congress  to 
return  U.S.  nuclear  weapons  programs  and  defense 
systems  to  the  highest  levels  of  security  and  to  sup- 
port these  programs  with  adequate  funding. 

Res.  No.  42  -  Status  of  Forces  Agreements  and  Mili- 
tary Retiree  Use  of  Overseas  Military  Facilities  - 
Urges  all  future  Status  of  Agreements  with  host 
countries  to  allow  for  the  unimpeded  use  of  all  U.S. 
military  facilities  by  retired  U.S.  military  members 
and  their  families. 

Res.  No.  60  -  Using  Military  Personnel  for  Experimen- 
tation Purposes  -  Opposes  any  provision  authoriz- 
ing the  utilization  of  servicemembers  for  human 
experimentation  without  their  knowledge  or  consent. 

Res.  No.  68  -  Military  Funeral  Honors  for  Veterans  - 
Urges  Congress  to  mandate  and  fund  DoD  to  pro- 
vide military  honors  upon  request  at  veterans'  funer- 
als; encourages  DoD  to  participate  more  in  military 
funeral  honors;  supports  designating  performance  in 
funeral  honors  an  official  mission  requirement  of  the 
National  Guard,  and  calls  for  funding  to  support  vet- 
erans funerals  in  all  the  states;  and  calls  for  funding 
of  military  honors  to  be  used  for  this  purpose  and 
not  for  readiness  requirements. 

Res.  No.  69  -  Proposals  to  Ensure  a  Strong  National 
Defense  -  Urges  Congress  to  implement  four  spe- 
cific recommendations  with  regard  to  current  and 
future  defense  budgets;  and  calls  upon  the  Ameri- 
can people  to  express  gratitude  to  the  men  and 
women  in  uniform  and  to  urge  their  elected  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress  to  support  funding  for  a 
stronger  national  defense. 

Res.  No.  70  -  The  Armed  Forces  Retirement  Homes  - 
Urges  Congress  to  support  and  fund  measures  pro- 
viding for  the  long-term  solvency  and  viability  of  the 
U.S.  Soldiers'  and  Airmen's  Home  and  the  U.S. 
Naval  Home. 

Res.  No.  75  -  American  Battle  Monuments  Commis- 
sion Funding  -  Urges  Congress  to  provide  adequate 


The  Veterans  Health  Administration  will 
rely  on  Congress  to  develop  long-term 
solutions  to  financial  assistance. 
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onvention  1999 


Audie  Murphy,  America's  most  decorated 
hero  in  World  War  II,  should  be  commem- 
orated on  a  first-class  postage  stamp  for 
his  service  to  the  nation. 

funding  and  human  resources  to  the  American  Battle 
Monuments  Commission  in  order  to  properly  main- 
tain and  preserve  the  final  resting  place  of  Ameri- 
can's war  dead  located  on  foreign  soil. 

Res.  No.  92  -  Reserve  and  National  Guard  Force 
Levels  -  Urges  Congress  to  build  up  and  maintain 
the  readiness  of  the  Reserves  and  National  Guard 
units  at  the  levels  existing  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Persian  Gulf  War  and  to  modernize  them  with 
state-of-the-art  equipment. 

Res.  No.  94  -  Support  for  Aeronautical  Research  - 
Urges  Congress  to  restore  full  funding  of  the  NASA 
budget  and  mandate  10  percent  of  NASA's  budget 
for  aeronautical  research  programs;  urges  Con- 
gress to  direct  NASA  to  achieve  goals  announced 
in  1997  under  "Three  Pillars  for  Success,"  to  man- 
date all  military  aircraft  development  and  testing  be 
performed  within  the  boundaries  of  the  nation,  and 
to  upgrade  research  facilities;  and  urges  Congress 
to  rectify  the  serious  decline  in  aeronautics 
research. 

Res.  No.  107  -  Support  for  the  Jones  Maritime  Act 
and  Related  Cabotage  Laws  -  Supports  the  Jones 
Act  and  related  maritime  cabotage  laws  critical  to 
America's  maritime  infrastructure  and,  therefore, 
national  defense;  opposes  legislation  altering  those 
laws  in  ways  that  would  be  harmful  to  defense  and 
economic  well  being;  supports  the  Charter  and 
Build  program  providing  commercially  financed 
and  operated  ships  on  long-term  charter  for  logis- 
tic support  to  Naval  forces;  supports  proposals 
moving  truck  traffic  from  coastal  highway  and  train 
corridors  to  offshore  ships  to  reduce  traffic  con- 
gestion and  vehicle  emissions,  improve  highway 
safety  and  strengthen  the  Merchant  Marine;  sup- 
ports budgetary  and  legislative  measures  to  main- 
tain a  robust  U.S. -flagged  Merchant  Marine. 

Res.  No.  137  -  Military  Preparedness  -  Condemns 
the  severe  erosion  of  our  military  preparedness  and 
urges  Congress  to  increase  defense  spending;  con- 
tinues efforts  to  convince  Congress  and  the  admin- 
istration that  underfunding  of  our  front-line  military 
preparedness  needs  to  be  resolved  now;  and  sup- 
ports efforts  to  educate  The  American  Legion  fami- 
ly and  the  American  people  as  to  the  seriousness 
of  the  present  decline  of  our  military  preparedness. 

Res.  No.  185  -  Contingency  Planning  for  Military 
Conscription-  Urges  Congress  and  the  Selective 
Service  System  to  develop  contingency  plans  for 
implementing  a  fair  and  equitable  conscription 
system  as  a  source  of  military  manpower  in  the 
event  recruitment  efforts  fail,  or  in  the  event  of 
mobilization  emergencies. 

Res.  No.  186  -  Expansion  of  Arlington  National 
Cemetery  -  Urges  Congress  to  adopt  legislation 
authorizing  the  expansion  of  Arlington  National 
Cemetery  and  granting  the  transfer  of  contiguous 
land  parcels  for  additional  burial  sites;  and  urges 
Congress  to  protect  the  solemnity  and  integrity  of 
Arlington  National  Cemetery  by  continuing  to  rec- 
ognize Arlington  as  the  sacred  resting  place  for 
America's  distinguished  military  veterans. 


Res.  No.  187  -  Anthrax  Vaccination  Implementation 
Program  -  Supports  the  continued  monitoring  of 
the  progress  of  the  Anthrax  Vaccination  Implemen- 
tation Program,  urges  congressional  oversight, 
and  supports  outreach  to  servicemembers,  veter- 
ans and  their  families;  urges  DoD  to  re-evaluate 
the  program  and  maintain  accurate  individual  med- 
ical records;  and  urges  DoD  and  VA  to  provide 
medical  assistance  and  health  care  to  those  partic- 
ipants experiencing  vaccination  reactions. 

VETERANS  AFFAIRS  AND  REHABILITATION 

Chairman  Chester  F.  Stellar  (Ohio) 

Res.  No.  6  -  Special  Pension  for  World  War  I  Veter- 
ans -  Seeks  legislation  to  amend  Title  38,  U.S. 
Code,  to  authorize  the  VA  Secretary  to  pay  each 
World  War  I  veteran  who  meets  service  require- 
ments a  special  pension  of  $150  per  month. 

Res.  No.  29  -  Appropriate  Care  for  Gulf  War  Relat- 
ed Illnesses  -  Calls  for  VA  to  continue  providing 
appropriate  medical  examinations  and  treatment 
to  all  veterans  of  the  Gulf  War  who  report  symp- 
toms associated  with  diseases  endemic  to  that 
war  region  and  calls  for  VA  to  expand  the  registry 
of  Gulf  War  veterans  who  seek  such  treatment. 

Res.  No.  58  -  Protect  Disability  Rating  After  Ten 
Years  -  Seeks  legislation  to  amend  Section  110 
of  Title  38,  U.S.  Code,  to  provide  that  disability 
compensation  evaluations  which  are  continuously 
in  effect  at  the  same  evaluation  rate  be  protected 
after  a  period  of  10  years. 

Res.  No.  62  -  Financial  Assistance  for  Veterans 
Health  Care  and  Reduction  in  VA  Health  Care 
Personnel  -  Urges  Congress  to  provide  adequate 
funding  for  VA  health  care  and  oppose  any  further 


The  American  Legion  will  urge  Congress 
to  restore  full  funding  of  the  NASA  bud- 
get, mandate  10  percent  of  NASA's  bud- 
get for  aeronautical  research  programs 
and  direct  the  achievement  of  goals. 

reductions  in  VA  health  care  personnel;  and  urges 
Congress  to  place  the  highest  priority  on  develop- 
ing long-term  solutions  to  increase  the  total  finan- 
cial assistance  available  on  an  annual  basis  to 
Veterans  Health  Administration. 

Res.  No.  87  -  Increase  in  Claims  Personnel  for  VA  - 
Supports  an  increase  in  regional  office  staffing 
sufficient  to  provide  timely  adjudication  of  benefit 
claims  and  appeals. 

Res.  No.  88  -  Time  Limitations  for  Filing  Applications 
for  Correction  of  Military  Records  -  Seeks  legisla- 
tion to  amend  Title  10,  U.S.  Code,  so  as  to  elimi- 
nate all  time  limitations  for  filing  applications  for 
correction  of  military  records. 

Res.  No.  89  -  The  American  Legion  Policy  on  VA 
Compensation  -  Opposes  any  proposal  that 
would  subject  VA  disability  compensation  benefits 
to  taxation;  opposes  any  administrative  or  legisla- 
tive proposal  to  dilute  or  eliminate  any  provision 
of  the  disability  compensation  program;  supports 
legislation  to  amend  Section  1114,  Title  38,  U.S. 
Code,  to  provide  periodic  COLA  and  disability 
compensation  increases;  opposes  any  legislation 
to  automatically  index  COLA  adjustments  to  Social 
Security  recipients,  nonservice-connected  disabil- 
ity recipients  and  death  pension  beneficiaries;  and 


seeks  legislation  authorizing  VA  disability  com- 
pensation to  veterans  having  no  dependents  and 
who  are  in  nursing  homes. 

Res.  No.  90  -  VA  Hospital  Bed  Capacity  and  Staffing 
Levels  -  Urges  Congress  to  consider  the  ramifi- 
cations of  a  shortage  of  VA  hospital  beds  as  a 
result  of  national  military  emergency;  and  urges 
Congress  to  evaluate  the  current  availability  of 
beds  to  sustain  contingency  support  to  DoD  in  the 
event  of  national  military  emergency. 

Res.  No.  95  -  The  American  Legion  Policy  on  Agent 
Orange  -  Urges  completion  of  scientific  study; 
supports  liberalization  of  the  rules  relating  to  eval- 
uation of  studies;  calls  for  monitoring  the  develop- 
ment of  all  ongoing  research  on  Agent  Orange 
exposure,  and  ensuring  review  committees  are 
composed  of  impartial  members;  and  calls  for 
availability  of  examinations  and  treatment  for  Viet- 
nam veterans  reporting  to  VA  facilities. 

Res.  No.  97  -  Persian  Gulf  War  Benefits  for  Those 
Who  Served  in  Israel  and  Turkey  -  Supports  leg- 
islation providing  authority  for  the  VA  Secretary  to 
extend  priority  health  care  to  veterans  who  served 
during  the  Persian  Gulf  War  in  Israel  or  Turkey. 

Res.  No.  98  -  Gulf  War  Veterans  Illness  -  Encour- 
ages VA  to  devote  appropriate  resources  to  allevi- 
ate symptoms  associated  with  Gulf  War  illnesses; 
encourages  VA  to  fund  studies  of  the  health  of 
women  Gulf  War  veterans;  encourages  VA  to 
implement  recommendations  regarding  research; 
encourages  the  scientific  community  to  focus 
efforts  on  causes  of  the  illnesses;  encourages 
DoD  to  not  use  investigational  drugs  on  U.S. 
troops  without  their  consent;  and  encourages  VA 
to  offer  health  care  and  compensation  to  disabled 
Gulf  War  veterans  who  suffer  from  unexplained 
symptoms. 

Res.  No.  106  -  Availability  of  Information  to  Veterans 
Organizations  -  Urges  VA  to  make  available  a  full 
spectrum  of  organization-specific  information  via 
computer. 

Res.  No.  118  -  Entitlement  to  VA  Headstones 

-  Supports  entitlement  for  all  honorably  discharged 
veterans  to  an  appropriate  grave  marker  provided 
by  VA. 

Res.  No.  1 41  -  The  Gl  Bill  of  Health  -  Accepts  the  Gl 
Bill  of  Health  as  policy  on  veterans  health  care, 
which  includes  nine  specific  stipulations. 

Res.  No.  153  -  Enrollment  in  Health  Care  System  at 
Time  of  Separation  -  Requests  DoD  and  VA  to 
establish  a  policy  for  enrollment  in  VA  health  care 
at  the  time  of  separation  from  active  duty. 

Res.  No.  171  -  Vocational  Rehabilitation  and  Coun- 
seling Services  -  Supports  any  proposal  that  will 
allow  VA's  Vocational  Rehabilitation  and  Counsel- 
ing Service  to  expand  and  improve  its  services  to 
qualified,  service-disabled  veterans. 

Res.  No.  179  -  Consolidation  of  VA  Home  Loan 
Guaranty  Program  for  the  Southwest  Region  in 
California  -  Finds  unconscionable  that  the  loan 
processing  function  of  VA's  Loan  Guaranty  Pro- 
gram is  being  totally  suspended  in  California  and 
relocating  to  Phoenix;  and  calls  for  the  program 
for  veterans  in  California,  Nevada  and  Arizona  to 
remain  in  California. 

Res.  No.  181  -  Reimbursement  to  VA  by  Non-VA 
and  Collaborative  Studies  Research  -  Calls  for 
reimbursement  to  VA  from  university  and  corpo- 
rate research  collaboratives  for  indirect  costs 
associated  with  using  VA's  physical  and  material 
assets;  and  calls  for  local  health  care  research 
and  development  programs  to  negotiate  for  simi- 
lar reimbursement  rates  from  private  funders  of 
research. 


For  a  copy  of  the  complete 
text  of  any  resolution,  write  to: 
The  American  Legion 
Attention  Library  Section 

PO  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 
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Now  Supporting  Paralyzed  Veterans  of  America 

Exclusive  United  States  Veterans 
Commemorative  Military  Watches 

Personalized  with  your  initials  and  service  years 


NOW  WITH  A  "NIGHT  VISION' 
LUMINOUS  DIAL! 


Your  purchase  directly  supports  Paralyzed  Veterans  of  America 
in  helping  our  paralyzed  heroes  achieve  dignity  and  independence 


e  are  extremely  proud  to  honor  those  of  you  who  have  served  our 
W  Country  in  the  United  States  Army,  Navy,  Airforce,  Marines  and 
t  '  Coast  Guard,  by  commissioning  an  exclusive  commemorative 
Military  watch. 

This  special  timepiece  is  personalized  with  your 
Official  Service  Branch  Emblem,  engraved  with 
your  initials,  years  of  service  and  Legion  Post 
Number,  making  your  watch  a  family  heirloom. 
Delivered  in  a  handsome  gift  box-  perfect  for 
Father's  Day,  Birthdays  and  Holidays. 

Fine  watch  features,  found  in  watches  costing 
much  more,  include  a  precision  quartz  move- 
ment, 24  hour  military  time  dial  that  glows  in 
the  dark,  date  window,  water  resistant  case  and 
adjustable  bracelet,  both  fully  decorated  with  1  micron  of  23  karat  Gold. 

"THANK  YOU"  priced  at  just  $95*,  an  affordable  payment  plan  is  available 
with  no  interest.  Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed  100%  or  return  within  30 
days  for  a  full  refund  or  replacement.  And,  the  vital  watch  movement  is 
covered  by  a  Lifetime  Service  Warranty!  So,  order  today  with  confidence. 

This  beautiful  watch  will  serve  as  a  permanent  reminder  of  your  special 
place  in  history.  And  your  purchase  will  provide  generous  support  to  help 
America's  Paralyzed  Veterans  in  their  continuing  struggle  for  dignity 
and  independence. 


Call  Now  Toil-Free  to  Reserve  Your  Watch 

1 -800-255-3048 

Monday  -  Friday  from  9am  -  5pm 
Have  your  credit  card  ready  when  ordering  by  phone 
Visit  our  web  site  at:  www.vetcom.com 


PARALYZED  VETERANS  OF  AMERICA 
Veterans  Commemoratives  Watch  Order  Center 
7453  Shipley  Avenue,  Hanover,  MD  21076 


□  YES.  I  wish  to  support  Paralyzed  Veterans  of  America  by  ordering  the  fol- 
lowing Watch(es)  backed  by  a  lifetime  service  warranty:  (/  Choices) 

ARMY  □      NAVY  □      AIR  FORCE  □      MARINE  □      COAST  GUARD  □ 

□  INITIALS  DESIRED  (3):  □  SERVICE  YEARS:  to  

YEAR  YEAR 

□  I  WISH  TO  PAY  AS  FOLLOWS:  a  P0ST  #:  

□  Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $  95*  per  watch  payable  to 
"PVA  Veterans  Commemoratives"  as  payment  in  full,  OR 

□  Charge  my  credit  card  $95*  per  watch  as  payment  in  full,  OR 

□  Charge  my  credit  card  in  4  monthly  installments  of  $23.75*  each  per  watch. 
Credit  Card  #    □  VISA,    □  MASTER  CARD,  or   □  AMEX 


I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I     I      I  I 


Expiration  Date:  Month: 

SIGNATURE  

Daytime  Phone  #  (  


□  Shipping  Address  (We  CANNOT  ship  to  P.O.  Boxes) 

Name  

Address  

City  State  


'Plus  $  4.95  per  watch  for  Shipping  and  Handling. 
PA  residents  add  $  6.00  sales  tax. 


(Allow  6-8  weeks  for  delivery)  ; 
|  MILWAT-ALM-11/99  |  S 
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iur  u  Nni  lulu  Vfear 

LEGION  SELECTS  NEW  STARTING  LINEUP 


NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER 


Milton  W.Lobstein 


Sin  ■ 

IP  J  Mctrof 

Township,  Mich., 
a  Korean  War 
veteran  who  served  in  the  U.S.  Navy 
from  1951-1955,  has  been  an  active 
member  of  The  American  Legion  since 
1967  when  he  was  asked  by  a  co- 
worker to  join.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Police  and  Firefighters  Post  161  in 
Eastpointe,  Mich. 

Lobstein's  national  Legion  involve- 
ment includes  serving  on  the  National 
Law  and  Order  Committee  and  the 
National  Counter  Subversive  Commit- 
tee where  he  was  Vice  Chairman.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Americanism 
Commission.  In  Post  161,  his  service 
has  included  25  years  as  Finance 
Officer  along  with  having  been  Senior 
Vice  Commander  and  Commander.  He 
served  as  Commander,  Department 
Executive  Committeeman  and  Depart- 
ment Vice  Commander  of  Michigan. 

Lobstein  additionally  served  as  Post 
Baseball  Chairman  and  was  the 
Department's  Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation  Chairman. 

He  will  oversee  the  Midwest 
Region,  which  includes  Michigan, 
Illinois,  Indiana,  Texas,  Kentucky, 
Missouri,  Oklahoma,  Kansas  and  Ohio. 


NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER 


L  Harry  Easley 
Ocean  Park,  Wash. 


orean  War 
veteran  L.  Harry 
Easley  served 
in  the  U.S.  Air 
Force  from  1951-1953.  He  has  been  a 


Legionnaire  since  1986  and  belongs  to 
the  Don  R.  Grable  Post  48  in  Ilwaco, 
Wash. 

Easley 's  involvement  with  The 
American  Legion  includes  service  as 
the  Post  Law  and  Order  Chairman, 
Sergeant  at  Arms,  Second  Vice 
Commander,  First  Vice  Commander 
and  Commander.  Within  the  Depart- 
ment, he  was  the  Law  and  Order 
Chairman,  Department  Vice  Comman- 
der and  Commander. 

Nationally,  he  served  on  the  Civil 
Defense  Preparedness  Committee  and 
acted  as  an  Alternate  Executive 
Committeeman.  He  also  worked  with 
the  Membership,  Employment  and 
Parade  Convention  Committees. 

Departments  covered  in  the 
Western  Region  by  Easley  include: 
Alaska,  Hawaii,  Arizona,  California, 
Colorado,  Idaho,  Mexico,  Montana, 
Nevada,  New  Mexico,  Oregon,  the 
Philippines,  Utah,  Washington  and 
Wyoming. 


NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER 


Madison,  Minn. 

obert  D. 
"Buster" 
Skallerud  of 
Madison,  Minn., 
a  Korean  War 
veteran,  served  in  the  Army  from 
1951-1953.  He  has  been  an  active 
Legion  member  since  1953  and 
belongs  to  the  Lacqui  Parle  Post  158 
in  Madison. 

Skallerud  served  on  the  national 
level  in  the  Membership,  Employ- 
ment and  Parade  Convention  Com- 
mittees. He  served  in  all  of  the  key 
offices  at  Post  158,  held  additional 
positions  in  county  offices  and  just 
completed  a  year  as  Department 
Commander  for  Minnesota.  He 
additionally  served  as  Vice  Comman- 
der and  Executive  Board  member  in 


his  Department. 

In  his  hometown,  Skallerud  is  the 
co-organizer  of  the  Madison 
POW/MIA  Silent  March  and  donates 
spare  time  assisting  with  local  Boy 
Scout  programs.  He  has  also  served 
as  a  member  of  the  County  Fair 
Board  for  12  years. 

The  Central  Region  includes 
Minnesota,  Iowa,  North  Dakota, 
South  Dakota  and  Wisconsin. 


NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER 


ames  F. 

Fraughnaugh,  a 
Vietnam  vet- 
eran, served  in  the 
Navy  from  1957- 
1978  and  has  been  in  The  American 
Legion  since  1979.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  B.W.  Howell  Post  171  in 
Birmingham,  Ala. 

Fraughnaugh 's  Post  Legion  offices 
included  Adjutant,  three-time  Com- 
mander, Judge  Advocate  and  Finance 
Officer.  In  the  Alabama  Department, 
Fraughnaugh  has  been  Commander, 
Senior  Vice  Commander,  Junior  Vice 
Commander  and  2nc*  Division  Com- 
mander. Nationally,  he  has  served  on 
the  Americanism  Council  as  Vice 
Chairman.  He  has  also  served  on  the 
National  Security  Commission,  Civil 
Defense  Preparedness  Committee, 
National  Foreign  Relations  Commis- 
sion, Internal  Affairs  Commission  and 
The  American  Legion  Magazine 
Commission. 

Fraughnaugh  continues  to  assist 
those  less  fortunate  by  acting  as 
chairman  of  his  Post's  VA  Caravan, 
providing  transportation  to  a  nearby 
Veterans  Affairs  hospital.  The 
Southeast  Region  includes  Alabama, 
Florida,  Arkansas,  Georgia,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Puerto  Rico,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee, 
Virginia  and  West  Virginia. 
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belialt  ol  all  Korean  War  Veterans  living 
and  dead.  I  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of 
my  heart!' 

Bill  Dillon,  3rd  Inf.  Div. 

"We  are  truly  enjoying  the  video  library, 
especially  my  husband.  It  was  an  impor- 
tant time  in  his  life  and  he  is  enjoying  the 
tanes  so  verv  much!' 


A  TWELVE-EPISODE  VIDEO  LIBRARY 


"Personalities  rose  and  fell, 
the  battles  swelled  and  diminished, 
boys  became  men  and 
men  became  memories..:* 


onvention  1  999 


NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER 


Robert  F.  He 


NATIONAL  HISTORIAN 


Robert  W.  Mead 


Southold,  IU.Y. 


ietnam  veteran 
Robert  F. 
Neville  served 
in  the  Army  from 
1964  -1967  and 
has  been  a  Legion  member  since  1970. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Griswold  Terry 
Glover  Post  803  in  Southold,  N.Y. 

Neville  has  led  his  Post  as  Com- 
mander, Adjutant,  Vice  Commander, 
Service  Officer  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee.  Within  the  New 
York  Department,  he  has  been 
Commander  and  Vice  Commander. 
Nationally,  Neville  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Foreign  Relations  and  Legisla- 
tive Committees. 

His  Northeast  Region  includes 
Connecticut,  Delaware,  the  District  of 
Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  New 
Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New  York, 
Rhode  Island  and  Vermont. 


NATIONAL  SERGEANT  AT  ARMS 


Charles  F. 
Price,  Sr. 


Boise,  Idaho 


'  orean  War 
veteran  Charles 
,  F.  Price  Sr. 
served  in  the  U.S. 
Air  Force  from 
1963-1991.  He  joined  Capitol  Post 
136  in  Boise,  Idaho,  in  1987. 

Price  served  on  the  Americanism 
Commission  prior  to  being  the 
National  Sergeant  at  Arms.  Addition- 
ally, he  has  served  his  Post  as  First 
Vice  Commander  and  Second  Vice 
Commander.  In  his  Department,  he 
has  been  Area  Baseball  Chairman, 
Flag  Education  Officer  and  ROTC 
Officer. 

Price  devotes  time  to  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  flag  education  efforts  in 
Idaho.  He  is  currently  a  member  of  the 
Enlisted  Association  of  the  National 
Guard. 


NATIONAL  CHAPLAIN 


David  R.  Brown 


Friend,  Neb. 


lorld  War  II 
'  veteran  Robert 
W.  Mead 
served  in  the  U.S. 
Army  from  1944- 
1946.  He  joined  The  American  Legion 
in  1945  and  is  currently  a  member  of 
the  Ford-Banko  Post  183  in  Friend, 
Neb.  His  father,  who  signed  him  up 
before  he  was  discharged,  recruited 
him  for  the  Legion. 

Mead  has  held  the  post  of  Depart- 
ment Vice  Commander  and  has 
served  as  Post  Commander  and 
County  Commander  as  well  as  Post 
Service  Officer.  He  also  served  as 
District  Commander  and  Department 
Historian. 


COMMANDER'S  AIDE 


Melvin  Napier 
Boise.  Idaho 


n  American 
.  Legion  member 
Ifor  45  years, 
incoming  National 
Commander's 
Aide  Melvin  Napier  initially  joined  in 
Liberty,  Ind.  He  later  moved  to  Idaho 
and  is  currently  with  the  John  Regan 
Post  2  in  Boise. 

He  has  served  as  Commander  at  the 
Post  and  District  level,  then  Member- 
ship Chairman  and  Department  Com- 
mander of  Indiana.  He  was  additional- 
ly Department  Adjutant  of  Idaho  from 
1983-1999. 

Napier  began  his  military  career  in 
1952  as  an  active  duty  member  of  the 
Air  Force  working  as  a  meteorologist. 
He  went  on  to  serve  at  Iwo  Jima 
before  being  transferred  to  New  York. 

Following  the  service,  Napier 
joined  forces  with  his  brother  and 
formed  a  general  contracting  business. 
After  working  in  contracting  for  25 
years,  Napier  went  on  to  become  an 
architectural  consultant  in  Indiana. 


ishop  David 
Brown,  a  Viet- 
nam veteran, 
has  been  a  Legion- 
naire since  1993 
with  the  Robert  H.  Burns  Post  16  in 
Louisiana.  Brown  served  in  the  Air 
Force  from  1960  to  1964  as  an  air  traffic 
controller.  From  there  he  attended  the 
Notre  Dame  Seminary  School  in  New 
Orleans  where  he  earned  his  Master  of 
Divinity  degree  in  1971. 

The  next  24  years  saw  Brown 
working  as  a  social  caseworker  for  the 
state  of  Louisiana  before  his  retirement 
in  1996.  He  has  been  Post  16's  Chaplain 
since  1995. 


1999-2000 
American  Legion 
National  Leadership 

Commander 

Alan  G.  Lance 

Vice  Commanders 

L.  Harry  Easley 
James  F.  Fraughnaugh 
Milton  Lobstein 
Robert  F.  Neville 
Robert  D.  "Buster"  Skallerud 

Adjutant 

Robert  W.  Spanogle 

Judge  Advocate 

Philip  B.  Onderdonk,  Jr. 

Treasurer 

George  A.  Buskirk,  Jr. 

Chaplain 

Bishop  David  R.  Brown 

Historian 

Robert  W.  Mead 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Charles  F.  Price 

Commander's  Aide 

Melvin  Napier 
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1940  Ford 
Texaco 
Fuel 
Truck 


Die 

Replica 
Scale  -  1:18 
Actual  Size  9  1/2" 


A  Strictly  Limited, 
One-Time-Only 
Commemorative  Edition 


AVENUE,  NORWALK  CT  06851 


To  commemorate  its  upcoming  100th  anniversary, 
TEXACO  has  licensed  the  'National  Motor  Museum  Mint' 
to  issue  this  all-time  classic  from  the  'art-deco'  era  -  the 
1940  Ford  Texaco  Fuel  Truck. 

Precision-Engineered  to  Original  Ford 
and  Texaco  Specifications  - 

Here  in  this  classic  limited-edition  collectible.  Lift  the 
hood  and  you  can  almost  hear  the  growl  of  its  power- 
packed,  miniature  V-8  engine.  The  throaty  rumble  of  its 
dual-carbs  ...  the  smooth,  quiet  purr  of  all  8  cylinders. 
But  that's  only  the  beginning  of  this  engineering  marvel. 
Here  in  'clone-perfect'  detail  is  the  distinctive  1940  Ford 
chrome  V-nose  grille  that  anchors  the  all-chrome  bumper 
and  twin  chrome  headlamps.  Here  in  precise  scale-ratio 
are  the  slope-back  fenders,  each  with  double  tail-lights  ... 
the  Ford  red-on-chrome  hubcaps  ...  the  full  length 


running  boards  ...  the  double  tank-top  valves.  And  here 
in  true  original  colors  is  the  factory-baked  enamel  finish 
...  topped  off  with  the  'Lone  Star'  Texaco  trademark.  Yes, 
each  and  every  truck  is  factory  fresh  and  showroom 
perfect  as  the  day  it  was  first  delivered  to  Texaco  from  the 
Ford  Motor  Company  six  decades  ago. 

Comes  with  Certificate  of  Authenticity  - 
and  Satisfaction  is  Fully  Guaranteed 

Authentic  die-cast  collectible  trucks  of  other  industrial 
giants  sell  for  up  to  $49.98.  But  under  the  terms  of  our 
double-license  agreement  with  Ford  and  Texaco  we  are 
authorized  to  offer  these  100th  Anniversary  treasure- 
pieces  on  a  special  limited-edition  price  of  only  $19.98. 
But  this  is  a  one-time-only  commemorative  collectible 
edition,  so  to  make  sure  you  do  not  miss  out,  order 
TODAY!  Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  money  refunded 
(LESSp&h).  ACT  NOW! 

~NAlTo~NAL  MOTOR  wTuSE U  M  ~M  I N f , "bept . TExi" 


Detailed  V- 
8  Engine 


FOR  VALUABLE  FREE  GIFTS  VISIT  US  AT: 
www.nationaitvbargains.com 


Authentic 
Logos 


0002 

1  EversleyAve,  Norwalk,  CT  06851-5884 

Please  send  me  the  Texaco  Trucks  ordered  below 
on  your  money-back  guarantee,  less  p&h. 

□  One  Texaco  Truck  only  $19.98 

□  SAVE!  Two  Texaco  Trucks  only  $38.98 

□  BEST  OFFERIThree  Texaco  Trucks  only  $54.98 
Add  $6  P&H  No  Matter  What  You  Order 


Enclosed  is  $_ 
(CT  residents  | 
OR:  Charge  it: 


Acct#_ 
Name_ 


_check  or  money  order. 


■lease  add  6%  Sales  Tax) 
□  Visa    □  MasterCard 


_Exp._ 


The  Tri-City  Reds  rush  out  of  the 
dugout  to  celebrate  their  1999 
World  Series  Championship  victory. 


FULFILLED 


Minnesota  bats  prevail 
in  11 -5  win  at  1999 
Legion  World  Series 

By  Steve  Brown 

Assistant  Editor 

jgUttL    N  AN  IDYLLIC  SUMMER 

S^H    night  in  August,  the  nation- 
I   al  pastime  reigned  supreme 
I   in  Middletown,  Conn.,  as 
I   American  Legion  Baseball 
I   celebrated  the  close  of  its 
I   74th  season.  The  1999 
I   World  Series  saw  the  Tri- 
H^H    City  Reds  from  New 
^^^^    Brighton,  Minn.,  take  their 
place  as  the  league's  champions 
with  their  11-5  win  over  the  Dusters 
from  Kennewick,  Wash. 

For  a  team  that  last  saw  a  champi- 
onship in  1983,  the  Tri-City  Reds 


Kennewick  Duster  teammates  Marcus  Good- 
man and  Willie  Kahn  share  a  high-five  after 
a  successful  at  bat. 

looked  seasoned  and  professional.  Big 
bats  became  a  decisive  factor  as  the 
team  topped  out  the  field  with  a  .394 
overall  batting  average  and  six  players 
above  .400.  With  only  a  4-3  lead  going 
into  the  eighth  inning,  the  Reds  explod- 


ed with  seven  runs  off  three  hits  and 
several  walked  batters. 

Winning  pitcher  Erik  Lodgaard 
stayed  the  full  nine  innings,  giving  up 
only  six  hits,  one  home  run  and  four 
earned  runs.  In  the  end  his  perform- 
ance proved  more  than  enough  for  a 
victory. 

"From  the  beginning  I  was  pitching 
my  kind  of  game;  I  got  a  couple  of 
good  pitches  in  there,  trying  to  keep  it 
low  and  away,"  Lodgaard  explained. 
"I've  played  in  the  Legion  league 
since  I  was  16.  I've  had  a  lot  of  oppor- 
tunities to  play  in  other  leagues,  but  I 
think  this  is  the  best  one  to  be  in." 

Lodgaard,  who  plans  to  continue 
playing  ball  after  high  school  for  Iowa 
Lake  Community  College,  also  gave 
credit  to  the  Tri-City  Reds  coaching 
staff.  He  said,  "They  are  just  great; 
they  know  a  lot,  they  know  what 
they're  doing  and  they  help  out  when- 
ever they  can." 

Although  the  teams  stayed  neck 
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and  neck  for  the  majority  of  the  game, 
Minnesota  coaches  rejoiced  at  the 
eighth-inning  batting  flurry. 

"It  was  a  great  game  and  Washing- 
ton played  well  for  seven  innings.  It 
looked  like  it  was  going  to  be  tight  and 
go  down  to  the  last  at  bat.  It  looked 
like  it  was  going  to  be  a  one-run  ball- 
game,"  said  Minnesota  Coach  Jeff 
Larsen,  a  three-year  coaching  veteran 
who  belongs  to  the  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion  Post  513  in  New 
Brighton,  Minn.  "But  we  really  broke 
it  open  in  the  eighth  with  some  key 
hits,  some  doubles  and  we  got  a  couple 
of  extra  runs.  Then  Erik  came  in  and 
gave  up  the  one  homer  but  just  really 
pitched  an  outstanding  game." 

New  Brighton  pitcher  Steve  Grasley 
made  the  All-Tournament  team  and 
took  the  Bob  Feller  pitching  award, 
much  to  the  delight  of  his  parents. 

"We've  got  a  great  set  of  coaches 
and  Legion  Post  513  really  stands  be- 
hind those  kids,"  said  mother  Debbie 
Grasley.  "The  families  are  great,  too. 
To  get  where  we've  gotten  has  really 
been  a  team  effort." 

"The  kids  really  enjoy  each  other, 
they've  got  the  confidence  to  come 
together  and  not  lose  any  concentra- 
tion if  they  get  behind  a  few  runs," 
added  father  Bob  Grasley. 

Right  fielder  Peter  Wiedewitsch 
took  Most  Valuable  Player  accolades 
and  made  the  All-Tournament  Team. 
Celebrating  his  second  year  in  Legion 
ball,  Wiedewitsch  described  the  experi- 
ence as  "awesome."  He  cites  the  "good 
sportsmanship  among  all  the  players" 


as  a  key  component  to  Legion  baseball. 

Second  baseman  and  three-year 
Legion  Baseball  veteran  Bill  Schnei- 
der additionally  made  the  All-Touma- 
ment  Team  to  the  delight  of  his  father, 
Buzz  Schneider  of  the  famed  1980 
Olympic  Gold  Medal-winning  U.S. 


Men's  Hockey  Team. 

"I  really  enjoy  Legion  baseball  and 
coming  out  here  watching  my  kid  from 
the  stands,"  Schneider 
said.  "I  think  the 
Legion  does  a 
wonderful  job 
with  baseball, 
especially  for 
the  youth.  I  think 
they're  very  lucky 
the  Legion  is  doing 
something  like 
this  for  them 
and  my  hat 
really  goes 
off  to 
them." 


said  Kessel.  "So  we  decided  to  stop 
there  and  catch  the  Nationals.  The  next 
year,  our  town  had  the  Legion  Region- 
al finals  and  I  was  the  chief 
umpire  for  five  games." 

That  started  the  tradi- 
tion for  the  Kessels  going 
to  the  Legion  World  Series. 
Kessel 's  wife  passed  away 
three  years  ago,  and  now  his 
daughter  drives  him  to  see  the 
games. 

"The  Posts  are  all  getting  older 
now,  and  some  are  starting  to  fold," 


Clockwise,  from  left:  Peter  \ 
witsch,  Tri-City  Reds  rightfielder, 
took  the  Tournament  MVP  Award; 
The  Minnesota  Tri-City  Reds  form  a 
dogpile  on  the  pitcher's  mound  in 
victory  jubilation;  Tri-City  fielder  Bill 
er  makes  a  dramatic  catch. 


Despite  a  rain  day,  a  grand  total  of 
19,671  showed  up  to  cheer  these 
young  men  on  throughout  the  tourna- 
ment. 

Middletown  Mayor  Domenique 
Thornton  said  the  Legion  World  Series 
was  "exactly  what  we  were  looking 
for"  for  the  city. 

"It's  been  fabulous,  and  the  thing 
that  makes  me  the  happiest  is  that  the 
people  who  did  come  said  they  had  a 
great  time  and  that  Middletown  is  the 
kind  of  town  that  should  have  Ameri- 
can Legion  ball,"  Thornton  said. 

Road  Warriors.  Some  traveled  con- 
siderable distances  to  make  the  games. 
Eighty-eight  year  old  Chester  Kessel 
made  the  trip  from  his  hometown  of 
Murphysboro,  111.  A  former  Park  and 
Recreations  director  there  for  16  years, 
Kessel  hasn't  missed  a  Legion  World 
Series  since  1961,  when  he  and  his 
wife  pulled  over  in  Hastings,  Neb.,  on 
their  way  from  California. 

"We  saw  a  big  sign  that  said 
'American  Legion  World  Series,'" 


Kessel  said,  remarking  on  the  increas- 
ing losses  of  World  War  Il-era  Legion- 
naires. "We  need  some  new  blood, 
everybody  knows  that.  But  it's  going 
to  hang  on;  there  will  be  Legion  ball 
for  many  years  to  come." 

Regardless  of  whether  they  were 
winners  or  losers,  most  participants 
and  parents  expressed  gratitude  at  the 
opportunity  to  be  involved  with  the 
Legion  baseball  program. 

"I  think  it's  the  best  program  in  the 
world,"  said  Cathy  Lake,  mother  of 
Dusters  shortstop  Corey  Lake.  "Most 
of  these  kids  have  gone  from  playing 
little  league  together  all  the  way  up  to 
Legion,  and  it's  the  most  wonderful 
experience  my  son  has  ever  had.  To 
make  it  to  the  World  Series  is  just 
frosting  on  the  cake." 

The  Tri-City  Reds  will  have  a  shot 
at  another  slice  of  cake  at  next  year's 
2000  American  Legion  World  Series 
in  Alton,  HI. 

Photos  by  Chris  Fitzgerald 
Article  design:  Kathy  Joint 
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Gilffor  the  Golden  Years 

Had  you  diligently  invested  $10  per  week  instead  of  purchasing  such  extravagances  as 
milk  and  bread,  you  too  could  be  walking  on  a  beach  without  a  financial  care  in  the  world. 


By  Theodore  Rickard 

£f&  OME  PEOPLE  have  careful- 
ly planned  the  financing  of 
their  mature  years,  assuring 
themselves  an  adequate  in- 
come for  eternity.  These  are 
the  people  who  appear  in  in- 
surance company  and  mutual 
fund  ads.  They  stride  long 
^BP'  and  limber-legged  along  the 
beach  with  their  dog,  looking  insanely 
happy,  bounding  around  with  all  sorts 
of  energy.  The  dog  belongs  to  a 
younger  family  down  the  block,  and  we 
will  see  the  same  mature  folks  in  a  vita- 
min ad  next  week.  They're  professional 
models,  and  they  are  still  working. 
For  every  one  of  these  fiduciarily 


secure  couples,  however,  there  are  at 
least  56.5  -  by  actual  simulated  survey 
-  like  the  rest  of  us.  No  sunny  beach 
and  bouncy  dog  in  this  picture.  We  are 
trying  to  find  the  car  in  a  supermarket 
parking  lot,  which  is  hub-to-hub  full. 
Our  groceries  are  in  two  brown  bags 
with  a  receipt  totaling  $103.49. 

Poor  Planning.  The  truth  is  that  we 
didn't  adequately  plan  for  our  retire- 
ment. The  finger  of  guilt  for  our  lack  of 
financial  foresight  can  point  nowhere 
but  to  ourselves.  And  one  wheel  of  the 
cart  gets  caught  in  a  pothole  just  as 
spouse  finds  the  car,  opens  the  trunk 
and  also  finds  the  cleaning  that  was 
supposed  to  be  dropped  off  a  week  ago. 
There  is  no  sandy  beach  in  this  scene. 


The  mutual  fund  companies  would 
have  us  believe  that  early  investment 
for  retirement  would  have  enabled  us 
to  snap  our  fingers  at  the  astounding 
figures  at  the  end  of  the  grocery  tape. 
And,  somehow,  somebody  else  would 
be  lugging  the  stuff  home  while  we 
strode  the  shoreline. 

It  all  has  to  do  with  compound  in- 
terest. Ah,  yes,  interest  earned  upon 
interest  earned.  The  "eighth  wonder  of 
the  world,"  according  to  one  of  the 
Rothschilds.  It  certainly  works  theoret- 
ical wonders  on  a  retirement  nest  egg. 
A  couple  bucks  a  week  and  you're  a 
millionaire  by  the  time  you're  old 
enough  to  ponder  using  hair  coloring. 
The  problem,  however,  seems  to  be 
that  this  miracle  applies  to  paltry  sums 
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a  Historic  first  tor  me  jxew  Millennium.. 


WORLD'S  FIRST 
YEAR  2000  GOLDEN  DOLLAR 


on  a 


Giant  Quarter-Pound  Proof  

The  Washington  Mint  Announces  the  HISTORIC  WORLD'S  FIRST  STRIKING  of  an 
Extraordinary  Golden  Proof -the  New  United  States  "Sacagawea"  Dollar  Struck  in  Pure  Silver 
Bullion  and  Richly  Layered  in  Pure  24-Karat  Gold.  -  Special  Advance  Strike  Price  Only  $99 


The  Washington  Mint  announces  the  limited  advance  minting  of  the 
WORLD'S  FIRST  Giant  Golden  Proof  featuring  America's  new  "Sacagawea" 
Dollar. 

The  new  Golden  Dollar  is  the  first  new  U.S.  coin  of  the  millennium.  It 
features  the  historic  year  2000  date  and  is  the  most  eagerly  awaited  coin  in 
decades. 

And  NOW,  during  a  limited  advance  strike  period,  the  world's  first  Year 
2000  Golden  Proof  is  available  at  a  special  discount  price  -  only  $99.  It 
combines  the  beauty  of  pure  gold  and  the  splendor  of  precious  silver  bullion. 

A  HISTORIC  FIRST  ...DATED  2000 

This  Giant  Golden  Proof  is  an  exquisite  adaptation  of  the  new  United  States 
Dollar  coin  -  the  first  U.S.  Dollar  coin  in  a  generation,  and  the  first-ever  gold- 
colored  coin.  It  features  a  portrait  of  Sacagawea,  the  Native  American  guide 
who  accompanied  Lewis  and  Clark  on  their  first  exploration  to  the  Pacific  Ocean 
nearly  200  years  ago. 

The  stunning  Year  2000  Giant  Golden  Proof  is  an  artistic  masterpiece  that 
will  always  be  treasured  as  the  first  of  the  series  and  the  first  of  the  millennium. 

Best  of  all,  it  is  even  more  beautiful  than  the  original,  because  it's  struck  in 
precious  silver  bullion  and  richly  layered  in  pure  24-karat  gold! 

UNPRECEDENTED  WEIGHT 

This  Quarter-Pound  Golden  Proof  combines  unprecedented  weight  with 
extraordinary  dimension  -  it  is  a  landmark  in  proof  minting. 

The  specifications  for  this  colossal  medallic  proof  are  unparalleled. 

^  °ne:  •  Is  Individually  Struck  from  Pure  .999  SUver  Bullion, 
and  Layered  with  Precious  24-Karat  Gold 

•  Contains  124.41  Grams  (1,920  grains)  of  Pure  Silver 

•  Weighs  Over  One  Quarter-Pound  (4  troy  ounces) 

•  Is  a  Massive  3-1/2  Inches  in  Diameter 

•  Is  Individually  Registered  and  Comes  With  a  Numbered 
Certificate  of  Authenticity 

•  Is  Fully  Encapsulated  To  Protect  It's  Mirror  Finish 

•  Includes  a  Deluxe  Velvet  Presentation  Case 

ADVANCE  STRIKE  DISCOUNT 

The  price  for  this  Giant  Golden  Proof  will  be  set  at  $129  per  proof. 

HOWEVER,  IF  YOU  PLACE  YOUR  ORDER  NOW,  YOU  CAN 
ACQUIRE  THIS  GIANT  GOLDEN  PROOF  AT  THE  SPECIAL  ADVANCE 
STRIKE  DISCOUNT  PRICE— ONLY  $99. 


NOTE  TO  COLLECTORS:  IF  YOU  PLACE  YOUR  ORDER  FOR  THE 
QUARTER-POUND  GOLDEN  PROOF  WITHIN  THE  NEXT  10  DAYS,  IT 
WILL  BE  PROCESSED  IMMEDIATELY,  AND  THE  EARLIEST  ORDERS 
WILL  RECEIVE  THE  LOWEST  REGISTRATION  NUMBERS. 

ADDITIONAL  DISCOUNTS 

Substantial  additional  discounts  are  available  for  serious  collectors  who  wish  to 
acquire  more  than  one  of  these  exquisite  proofs.  You  can  order: 

THREE  Quarter-Pound  Golden  Proofs  for  $288. 

FIVE  Quarter-Pound  Golden  Proofs  for  $469. 

TEN  Quarter-Pound  Golden  Proofs  for  $889. 

TWENTY  Quarter-Pound  Golden  Proofs  for  $1,698. 
There  is  a  limit  of  twenty  Giant  Golden  Proofs  per  order,  and  all  orders  are 
subject  to  acceptance  by  The  Washington  Mint,  LLCf  Total  charges  for  shipping, 
handling  and  insurance  are  limited  to  $9.50  per  order,  regardless  of  the  quantity 
ordered. 

ONLY  100,000  AVAILABLE 

The  Washington  Mint  will  strike  only  100,000  Quarter-Pound  Golden  Proofs 
for  2000,  so  oversubscription  is  a  virtual  certainty. 

BEGINNING  TODAY,  TELEPHONE  ORDERS  ONLY  WILL  BE 
ACCEPTED  ON  A  STRICT  FIRST-COME,  FIRST-SERVED  BASIS 
ACCORDING  TO  THE  TIME  AND  DATE  OF  THE  ORDER. 

CUSTOMERS  ARE  STRONGLY  ADVISED  TO  SECURE  THEIR 
RESERVATIONS  IMMEDIATELY  BY  CALLING  TOLL-FREE: 


1-800-926-MNT 

24  HOURS  A  DAY,  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 
A  major  credit  card  is  necessary  to  secure  your  reservation,  and  The 
Washington  Mint  fully  guarantees  satisfaction  with  a  money-back  policy  for 


Ext.  56201 


The  Washington  Mint,  LLC® 

Since  1981,  The  Washington  Mint  has  procured  rare  coins,  secured  bullion  and 
struck  medallions  for  the  American  numismatic  public  as  an  independent  private 
mint,  not  affiliated  with  the  United  States  Government.  This  independence 
provides  the  cornerstone  for  our  commitment  to  excellence  in  both  product  and 
service,  and  most  importantly,  it  guarantees  to  our  customers  essential  rights  and 
complete  satisfaction. 

r  *  1  IW)  I  he  W.ishinylon  Mini  I  I  ■ 


Visit  our  web  site  at:  www.washingtonmint.com 

■  .  


**2-Day  Express  Delivery — In  most  cases  orders  for  In-stock  items  will  be  shipped  within  2  business  days  after  we  receive  and  process  yot 
order  and  should  arrive  2  business  days  later.  ©1999  Direct  Marketing  Enterprises  Ltd.,  D/B/A  Bright-Life,  1200  Shames  Drive,  Westbury,  NY  11590  P6 

Why  Are  We  Giving  Away  Our  Authentic  WWII  Air  Force  Style 


The  Return 
of  a  Styling  Legend- 

without  the  $27935  Price  Tag 

•  Full  front  zipper  •  Action  fasteners 

•  Full  action  cut  •  Military  cuffs 

•  Two  full  cargo  pockets 

•  Warm  plush  acrylic  collar 

•  Military  ribbed  waist  band 

'Others'  expensive  leather  jackets  with  similar 
looks  and  style  sell  elsewhere  for  up  to 
$279.95.  Now  you  can  proudly  wear  our 
authentic  WWII  Air  Force-Style  B-15  Bomber- 
Jacket  tailored  for  action  of  glove-soft  Aero- 
Dyne™  polyurethane  in  classic  Bomber-Jacket 
Brown  for  only  $14.95.  Guaranteed  for  lifetime 
wear  or  your  money  back,  excluding  shipping 
&  handling.  Hurry! 


For  Fastest 
Service  Call 
Toll  Free 


1  -800-330-4579 

24  Hours  -  7  Days 


•  Small  or  Medium— order  Men's  Small 
!!™e  *  Size  Large— order  Men's  Medium 
SIZES    •  Sizes  XL  or  XXL-order  Men's  L  or  XL 


Bomber  Jacket 

Item  # 

Price 

How  many? 

Total 

SAVE 

Small 

51972 

$14.95 

$ 

EVEN 

Medium 

51973 

$14.95 

$ 

Any  2 

Large 

51974 

$14.95 

$ 

iur 

Any  3 
for  $39 

X-Large 

51975 

$16.95 

$ 

XX-Large 

51976 

$16.95 

$ 

Make  check  to  Bright-Life  or  charge 
□  VISA  □  MASTERCARD 
□  DISCOVER  □  AMERICAN  EXPRESS 
Card  #:  (Enter  all  13  to  16  card  numbers  below) 


Mr/Mrs 
Miss/Ms  . 


Address .. 

City  

State/Zip 


Price  Total  (from  above) 

$ 

Shipping  &  handling 
$4.95  for  each  jacket 

$ 

**2-Day  Express  Delivery: 

Add  extra  $6.75  to 
IVifli  above  shP9-  &  hd|9- 

$ 

Subtotal 

$ 

In  NY,  OH  &  VA  add  sales  tax 

$ 

(RG52004-41)  Grand  Total 

$ 

{|  Bright-Life,  Bomber  Jacket,  Dept.  570-401, 1  ^S&T 
Box  3700,  Hicksville,  NY  1 1 855  1 1  -800-909-5637j 


only  if  invested  many  years  ago.  It 
doesn't  work  if  retirement  investment 
started  only  last  week,  the  day  the 
cleaning  was  forgotten  in  the  trunk. 

If  you  want  to  court  a  deep  depres- 
sion on  the  way  home  with  the  gro- 
ceries, try  to  work  out  this  compound 
interest  earnings  thing  in  your  head. 
Ten  dollars  a  week,  beginning  in 
1955,  until  the  day  you  retired  would 
add  up  to  more  than  40  years.  This  is 
2,080  weeks.  Multiply  by  the  10  dol- 
lars, you  end  up  with  $20,800.  That's 
not  retirement  investment  money.  In 
fact,  it's  barely  new  car  money.  But 
then  the  miracle  of  compound  interest 
goes  to  work.  The  first  $10  was  pru- 
dently invested  -  way  back  when  Ike 
was  in  office.  Mutual  funds  talk  about 
the  market  averaging  returns  of  12 
percent.  So  take  them  at  their  respec- 
tive words,  and  the  52  ten  spots  dur- 
ing the  first  year  have  now  grown  40 
times  12  percent  equals  480  percent! 

But  wait,  there's  more.  The  interest 
on  the  first  year's  investment  -  rough- 
ly $10  per  week,  multiplied  by  52 
weeks,  multiplied  by  12  percent  has 
also  grown.  And  then  the  interest  on 
that  interest  has  grown  for  39  years! 


Obviously,  we  need  a  larger  calcula- 
tor to  pursue  this  line  of  thought.  Bet- 
ter yet,  we  need  somebody  else  to  fig- 
ure it  out  -  preferably  somebody 
named  Rothschild. 

"You're  driving  right  by  the  clean- 
ers," comes  from  the  passenger  seat. 
You  can  get  an  idea  of  the  magic  effect 
of  compound  interest  on  your  own  ear- 
ly retirement  savings  -  had  there  been 
such  a  thing.  Your  local  bank,  of 
course,  would  be  the  logical  first  place 
to  go  for  such  information.  But  banks 
no  longer  have  actual  human  beings 
working  for  them,  just  mannequins 
inside  drive-up  windows  who  say, 
"Have  a  nice  day." 

Bull  Market.  A  local  mutual  fund  of- 
fice will,  however,  have  what  you're 
looking  for.  And  it  will  be  especially 
cooperative  if  the  Dow  is  up  a  couple 
dozen  points  on  the  day.  The  data  it'll 
furnish  you  pertains,  of  course,  to  its 
own  funds.  Not  the  ones  that 
disappeared  in  the  recent  financial 
tsunami  of  Asian  insolvency,  but  the 
one  that  was  managed  by  an  uncombed 
towhead  wearing  a  pocket-protector  - 
the  fund  that's  always  up. 


What  you'll  discover  is  that  your 
seemingly  meager  investment  would 
now  be  worth  something  like  the  to- 
bacco settlement  for  the  state  of 
New  York.  If  you  hadn't  fed  your 
in-laws  an  $8  turkey  and  a  $2  bottle 
of  wine  that  distant  Thanksgiving 
Day  you'd  be  enjoying  an  affluent 
leisure  today.  Your  lifemate  would 
be  gazing  adoringly  at  you,  instead 
of  staring  out  the  windshield  at  an 
unseen  future.  Your  dog  would  be 
frisking  along  the  sand  with  you, 
unencumbered  by  pooper-scooper 
or  even  canine  halitosis.  If  you  don't 
believe  the  graph  from  the  mutual 
fund  company,  just  work  it  out 
for  yourself.  The  rest  of  us  will 
wait.  By  now  there's  a  line  at  the 
cleaners,  anyway. 


Theodore  Rickard  lives  in  Wilmette, 
III.  He  jests  he  has  been  out  of  work 
long  enough  to  call  himself  a  free- 
lance humor  writer.  This  is  his  first 
appearance  in  The  American  Legion 
Magazine. 
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Pride  Scooters  will  get  you  there. 
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Whether  your  adventure  is  a  race  across  the  desert  or  a 
ride  through  the  park.  Pride  Scooters  will  get  you  there 
in  comfort  and  style. 

Join  the  thousands  of  satisfied  Pride  Scooter  owners 
who  are  enjoying  more  active  and  rewarding  lifestyles 
on  their  stylish  Pride  Scooters. 

For  a  free  color  brochure  &  M  _  *mgm 

the  name  of  an  Authorized  1»»XQQWS00U'5035 

Pride  Provider  near  you  call:  1  W       www  «#w«*<# 

Pride  Scooters  are  available  only  through  Authorized  Pride  Providers. 
|-  — —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —J 

|   Yes!  I  would  like  to  know  more  about  the  beautiful  Pride  Scooters! 

|  Name  

I  Address  

[  City  

I  Zip  


Phone  (. 


.State. 
■) 


(required) 

Mail  To:  Pride  Mobility  Products  Corp. 

182  Susquehanna  Ave.  Exeter,  PA  18643 


Good  men 
and  women 
must  step 
forward  to 
rebuild 
America's 
moral  fiber 


|  The  majority  of  today's  youth  lead  normal  lives  and  want  the  violence  to  end.  Here,  a  participant ; 
a  memorial  service  in  Littleton,  Colo.,  makes  his  message  clear. 


By  William  J.  Bennett 

FEW  YEARS  ago  I  had 
lunch  with  a  friend  of  mine 
who  has  written  for  a  num- 
ber of  political  journals  and 
who  now  lives  in  Asia. 
During  our  conversation, 
the  topic  turned  to  America 
-  in  particular,  America  as 
seen  through  the  eyes  of 
foreigners.  He  explained  to 


me,  based  on  his  observations,  while 
the  world  still  regards  the  United 
States  as  the  leading  economic  and 
military  power  on  earth,  this  same 
world  no  longer  beholds  us  with  the 
same  moral  respect  it  once  did.  It 
no  longer  sees  a  "shining  city  on  a  hill." 
Instead,  it  sees  a  society  in  decline, 
with  dizzying  rates  of  crime,  family 
breakup,  drug  abuse  and  other  social 
pathologies. 

I  have  an  instinctive  aversion  to  for- 
eigners harshly  judging  our  nation;  yet 


I  must  concede  that  some  of  what  they 
think  is  true.  Despite  recent  improve- 
ment, since  1960  the  number  of  total 
crimes  in  the  United  States  has  risen 
290  percent.  During  the  same  time, 
violent  crime  has  increased  500 
percent,  and  the  percentage  of  births 
that  are  out  of  wedlock  has  increased 
511  percent.  In  15  of  our  nation's 
largest  cities  the  teenage  illegitimacy 
birth  rate  is  greater  than  90  percent. 
Today,  America  leads  the  industrial- 
ized world  in  rates  of  fatherless  fami- 
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Margaret 
Ensley,  presi- 
dent of  Mothers 
Against 
Violence  in 
Schools,  stands 
with  a  photo  of 
her  son 
Michael,  a 
victim  of  gun 
violence  in 
1993,  during  a 
news  confer- 
ence in  Los 
Angeles. 


Violent  video  games  award  bonus  points  for  direct  head  shots 
and  have  introduced  terms  such  as  "first  person  shooter"  to 
America's  younger  generation. 


(he  Hill 


lies,  divorce,  abortion,  teenage  births 
and  youth  drug  use. 

These  are  normally  abstractions  to 
most  Americans.  But  then  an  event 
like  the  Littleton,  Colo.,  massacre 
takes  place.  America  heard  a  wake-up 
call  when  Dylan  Klebold  and  Eric  Har- 
ris killed  12  classmates  and  a  teacher  al 
Columbine  High  School.  This  country 
had  specific  questions  about  the  ram- 
page: How  did  these  boys  get  those 
guns?  What  were  the  adults  doing 
when  the  boys  spent  hours  building 


bombs  and  draftin  mur- 
der-assault plans?  The 
country  had  some  deeper, 
more  general  questions  as 
well:  Who  were  these 
boys?  Why  would  they  do 
this?  What  is  wrong  with 
the  soil  from  which  they 
were  raised?  What,  in 
short,  is  wrong  with 
America? 

Like  many  Ameri- 
cans, I  have  spent  some 
time  thinking  and  talking 
about  these  questions. 
Clearly,  they  involve 
complex  and  sensitive 
issues.  But  they  are  issues 
worth  wrestling  with;  they 
are  issues  that  demand  to 
be  wrestled  with.  They  are 
the  most  fundamental  is- 
sues confronting  us  today. 
And  I  believe  that  Sen. 
Daniel  Patrick  Moynihan, 
D-N.Y.,  was  correct  when 
he  said  that  the  central 
conservative  truth  of  our 
time  is  that  culture  is  more 
important  than  politics. 
There  is  something  wrong 
in  our  culture,  and  that 
error  is  playing  itself  out 
in  the  political  and  social 
landscape. 

The  fact  is  that,  during 
the  20th  century,  Ameri- 
ca has  become  a  society 
increasingly  hostile  or 
indifferent  to  concepts 
like  good  and  bad,  moral 
and  immoral,  noble  and 
base.  Today  there  is  even 
a  debate  going  on  in  this  country  about 
life  and  death  and  whether  one  is  nec- 
essarily better  than  the  other.  The  late 
Timothy  Leary,  a  leader  of  the  coun- 
tercultural  and  drug-legalization  move- 
ment, got  a  lot  of  attention  a  couple  of 
years  ago  when  he  celebrated  and  ad- 
vertised his  impending  death  as  "the 
most  fascinating  experience  in  life." 

Moral  indifference  might  be  irrele- 
vant if  it  were  confined  to  the  fringes 
of  American  society.  After  all,  human 
society  has  always  had  its  cynics.  The 
problem  today  is  that  moral  indiffer- 
ence has  become  the  standard  of 
some  of  this  nation's  most  revered, 
most  powerful  institutions.  It  is  no 
longer  confined  to  the  intellectual  elite. 
Rather,  it  permeates  much  of  main- 
stream society. 


Consider  American  higher  educa- 
tion. Princeton  University  recently 
hired  a  man  named  Peter  Singer  to 
teach  at  its  Center  for  Human  Values. 
Thought  by  many  to  be  one  of  the 
leading  thinkers  in  his  field  -  "applied 
ethics"  -  Singer  has  made  a  name  for 
himself  by  advocating  the  abandon- 
ment of  "doctrines  about  the  sanctity 
of  life"  and  by  arguing  that  infanticide 
and  euthanasia  are  sometimes  accept- 
able since  infants,  the  mentally 
impaired  and  some  elderly  are  not  truly 
persons  since  they  lack  "rationality, 
autonomy  and  self-consciousness." 

Movie  Mayhem.  Or  think  of  Ameri- 
can popular  culture.  There  are  good 
things  in  the  popular  culture,  obvious- 
ly, but  there  are  increasingly  horrible 
things  as  well.  Television,  movies  and 
music  have  moved  away  from  the  fare 
of  the  1950s  and  1960s  to  grisly  mur- 
der scenes,  gratuitous  sex  and  nonstop 
profanity.  One  of  the  most  successful 
movies  among  teenagers  during  the 
1990s  was  a  film  called  "Scream." 
Among  other  things,  the  film  shows  a 
boy  being  tortured  and  then  disembow- 
eled and  a  young  woman  being  stabbed 
repeatedly  in  her  chest.  The  movie 
took  in  more  than  $78  million  and  was 
called  a  critical  success. 

These  kinds  of  things  are  now  a  big 
part  of  the  "entertainment  industry" 
and  are  bankrolled  by  some  of  Ameri- 
ca's oldest  and  most  respected  corpo- 
rations. "Scream"  was  produced  by 
Disney's  Miramax  division.  The  "Jerry 
Springer  Show"  and  shock  rocker  Mar- 
ilyn Manson  come  from  the  Seagram 
Corporation.  When  "60  Minutes" 
broadcast  Jack  Kevorkian  killing  an- 
other man  by  injecting  him  with  poi- 
son, and  when  Howard  Stern  brought 
his  raunchy  radio  show  onto  television, 
the  bills  were  footed  by  CBS. 

Here  there  needs  to  be  an  important 
qualification:  Universities,  the  popular 
culture  and  big  business  are  not  solely 
responsible  for  America's  social  degra- 
dation. Even  in  a  degraded  popular 
culture,  it  is  still  the  responsibility  of 
parents  to  raise  their  children  to  be 
good,  decent,  law-abiding  citizens. 
That  job  is  much  tougher  than  it  once 
was,  and  much  tougher  than  it  should 
be.  But  the  responsibility  remains;  we 
cannot  give  in  to  indifference,  a  shrug 
of  the  shoulders,  resignation.  In  the 
words  of  writer  Flannery  O'Connor, 
we  have  to  push  back  as  hard  as  the 
age  that  pushes  against  us. 
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Popular  cul- 
ture is  one  area, 
in  particular, 
where  we  need  to 
push  back  hard. 
For  Hollywood 
and  Madison  Av- 
enue are  promi- 
nent voices  in  a 
growing  national 
chorus.  That  cho- 
rus sings  these 
lessons  to  our 
young:  Pursue 
not  justice  or  ex- 
cellence but  plea- 
sure; if  it  feels 
good,  do  it;  pri- 
vate interest  pre- 


A  woman  embraces  her 
High  School  in  Littleton 


daughter  after  they  are  reunited  following  the  shooting  at  Columbine 
Colo. 


cedes  the  common  interest;  the  differ- 
ence between  right  and  wrong  is  a 
matter  of  opinion;  God  is,  if  not  dead, 
then  meaningless. 

The  lessons  have  taken  their  toll.  In 
Littleton.  In  Los  Angeles.  In  Washing- 
ton. Throughout  America.  We  see  it 
too  often  to  deny  it. 

In  the  twilight  of  the  20th  century, 
concepts  like  truth,  honor  and  nobility 
often  elicit  not  agreement,  esteem  or 
veneration  but  ridicule,  scorn  and 
mockery.  This  is  not  a  good  thing  for 
anyone,  but  it  is  especially  harmful 
when  it  comes  to  raising  our  children. 
Recall  the  lines  from  C.  S.  Lewis' 
book,  "The  Abolition  of  Man":  "We 
make  men  without  chests  and  expect  of 
them  virtue  and  enterprise.  We  laugh  at 
honor  and  are  shocked  to  find  traitors 
in  our  midst." 

This  is  precisely  what  we  have  ac- 
complished during  the  latter  half  of  this 
century.  Sometime  after  World  War  II, 
during  the  1960s  and  1970s,  we  began 
losing  confidence  in  traditional  sources 
of  authority  and  wisdom.  Some  people 
rejected  those  sources  outright.  Many 
of  us  changed  our  sights;  we  quit  look- 
ing up  and  began  looking  down. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  this  is  what 
Socrates  warned  would  happen  in  a 
democracy.  Parents  would  lose  confi- 
dence in  themselves  and  their  leader- 
ship and  be  overtaken  by  youthful 
whims,  passions  and  pretensions.  In 
democracies,  Socrates  said,  the  father 
"habituates  himself  to  be  like  his  child 
and  fear  his  sons,  and  a  son  habituates 
himself  to  be  like  his  father  and  have 
no  shame  before  or  fear  of  his  parents  - 
that's  so  he  may  be  free."  These  and 
other  small  things  of  the  following  kind 
come  to  pass.  As  the  teacher  in  such  a 


situation  is  frightened  of  the  pupils  and 
fawns  on  them,  so  the  students  make 
light  of  their  teachers,  as  well  as  of 
their  attendants.  And  generally,  the 
young  copy  their  elders  and  compete 
with  them  in  speeches  and  deed  while 
the  old  come  down  to  the  level  of  the 
young;  imitating  the  young,  they  are 
overflowing  with  facility  and  charm, 
and  that's  so  that  they  won't  seem  to  be 
unpleasant  or  despotic." 


"Many  readers  of  this 
magazine  fought  against 
those  evils  [of  fascism 
and  communism]. ...  The 
greatest  evils  we  face 
today,  however,  come  not 
from  an  enemy  abroad 
but  from  within." 


It's  Never  Too  Late.  As  I  travel  across 
the  country,  people  are  increasingly 
asking  me  whether  it  is  "too  late"  to 
save  the  country  from  irreversible  cul- 
tural decline.  At  the  root  of  the  ques- 
tion is  the  seed  of  an  answer.  The  fact 
that  so  many  Americans  are  concerned 
about  the  nation's  moral  fiber  is  a 
promising  indicator.  When  asked  what 
worries  them  most,  a  majority  of 
Americans  now  cite  moral  decline  and 
a  lowering  of  standards  in  behavior. 
Cultural  issues  have  a  central  place  in 
today's  national-political  conversation. 
Cassie  Bernall,  the  young  woman 
whose  last  words  in  the  Columbine 
library  were  "yes  I  do"  when  asked 


whether  she  be- 
lieved in  God,  is 
a  martyr  and  a 
hero  to  young 
people  -  and  old 
people  -  all  over 
the  country. 

The  better 
sign  will  be 
when  we  start 
attaching 
rhetoric  with 
specific  actions. 
When  we  not 
only  desire  but 
insist  on  better 
schools  for  our 
children  and 
grandchildren. 


When  we  not  only  complain  about  the 
popular  culture  but  trade  it  in  once  in  a 
while.  When  we  not  only  proclaim  that 
character  in  our  leaders  matters  but 
also  hold  them  accountable  when  they 
violate  their  oaths  to  God,  family  and 
country. 

With  your  experience  and  help,  we 
can  unite  and  respond  with  a  new  na- 
tional chorus.  It  should  focus  on  two 
things  -  message  and  volume.  The 
message,  founded  on  clear,  common- 
sense  thinking,  is  simple  enough: 
There  is  an  objective  difference 
between  right  and  wrong,  virtue  and 
vice,  noble  and  base,  truth  and  false- 
hood. The  volume  question  is  more 
complicated.  It  will  be  sparked  not  by 
intelligence  but  by  courage. 

Pericles,  the  great  Athenian  states- 
man, said  that  the  key  to  democracy  is 
courage.  And  so  it  is.  But  the  trick  is 
that  different  times  call  for  different 
kinds  of  courage.  The  courage  needed 
today  is  somewhat  different  in  nature 
than  the  courage  required  in  the  fights 
against  fascism  and  communism. 
Many  readers  of  this  magazine  fought 
against  those  evils.  This  nation  owes 
you  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  for  that. 
The  greatest  evils  we  face  today,  how- 
ever, come  not  from  an  enemy  abroad 
but  from  within. 

So  leadership  is  needed  once  more. 
Like  before,  the  country  needs  good 
men  and  women  to  stand  up  for  what  is 
right  and  against  what  is  wrong,  who 
live  their  lives  as  examples  to  their  fel- 
low countrymen.  Then  and  only  then 
can  we  restore  America's  position  in 
the  world  making  it,  once  again,  a 
shining  example  -  a  city  on  a  hill.  □ 

Article  design:  Kathy  Joint 


jjg  •  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE  •  NOVEMBER  1999 


VITAMINS  At  Low  Low  Discount  Prices 


The  Protector  Mineral 

SELENIUM 

50  meg. 

Sugar,  Starch  and  Preservative  Free 

Selenium  works  along  with  nature's 
other  protectors  to  guard  cells  and 
tissues  from  free  radical  damage. 

49" 


rFor  Easy  and  Efficient  Utilization 
Calcium  and  Magnesium  in  One  Tablet 

Chelated 

CAL-MAG 

Now  get  more  from  a  calcium 
supplement.  Each  protein  coated 
tablet  provides  500  mg.  of  calcium 
with  250  mg.  of  magnesium. 
4081 


100  TABLETS  ONLY 


60  TABLETS  ONLY 


99* 


99%  Deodorized 
All  Natural 

GARLIC 

300  mg. 

A  special  cold  processing  technique 
makes  it  possible  for  us  to  provide 
you  with  all  the  benefits  of  100% 
garlic  without  the  odor  or  taste. 
201  $-|  HQ, 

100  TABLETS  ONLY  ULDj 


GINKGO  BILOBA 

30  mg  30  TABLETS 

5631  $1.95 

VALERIAN  ROOT 

450  mg         100  CAPSULES 

$1.95 

CAYENNE 

450  mg  100  CAPSULES 
3290  $1 .95 


THIS  SPECIAL  OFFER  NOT  AVAILABLE  ON  THE  INTERNET 


CRANBERRY 
SOFTGELS 

with  Vitamin  C 100  mg. 

Each  of  our  concentrated 
Cranberry  Softgels  provide  the 
equivalent  of  1 1 32  mg.  of  fresh 
cranberry  juice  plus  1 00  mg.  of 
vitamin  C. 

1.95J 


100  SOFTGELS  ONLY 


GINSENG  Hii 

250  mg.  Softgels 

Ginseng  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  highly  regarded  herbs.  It  has 
been  referred  to  as  "the  queen  of 
herbs".  Puritan's  Pride  offers  one  of 
the  finest,  high  quality  ginseng 
products  you  can  buy. 

1270  QQ0 
50  SOFTGELS  ONLY  99 


DHEA 


25  mg. 

DHEA  is  naturally  produced  by 
the  Adrenal  Gland.  Levels  of 
this  hormone  peak  in  a  person's  | 
20's,  only  to  decline  every 
decade  thereafter. 
3421 

100  TABLETS  ONLY 


ST.  JOHN'S  WORT 

300  mg  100  CAPSULES 
0.15%  Hypericin  $4  nr 

6551  ImfSO 


FO-TI 

560  mg 

3340 


100  CAPSULES 

'1.95 


$1.99 


GREEN  TEA 

Whole  Herb  35  BAGS 
Tea  Bags  $4  ftc 
853  1.93 


SEE  OUR  FULL  CATALOG  ON  THE  WEB  www.puritanspride.com 


Natural 

ACIDOPHILUS 
SOFTGELS 

Natural  Acidophilus  Softgels  contain 
live,  cultivated  Acidophilus. 
Acidophilus,  acid  producing  bacteria, 
is  the  key  to  intestinal  health. 
2610  ftftlSI 

100  SOFTGELS  ONLY  99 

RETIN0L 
CREAM 

Vitamin  A 
200,000  I.U.  Per  Jar 

For  soft,  smooth  and  younger 
looking  skin. 


CO  ENZYME  0-10 

Co  Enzyme  Q1 0  has  been  the 
;  subject  of  important  research.  This 
nutrient  reportedly  plays  a  role  in 
the  body's  production  of  adenosine 
triphosphate,  the  basic  energy 
component  of  the  cell. 
10  mg  Softgels  4710  $4  AC 
50  SOFTGELS  ONLY  I.JJU 
I  mg  Softgels  7270  $4  AC 
50  SOFTGELS  ONLY  HuVQ} 

PYCN0GEN0L"  30  mg.  onPUDCiiiccnuiv 

Pycnogenol,  extracted  from  pine  bark,  is  now  *  J>  w  J)™^?  ™ 

available  in  30  mg.  capsules  fortified  with     \       J  $0  QQ 

300  mg.  of  Citrus  Bioflavonoids  for  extra      \J,,^-'  £iiww 

nutritional  protection.  7130 


GLUCOSAMINE 
SULFATE 

500  mg. 

Glucosamine  is  a  natural 
substance  found  in  the  joints  of 
bones.  Puritan's  Pride  offers  you 
glucosamine  as  Glucosamine 
Sulfate  in  convenient  500  mg. 
capsules. 
I  7711 

60  CAPSULES  ONLY 


'2.49J 


ESTER-C*. 


4  Oz.  Jar  ONLY 


$1.99 


vonoids  500  mg. 

Studies  showed  that  Ester-C  Polyascorbate  compared 
to  ordinary  vitamin  C  enters  the  blood  stream  twice  as 
fast,  doubles  the  amount  in  the  blood,  and  doubles  the 
time  the  nutrient  circulates  through  the  body.  6990 


90  TABLETS  ONLY 


g$2.95 


SAW  PALMETTO 

227  mg         100  CAPSULES 

$1.95 

MILK  THISTLE 

70  mg         100  CAPSULES 

$1.95 

KAVAKAVA 

300  mg         100  CAPSULES 

$1-95 
TechinaceJ^ 

400  mg 

100  CAPSULES 

3  $1,95 

BILBERRY 

1000  mg 

90  SOFTGELS 

,  $2.75 


YOURS  FREE 
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Low-key,  soft-spoken 
Medal-of-Honor  recipient 
and  Legionnaire 


Gary  Wetzel  is 


the  Vietnam  War. 


forward  when 
necessary  in  war  and 
peace 


By  Terry  Coffey  and 
Peter  B.  Rose 

Assistant  Editors 


T_     m    EDAL  OF  HONOR  re- 
■    fl     cipient  Gary  Wetzel 
B  / 1     wanted  to  avoid  the  spot- 
1/1     light.  He  stood  to  the 
flU  I     side  like  an  invisible  man 

while  the  27  glass  sails 
f  of  the  new  Medal  of 

Honor  Memorial  were 
dedicated.  He  was  one  of  97  Medal  of 
Honor  recipients  who  traveled  to  In- 
dianapolis for  this  stirring  patriotic 
ceremony. 

"As  a  symbol  of  heroism,  the 
Medal  of  Honor  has  no  equal  in 
American  life,"  said  event  chairman 
John  Hodowal.  "The  individuals  who 
received  this  medal  for  acts  of  valor 
have  been  singled  out  not  to  glorify 
war,  but  to  recognize  that,  for  all  its 


destructiveness,  war  is  often  the 
backdrop  for  extraordinary  acts  of 
bravery. 


"It's  nice  to  be  a 
hero,  but  not  a 
basketball  star  or 
football  star.  Just  Joe 
Schmoe,  who  wears 
blue  jeans,  trying  to 
make  a  Uving" 

*  Gary  Wetzel 


After  the  formalities,  others 
enjoyed  the  deluge  of  applause,  flash 
bulbs  and  TV  cameras.  Hundreds  of 
visitors  swept  through  the  area  with 
congratulations  and  requests  for  auto- 
graphs. Alone  and  uncomfortable, 
Wetzel  stepped  aside  and  reflected  on 
both  the  water  flowing  past  the 
memorial  and  the  course  of  events 
that  brought  him  to  this  bittersweet 
occasion. 

Setting  the  Scene. When  Pfc.  Gary 
Wetzel  walked  off  a  plane  from  Viet- 
nam in  1967  he  got  into  a  brawl  with 
hippies  who  spoke  to  him  about  peace 
and  love,  then  asked  how  many  ba- 
bies he  had  killed. 

Wetzel's  second  return  from  Viet- 
nam in  1968  was  more  poignant.  That 
January  his  helicopter  had  been  pinned 
down  near  Ap  Dong  An  by  heavy  fire. 
As  he  rushed  to  the  assistance  of  his 
injured  aircraft  commander,  enemy 
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The  'National  Motor  Museum'  - 
in  Association  with  Pepsi-Cola,  Presents: 
CLASSIC  1940  FORD 
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Direct  from  the  'National  Motor  Museum  Mint,'  comes 
the  very  last  officially  authorized  'Pepsi-Cola'  commem- 
orative to  be  issued  in  this  century.  From  over  100 
years  of  'Pepsi'  vehicles,  the  most  memorable  of  all  its 
delivery  trucks  -  the  original  1940  Ford  V-8  Pepsi-Cola 
"pleasure-mobile."" 

Precision-Engineered  From  Original  'Pepsi' 
Specifications,  it  Features  Full  Operating 
Parts,  Official  Logos  &  Factory  Baked 
Enamel  Finish. 

So  finely  detailed,  even  the  most  minute  detail  and  most 
intricate  feature  has  been  recaptured  in  precise  scale- 
ratio:  gleaming  chrome  bumpers  ...  chrome  V-nose  grille 
...  twin  running  boards  ...  working  rubber  tires  ...  why 
even  the  back-loaded  racks  that  hold  over  500  individual 


Strictly  Limited,  Final  Edition  of  the  20th  Century, 
Authorized  by  Pepsi-Cola 


'Pepsi'  bottles.  Lift  the  hood  and  inspect  the  engine  ... 
and  you  can  almost  hear  this  miniature  V-8  power 
plant  roar  to  life  ...  same  as  the  very  first  day  it  was 
delivered  to  'Pepsi'  six  decades  ago! 

Comes  With    Certificate  of  Authenticity  - 
And  is  Fully  Guaranteed 

Authentic  die-cast  replicas  of  classic  vintage  cars  normal- 
ly sell  for  as  much  as  $49.98  each  ...  and  in  the  case  of 
specially  issued  limited  editions,  as  high  as  $59.98.  But 
under  the  terms  of  the  license  from  PepsiCola  for  this  spe- 
cial release,  we  are  authorized  to  offer  this  1940  'Pepsi' 
treasure-piece  for  only  $19.98.  So,  to  make  sure  you  do 
not  let  this  opportunity  pass  you  by,  order  TODAY! 
Satisfaction  guaranteed,  or  money  refunded  (less  P  &  H) . 
ACT  NOW! 
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As  a  Huey  door  gunner,  Pvt.  Gary  Wetzel  looks  out  over  the  Vietnamese  landscape. 


rockets  blew  off  his  left  arm. 

One  of  the  strongest  single  images 
in  Saving  Private  Ryan,  Stephen 
Spielberg's  Academy  Award  winning 
movie  about  World  War  II,  was  of  the 
soldier  during  the  Normandy  invasion 
who  carried  his  blown-off  arm  while 
continuing  to  attack.  Wetzel  was  the 
Vietnam  version  of  the  same  grim  but 
valorous  experience. 

Somehow  Wetzel  continued  to 
fight  despite  his  missing  limb.  Also 
suffering  from  severe  damage  to  his 
other  arm,  chest,  stomach  and  leg, 
Wetzel  blacked  out  several  times  due 
to  shock  and  loss  of  blood.  Through  it 
all,  he  struggled  to  his  gun  position  at 
the  helicopter  door.  Despite  his  terrif- 
ic pain  and  the  chaos  surrounding 
him,  with  the  one  battered  arm  he  had 
left,  he  was  able  to  point  his  machine 
gun  at  the  enemy  emplacement  that 
was  tearing  apart  American  troops. 
He  wiped  it  out.  Then  he  kept  his 
commander  alive. 

Medically,  the  20-year-old  Wetzel 
should  have  been  dead.  Instead  he 
found  himself  back  in  the  Oakland, 
California  airport.  Wheeled  off  the 
plane  on  a  stretcher  to  a  waiting  am- 
bulance, the  fighting  should  have 
been  behind  him.  But  when  demon- 
strators threw  animal  feces  at  his  ve- 
hicle, attendants  had  to  restrain  him 
from  going  after  them. 


Wetzel  was  never  embittered  by 
the  war  injuries  that  laid  him  up  for 
six  months  in  Vietnamese,  Japanese 
and  American  hospitals.  Half  of  his 
body  was  broken,  but  his  toughest 
adjustment  was  his  reception  as  an 
amputee  by  the  public.  "I  accepted 
the  fact  that  I  lost  an  arm,"  he  says. 
"I  knew  it  wasn't  going  to  grow 
back,  so  let's  get  on  with  life." 

Flag  Supporter.  Although  he  shied 
away  from  celebrity  status  on  a  stage 
that  honored  him  as  a  hero,  he  con- 
tinually uses  that  distinction  to  help 
others.  He  has  testified  before  the 
U.S.  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  on 
the  flag  protection  amendment.  In 
1996  he  ran  for  Congress.  Despite 
the  long  hours  he  puts  in  as  a  heavy 
equipment  operator,  he  finds  time  for 
frequent  meetings  with  Wisconsin 
school  children. 

Inner-city  kids  have  particularly 
impressed  him.  "In  this  challenging 
urban  environment  that  offers  little 
and  demands  much,  I  am  constantly 
amazed  at  how  these  children  listen, 
and  how  they  genuinely  recognize  not 
only  the  sacrifice  and  devotion  of  our 
great  heroes  but  that  defending  the 
flag  for  which  their  forefathers  gave 
so  much  is  important,  and  the  right 
thing  to  do,"  Wetzel  said. 

After  speaking  to  100  Milwaukee 


"...  /  am  constantly 
amazed  at  how  these 
children  listen,  and 
how  they  genuinely 
recognize  not  only 
the  sacrifice  and 
devotion  of  our  great 
heroes  but  that 
defending  the  flag 
for  which  their 
forefathers  gave 
so  much  is 
important,  and  the 
right  thing  to  do." 

*  Gary  Wetzel 


During  a  memorial  service  on  the  Legion  Mall 
in  Indianapolis,  Wetzel  salutes  fallen 


eighth  graders  recently,  many  of  whom 
were  gang  members,  he  found  his  mail- 
box stuffed  with  letters  from  the  stu- 
dents declaring  him  their  role  model. 

"It's  nice  to  be  a  hero,  but  not  a 
basketball  star  or  football  star.  Just 
Joe  Schmoe,  who  wears  blue  jeans, 
trying  to  make  a  living,"  he  said.  □ 

Article  design:  Mary  Lawson 
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Announcing  an  Historic  Release  from  the  U.S.  Mint 


THE  LAST  AMERICAN  $5  GOLD 
COIN  OF  THE  CENTURY 


in  PURE  22  Karat  Gold  -  only  $59.00 


History  is  being  made  this  year  with  the  release 
of  the  very  Last  of  the  United  States  Gold  Coins  of 
the  20th  Century. 

Authorized  by  Congress 

Authorized  by  Congress  and  individually 
struck  at  the  United  States  Mint,  each  of  these 
United  States  legal  tender  Gold  Coins  is  an  ex- 
quisite Brilliant  Uncirculated  Collectors  Piece. 
Each  features  Augustus  St.  Gaudens'  regal  portrait 
of  Miss  Liberty  on  the  front  and  a  beloved  family 
of  American  Eagles  designed  by  Texas  artist  Miley 
Busiek  on  the  reverse. 

American  Eagle  Gold  Coins 

The  United  States  $5  Gold  Coins  are  each 
carefully  die  struck  in  deep  dimension  from  PURE 
22  KARAT  GOLD  to  highlight  the  beautiful  luster 
of  precious  gold.  Minted  for  both  Collectors  and 
Investors,  the  1999  dated  $5  Gold  Coins  have  the 
historic  distinction  of  being  the  LAST  Gold  Coins 
of  the  Century. 

U.S.  Treasury 

Each  1999  United  States  $5  Gold  Coin  comes 
to  you  housed  in  a  plush  collectors  case.  The 
Bankers  Roll  of  50  coins  is  permanently  protected 
in  an  original  U.S.  Mint  roll  with  the  Seal  of  the 
United  States  Treasury  embossed  on  the  cover. 

Every  1999  $5  Gold  Coin  is  accompanied  by  an 
Individually  Numbered  Certificate  of  Authenticity 
and  is  protected  by  our  no-questions-asked  30-day 
money  back  Guarantee  of  Satisfaction. 


Price  Guaranteed:  December  30,  1999 

These  important  historic  American  1999  $5 
Gold  Coins— in  solid  22  Karat  Gold— the  Last 
American  $5  Gold  Coins  of  the  Century— are 
available  directly  from  The  Olde  New  England 
Mint.  The  price,  for  a  limited  time,  is  just  $59.00 
plus  $4.50  p&h.  This  price  is  guaranteed  only 
until  December  30,  1999. 

Order  More  &  Save!!! 
3  $5  Gold  Coins.. .$169  +  $6.50  p&h- SAVE  $15 
5  $5  Gold  Coins... $269  +  $8.50  p&h- SAVE  $40 
10  $5  Gold  Coins.. .$520  +  $9.50  p&h- SAVE  $105 
20  $5  Gold  Coins.. .$999  Postpaid- SAVE  $271 
50  (Banker's  Roll)  of  $5  Gold  Coins... just  $2,450 
Postpaid-SAVE  $625.00!! 

Don't  miss  out  on  this  last  chance  to  reserve 
your  historic  1999  $5  American  Gold  Coins.  CALL 
TODAY! 

TOLL  FREE  -  24  HOURS  A  DAY 

1-800-937-4498 

Ext.  80405 

|  SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED  

You  must  be  completely  satisfied  with  your  new  U.S.  Govern- 
ment Gold  Coins.  Examine  them  in  your  home  for  a  full  30 
days,  if  you  are  dissatisfied  for  any  reason,  return  them  for  a 
complete  (except  p&h  of  course)  no-questions-asked  refund. 

The  Olde  New  England  Mint 

21  Bridge  Square,  Westport,  CT  06880 
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Decorated  hero 
strives  to  instill 
values  in 
youth 


former  chariman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  at  a  1999  news  conference. 


Retired  Gen.  Colin  Powell  is  one  of  today's  best-known 
and  admired  military  leaders.  He  was  born  in  1937  in 
New  York  City  and  attended  City  College  as  a  cadet  in 
the  Reserve  Officer  Training  Corps. 
After  two  tours  in  Vietnam,  he  held  many  key  positions, 
including  national  security  adviser  to  President  Reagan  in 
1987.  Promoted  to  four-star  general  in  April  1989,  Powell 
became  chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  the  first  black 
officer  to  hold  the  nation's  highest  military  post.  He  played 
a  pivotal  role  in  the  invasion  of  Panama  in  1989  and 
throughout  the  Persian  Gulf  War  before  retiring  in  1993. 

The  general  has  since  penned  a  best-selling  autobiogra- 
phy, taken  an  active  role  in  youth  advocacy  with  the 
America's  Promise  program  and  has  been  listed  among 
Time  Magazine's  25  Most  Influential  People.  Donald 
Lambro,  the  chief  political  correspondent  for  The  Washing- 
ton Times,  spoke  with  Powell  for  The  American  Legion 
Magazine. 

American  Legion  Magazine:  We  commemo- 
rate Veterans  Day  Nov.  11.  What  does  this  day  mean  to 
you,  and  do  you  think  that  with  the  passage  of  time  and 
with  succeeding  generations  who  have  no  direct  knowl- 
edge of  the  last  great  wars,  that  its  meaning  has  dimin- 
ished for  some  Americans? 


It's  still  a  day  where  we  see  signs  of  patriotism;  there  are 
still  the  parades,  there  are  still  the  ceremonies. 

As  a  veteran  I  still  feel  appreciated  by  the  American 
people,  and  I  hope  my  fellow  veterans  feel  the  same  way. 
But  I  also  hope  and  pray  that  the  day  will  come  when  there 
won't  be  war  veterans  around.  That's  what  we  fought  for. 

That  we  will  not  have  to  fight  wars  should  be  our  prayer 
of  peace.  But  that  will  only  come  as  long  as  we  have  peo- 
ple willing  to  become  veterans  and  because  we  have  people 
who  have  served  and  are  now  honored  veterans. 

0.  There  are  some  people  who  question  whether  the 
next  generation  fully  appreciates  the  sacrifices  made  by 
veterans  and  whether  they  will  want  to  defend  Ameri- 
ca. What  do  you  think? 

A I  don't  have  any  doubt  about  that.  If  the  nation  ever 
■  were  challenged,  I  think  you  would  see  the  same 
coming  forward  as  heroes  and  Americans  willing  to  serve 
and  die  for  their  country.  There  are  still  people  who  love 
this  country  that  much. 

It's  going  to  be  a  long  time  before  we  stop  producing 
veterans  because  we're  not  a  world  at  peace.  It's  not  a  bad 
dream  to  have.  It's  a  dream  I  have  as  a  soldier  that  one  day 
peace  will  come.  It's  the  dream  that  General  Washington 
had  as  our  first  commander-in-chief. 


COLIN  POWELL: 


I  think  it  is  still  an  important  holiday. 


Q. 


What  do  you  think  about  the  state  of  veterans'  ben- 
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efits  today?  There  are  many  who  say  that  we  are  not 
doing  enough  for  our  veterans,  that  we  are  not  spend- 
ing enough  on  programs  and  benefits  for  them.  What  is 
your  view? 

A I'm  a  veteran  and  I  look  to  the  military  and  veterans' 
■  hospital  systems  to  take  care  of  my  family  and  me. 
My  son  is  a  veteran.  He  has  serious  service-connected 
injuries,  so  I'm  counting  on  that  same  system  taking  care 
of  him  as  well.  I  think  we  have  to  make  sure  we  invest  in 
it  properly  so  all  veterans  get  the  care  they  are  entitled  to, 
but  at  the  same  time  we  have  to  recognize  the  changes 
taking  place  in  modern  medicine  with  respect  to  outpa- 
tient care  and  different  ways  of  delivering  medical  care. 
It  is  in  our  interests  to  make  sure  that  the  VA  system  is 
efficient  and  in  tune  with  modern  concepts. 

Q.  Since  you  retired  in  1993,  there  has  been  a  grow- 
ing debate  in  this  country  about  America's  declining 
defense  structure;  that  we've  cut  the  defense  budget 
too  much,  and  our  military  resources  have  been 
stretched  too  thin.  What  do  you  think? 

A After  the  Cold  War  we  thought  we  should  come 
■  down  to  about  1.6  from  2.1  million  personnel.  Since 
then,  the  force  has  treaded  down  to  under  1 .4  million. 
The  Cold  War  is  over,  but  a  lot  of  other  things  have  come 
along.  None  of  them  rise  to  that  level,  but  individually 
they  add  up  to  a  lot  of  requirements,  so  you  have  a  lot  of 


1937:  Born  in  Harlem,  N.Y., 
to  Jamaican  immigrants. 
1958:  Received  bachelor's 
degree  in  geology  trom  New 
York  City  College;  received 
Army  Commission,  assigned 
to  Ft.  Benning,  Ga. 
1962:  Married  Aima  Vivian 
Johnson,  a  high  school  prin- 
cipal's daughter  from  Birm- 
ingham, Ala. 

1962:  Sent  to  South  Vietnam 
as  military  advisor. 
1968:  Awarded  the  Purple 
Heart  for  combat  injuries  in  Vietnam. 
1971:  Received  master's  degree  in  business  adminis- 
tration from  George  Washington  University. 
1972:  Honored  with  White  House  Fellowship. 
1977:  Named  Senior  Military  Assistant  to  the  Secretary 
of  Defense  by  President  Carter. 
1987:  Appointed  National  Security  Advisor  by  President 


W  '  '''  : 


Powell  addresses  Legionnaires  at 
trie  1990  national  convention  in 


1989:  Named  chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  by 
President  Bush  —  the  first  African-American  to  hold  the 
position. 

1991:  Credited  as  key  architect  of  Operation  Desert 
Storm  after  Iraqi  defeat  —  awarded  Presidential  Medal 
of  Honor  by  President  Bush. 
1993:  Retired  from  Army. 

1997:  Founded  America's  Promise,  a  non-profit  organi- 
zation aimed  at  helping  America's  youth  succeed  in  life. 


young  people  in  constant  turnaround  from  one  deploy- 
ment to  another.  As  a  result  it  is  starting  to  affect  readi- 
ness, because  all  of  that  eats  up  resources.  I  think  our 
next  president,  the  next  administration  and  Congress  will 
have  their  work  cut  for  them  to  make  an  assessment  of 
what  is  really  needed. 

Q.  You  have  heard  the  stories  during  the  war  in 
Kosovo  where  our  military  was  running  out  of  repair 
parts,  and  even  cruise  missiles.  They  were  cannibaliz- 
ing spare  parts  off  some  planes  to  keep  others  running. 

A There  is  always  some  of  that  when  you  surge  for 
■  something.  The  situation  is  not  critical,  but  it  needs 
attention  soon  so  it  never  becomes  critical.  The  reason  it 
isn't  critical  is  because  there  is  no  challenge  out  there  that 
we  can't  really  deal  with  right  now.  There's  nobody  who 
meets  our  level  of  efficiency  or  our  level  of  strength  right 
now.  But  we  don't  want  to  give  that  up.  We've  given  up 
that  position  before  in  the  past  and  regretted  it  after 
World  War  I,  World  War  II,  Korea  and  Vietnam.  We 
don't  want  to  make  that  mistake  again. 

0.  You  recently  signed  a  letter  to  the  movie  industry, 
raising  concerns  about  the  growing  levels  of  violence 
and  sex  in  movies  and  the  impact  on  kids.  What  led 
you  to  sign  it,  and  how  would  you  rate  the  moral  health 
of  today's  youth  compared  to  previous  generations? 

A What  motivated  me  was  that  character  development  of 
■  our  young  people  can  be  undercut  if  they  come  home 
and  are  inundated  with  images  of  extreme  violence  and 
explicit  sexual  activity  long  before  they  are  old  enough  to 
understand  it  fully  and  long  before  they  should  be  exposed 
to  it  by  a  common  sense  standard.  That  letter  calls  for 
voluntary  constraints.  It  asks  the  industry  to  take  a  look  at 
the  system  you  used  to  have  where  you  had  voluntary 
standards  and  see  if  you  shouldn't  go  back  to  some 
voluntary  standards  and  not  use  the  First  Amendment  as  an 
excuse  for  inundating  us  with  the  least  angels  of  our  nature 
for  the  purposes  of  making  a  buck.  It's  not  artistic. 

Q.  Can  you  give  our  readers  an  overview  of  what 
America's  Promise  has  achieved  since  you  launched  it 
two  years  ago? 

Alt's  an  effort  to  mobilize  the  nation  at  all  levels  to 
■  get  into  the  lives  of  our  children.  We're  doing  this  by 
expanding  mentoring  programs,  building  safe  places  for 
children  to  spend  afternoons,  Boys  and  Girls  Clubs  and 
things  like  that,  and  making  sure  they  acquire  marketable 
skills  needed  for  a  demanding  economy.  And  finally, 
something  I  think  will  appeal  to  Legion  readers;  it  is 
encouraging  them  to  find  ways  to  serve  the  nation  and 
their  community  through  several  service  programs  such 
as  Boy  Scouts,  Junior  Achievement  or  4-H  Clubs. 

The  American  Legion  and  the  other  service  organiza- 
tions are  ideally  suited  to  be  a  part  of  America's  Promise 
because  they  have  locations  across  the  country,  and  they 
have  people  who  understand  the  value  of  service.  They 
have  people  who  have  been  in  uniform  and  know  what 
discipline  and  structure  are  all  about;  people  who  have  been 
drill  sergeants  and  people  who  can  serve  as  role  models  in 
schools,  clubs  and  other  places  where  children  are.  □ 

Article  design:  Elaine  Benken 
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Russian  Y2K  Threat 

Y2K  IS  ALMOST  HERE,  but  are 
we  really  prepared?  Former  CNN 
science  editor  Kevin  Sanders, 
concerned  about  a  nuclear  accident, 
has  advised  that  nuclear  power  plants 
be  shut  down  and  nuclear  weapons  be 
taken  off  full  alert. 

Here,  Sanders  says  we  should  have 
some  warning  about  approaching 
chaos.  He  explains,  "As  the  Y2K 
shadow  moves  across  the  world,  from 
east  to  west,  beginning  at  the  interna- 
tional date  line  -  first  New  Zealand 
then  Australia  -  we  should  have  about 
17  hours  warning  of  what  to  expect." 

Sanders,  now  with  the  War  & 
Peace  Foundation  in  New  York,  says 
these  are  the  first  Western  computer- 
dependent  countries  "to  fall  under  the 
shadow  of  the  millennium  as  it  moves 
across.  If  the  lights  and  communica- 
tions in  New  Zealand  go  down,  and 
two  hours  later  in  Australia,  that  will 
be  the  sign  that  it's  going  to  be  pretty 
disruptive  everywhere." 

In  such  a  situation,  he  says,  it's  vir- 
tually impossible  to  predict  the  chaos 
or  confusion  that  could  follow.  A 
power  grid  failure  could  result  in  the 
accidental  release  of  nuclear  materials, 
he  says,  and  if  the  commanders  of 
Russian  nuclear  weapons  on  a  hair 
trigger  alert  get  false  information  or 
are  deprived  of  information,  they 
could  assume  they  are  under  attack 
and  launch  a  nuclear  strike. 

In  response,  the  Nuclear  Energy 
Institute  says  American  power  plants 
are  "well  positioned"  to  continue  to 
generate  electricity  "safely  and  reli- 
ably." As  for  the  weapons,  Sens. 
Christopher  Dodd,  D-Conn.,  and 
Robert  Bennett,  R-Utah,  members  of 
the  Senate  Y2K  committee,  were 
strongly  pushing  for  a  joint  nuclear 
early  warning  center  between  Russia 
and  the  United  States. 

The  Bucks  Step  Here 

IF  NUCLEAR  ACCIDENTS  are 
avoided,  look  for  the  United  States 
in  particular  to  come  out  of 
Y2K  looking  pretty  good.  "Where  the 
financial  markets  are  concerned,  we 
are  already  benefiting  from  money 
coming  into  this  country  looking  for  a 
parking  place  during  the  millennium 
changeover,"  says  Chris  Temple, 


editor  of  the  "National  Investor" 
financial  newsletter.  "When  we  get 
into  early  next  year  and  see  the  world 
markets  are  functional  here  and 
elsewhere,  some  of  that  money  may 
leave." 

Temple  says  Y2K  probably  will  not 
be  one  big  event  but  "a  series  of 
events"  producing  "breakdowns  in 
some  sectors  of  the  world  economy 
that  could  cause  a  recession." 

Ultimately,  he  predicts,  some  of  the 
money  invested  here  will  go  to  Europe 
and  Japan.  But  this  won't  happen  until 
international  investors  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  U.S.  economic 
boom  and  stock  market  rise  have  run 
their  course.  America,  he  says,  will 
continue  to  be  a  safe  haven  for  many 
months  to  come. 


Minnesota  Gov.  Jesse  Ventura  celebrates  at  his 
inaugural  ball  in  January. 


Presidential  Candidate? 

U.S.  TAXPAYERS  Party  founder 
Howard  Phillips  says  his 
third  party  hopes  to  be  on 
all  50  state  ballots.  Phillips,  the 
Taxpayers  Party  presidential 
candidate  in  1996,  was  on  the 
ballot  in  39  states.  As  for  the  Reform 
Party,  he  says,  "Jesse  Ventura  controls 
that  party.  He  has  a  majority  on  its 
national  committee  and  his  candidate 
for  chairman,  Jack  Gargan,  defeated 
Ross  Perot's  candidate.  Ventura 
clearly  is  interested  in  running  for  the 
presidency,  if  not  in  the  year  2000, 
then  the  year  2004." 

One  key  difference  is  that  the 


Reform  Party  gets  federal  election 
money  and  the  Taxpayers  Party  nei- 
ther seeks  nor  accepts  it. 

Blending  New  Fruit 

CRITICS  CALL  THEM  Franken- 
stein foods.  And  Gerber,  the 
largest  maker  of  baby  food,  says  it 
won't  permit  genetically  modified 
ingredients  in  its  products.  But  Dr. 
Henry  Miller  of  the  Hoover  Institution 
says  Gerber  was  intimidated  by 
activists  from  the  environmental  group 
Greenpeace.  Miller,  who  worked  for 
the  Food  and  Drug  Administration, 
says  scientific  development  of  new 
foods  and  food  products  promises 
more  and  better  food  for  everyone. 

Currently,  genetically  altered 
foods  are  already  part  of  our  diets.  He 
cites  seedless  grapes,  the  mutant 
peach  -  also  known  as  the  nectarine  - 
and  the  tangelo  and  disease-  and  pest- 
resistant  tomatoes.  Another  advan- 
tage, he  says,  is  growing  such  foods 
will  diminish  the  need  for  farmers  to 
use  agricultural  chemicals  which 
wash  off  into  waterways. 

Miller  says  going  "organic,"  as 
Gerber  has  promised,  means  the  baby 
food  will  have  "potentially  higher  lev- 
els of  fungal  toxin,  bacterial  contami- 
nation and  insect  parts."  He  adds,  "If 
Gerber  thinks  that's  what  mothers 
want  and  expect  in  their  baby  food, 
they  have  a  shock  coming." 

Bictatnr  Castigated 

THEY'VE  GONE  AFTER  Augusto 
Pinochet  of  Chile  and  Slobodan 
Milosevic.  Why  doesn't  the 
"international  community"  go  after 
Cuban  dictator  Fidel  Castro?  At  the 
very  least,  says  international  lawyer 
George  Fowler,  the  United  States 
should  indict  Castro  for  his  role  in  the 
Cuban  MiG  shootdown  of  two  civilian 
planes  flying  in  international  air  space 
in  1996,  killing  all  four  persons.  Three 
of  them  were  Americans. 

Rep.  Bill  McCollum,  R-Fla.,  chair- 
man of  the  House  Subcommittee  on 
Crime,  agrees.  He  says  the  families  of 
the  victims  should  be  able  to  collect 
financial  damages  from  frozen  Cuban 
assets  in  the  United  States.  Calling  the 
shootdown  "murder,"  a  federal  judge 
has  awarded  them  $187  million. 

-  Cliff  Kincaid 
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Legion  members  mourn  tragic  loss  of  Legislative 


CHARLES  PESSO,  National  Legislative 
Chairman,  passed  away  unexpectedly 
Aug.  31.  Pesso  had  been  chairman  since 
1989  -  and  with  the  Commission  since 
1 962  -  and  held  many  other  Department 
and  National  positions.  Any  layman 
could  pick  up  his  resume  and  know  Pesso 
was  dedicated  to  the  Legion. 

Pesso  served  as  New  York's  Internal 
Affairs  Chairman,  Department  Vice 
Commander,  National  Distinguished 
Guests  Committee  member,  Department 
Citizens  Flag  Alliance  Chairman,  Nation- 
al Legislative  Commission  member,  Na- 
tional Legislative  Council  member,  Na- 
tional Legislative  Council  Vice  Chair- 
man, and  a  member  of  the  National 
Veterans  Planning  and  Coordinating 
Group.  "He's  been  involved  in  nearly 
every  piece  of  legislation  we've  passed  in 
the  last  30  years,"  says  Steve  Robertson, 
director  of  the  National  Legislative  Com- 
mission. "He  played  an  integral  role  in 
changing  the  membership  charter  to  ex- 


tend the  eligibility  periods  and  in  having 
VA  added  as  a  cabinet  post." 

For  those  who  never  met  Pesso  in  per- 


Charles  Pesso 


son,  photographs  published  in  The  Amer- 
ican Legion  Magazine  and  this  year's 
Convention  guide  have  effectively  cap- 
tured his  persona.  Photos  of  him  shep- 
herding legislation  during  congressional 
hearings  pictured  an  astute,  dogged  lob- 
byist. Yet  on  the  pages  of  the  Convention 
guide,  his  portrait  reflects  his  genuine 
concern  for  humanity. 

Pesso  served  in  the  Army,  stormed 
through  the  surf  of  Normandy  and  sur- 
vived the  Battle  of  the  Bulge.  In  1994,  Pes- 
so was  invited  by  France  to  attend  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  invasion  and  participate 
in  the  ceremonies.  Such  invitations  were 
common  for  the  respected  Legionnaire. 
President  Clinton  made  it  a  practice  to  ex- 
tend such  invitations  to  Pesso  on  a  regular 
basis.  "Since  Clinton  has  been  in  office," 
notes  Robertson,  "Charlie  has  attended 
nearly  every  memorial  service." 

Fame  and  notoriety,  however,  did  not 
put  Pesso  out  of  reach  with  Legionnaires 
at  the  Post  level.  "He  was  one  of  his  gen- 


Legionnaires  offered  new  "iBelong"  Internet 


IT'S  HARD  to  turn  on  the  radio  or  tele- 
vision these  days  without  hearing  about 
"dot  com"  this  or  "backslash"  that. 
Legionnaires  who  have  yet  to  cash  in 
on  the  cyber-revolution  can  soon  jump 
in  with  a  little  help  from  National 
Headquarters.  Beginning  at  the  nation- 
al convention  in  Anaheim,  the  Legion 
will  offer  Internet  service  called  iBe- 
long, as  well  as  an  opportunity  to  invest 
in  a  Gateway  computer. 

"iBelong  will  market  through  direct 
mail  and  our  publications,  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  Magazine  and  Dispatch.  In 
addition  the  company  had  a  booth  at 
the  convention,"  said  Dan  Brannon, 
Legion  manager  of  Internet  Opera- 
tions. "They  provided  individual  mem- 
ber accounts,  which  included  e-mail 
and  three  megabytes  of  space  for  per- 
sonal World  Wide  Web  pages.  They 
offered  an  avenue  to  purchase  Gateway 
computers  and  the  Market  Place  - 
where  you  can  purchase  special-offer 
items  over  the  Internet." 

The  service  will  cost  $17.95  per 
month  with  150  hours  worth  of  Internet 


time.  According  to  Brannon,  installa- 
tion is  as  easy  as  putting  the  iBelong- 
supplied  disks  into  one's  computer, 
following  the  instructions  that  appear 
on  screen,  dialing  a  toll-free  number 
and  voila  -  you'll  be  surfing  the  Net  in 
no  time. 

Once  installed,  members  who  log  on 
to  the  Internet  will  be  taken  to  a  start  or 
"portal"  tailored  for  The  American  Le- 
gion (www.legion.ibelong.com).  The 
portal  features  local  weather  forecasts, 
sports,  lottery  results,  local  movie  list- 
ings and  reviews,  a  search  feature  al- 
lowing members  to  find  information 
throughout  the  entire  World  Wide  Web 
and  even  up-to-the-minute  stock  quotes 
-  all  accessed  with  the  click  of  a  mouse 
button.  Additionally,  members  can  cus- 
tomize the  look  and  feel  of  the  portal  to 
suit  their  own  particular  interests. 

"We're  the  only  company  working 
with  organizations,  many  nonprofit, 
like  The  American  Legion,"  said 
Robert  Viney,  iBelong  director  of  Mar- 
keting. "What  we're  doing  will  allow 
members  to  communicate  with  one  an- 


other more  often  in  a  trusted  environ- 
ment. Parents  can  keep  in  touch  with 
children  at  college,  scanned  pho- 
tographs of  those  children  can  be  sent 
to  friends  and  relatives,  and  overall,  a 
more  efficient  and  reliable  communica- 
tions system  will  keep  members  in 
touch  with  others  no  matter  what  their 
locations." 

Viney  said  that  while  not  all  Depart- 
ments have  their  own  Web  sites,  those 
that  don't  can  utilize  the  e-mail  feature 
to  stay  connected  with  members.  From 
the  portal,  members  interested  in  get- 
ting their  Posts  on  the  World  Wide 
Web  can  browse  through  the  Frequent- 
ly Asked  Questions  area  for  tips  and 
pointers  on  creating  their  own  personal 
Web  pages.  iBelong  also  offers  round- 
the-clock  customer  service  for  solu- 
tions to  problems  not  found  within  the 
portal  areas. 

According  to  Brannon,  the  Action 
Center  area,  accessed  from  the  portal, 
is  a  good  one-stop  source  for  current 
Legion  news,  events  and  issues.  It  al- 
lows members  to  "make  a  difference" 
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Chairman  Pesso 


eration's  heroes,"  says  Past  National 
Commander  Butch  Miller.  "But  his  hu- 
mility kept  his  heroism  in  the  back- 
ground." 

Pesso  had  the  reputation  as  the  man 
who  knows  Washington.  If  veterans 
needed  information  on  burial  rights,  re- 
ceiving benefits  or  simply  who  to  contact 
in  the  VA,  Pesso  would  give  them  the  an- 
swer. 

A  testimonial  for  such  dedication 
came  at  his  funeral.  More  than  300  fel- 
low Legionnaires  were  able  to  attend. 
That  figure  is  more  impressive  consider- 
ing the  memorial  occurred  with  so  many 
Legionnaires  and  close  friends  who  were 
in  Anaheim,  Calif.,  to  attend  the  National 
Convention. 

Pesso 's  family  has  requested  that,  as  an 
alternative  to  sending  flowers,  contribu- 
tions be  made  in  his  honor  to  the  National 
Emergency  Fund  or  American  Legion 
Baseball  Scholarship  Fund. 

-Layne  Cameron 


service  provider 


by  entering  their  own  opinions  and  sug- 
gestions on  topics  such  as  the  latest  de- 
velopments in  congressional  funding 
for  the  VA  or  the  upcoming  vote  in  the 
Senate  on  the  flag-protection  issue. 

"National  Headquarters  will  have 
about  one-third  of  the  portal  to  show- 
case Legion  activities  and  provide 
members  with  news  and  links  to  current 
issues,"  Brannon  added. 

The  Market  Place  section  gives  a 
double  incentive  for  Legionnaires  to 
purchase  goods  online.  First,  there  is  a 
great  selection  of  "stores"  to  choose 
from.  Second,  once  signed  up  with  iBe- 
long's  Internet  service,  each  account  is 
credited  with  $25  to  spend  on  the  same 
kind  and  variety  of  goods  and  services 
found  in  these  stores,  and  for  special  of- 
fers. In  the  near  future,  Emblem  Sales 
will  have  its  own  catalog  online.  This 
should  mean  an  even  more  efficient 
way  for  members  and  Posts  to  purchase 
items  needed  for  Legion  activities. 

The  iBelong  portal  can  be  found  on 
the  Legion's  Web  site  www.legion.org. 

-  Steve  Brown 


Soldier  brings  new  face  to  Legion 


IT'S  HARD  not  to  notice  Ruth 
Berganza.  The  face  of  the  19-year- 
old  stood  out  among  the  sea  of  more 
mature  faces  that  filled  the  Anaheim 
Convention  Center  during  the  8 1  st 
National  American  Legion  Conven- 
tion. But  according  to  the 
young  Army  Reserve  sol- 
dier, it  doesn't  have  to  be 
that  way. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  she 
credits  her  membership  in 
the  veterans'  group  to  a 
couple  of  individuals  who 
just  bothered  to  ask  her  to 
join.  And  since  that  day  al- 
most two  years  ago,  the 
member  of  Los  Angeles 
Post  8  has  been  asking 
others  to  sign  up  -  includ- 
ing 47  of  her  fellow  349th 
General  Hospital  service- 
members  she  recruited  in 
one  day. 

Berganza,  who  was 
elected  by  her  Post  as 
Third  Vice  Commander 
for  Women,  may  hold  the 
title  of  youngest  officer  in 
the  Legion.  That  fact 
doesn't  stop  her  from  be- 
ing one  of  the  Post's  best 
examples  of  what  can  be 
accomplished  when  moti- 
vation and  enthusiasm  are 
present. 

"One  of  the  Post  mem- 
bers, Jesse  Morales,  came 
down  to  talk  to  my  Army 
Reserve  unit  commander 
to  tell  him  about  my  participating  in 
The  American  Legion.  It  was  during 
this  meeting  that  I  asked  the  com- 
manding general  to  join,"  she  ex- 
plained. "Before  I  was  finished,  I  had 
gotten  my  colonel,  sergeant  major 
and  first  sergeant  to  sign  up  as  well. 
Every  member  of  my  section  became 
a  member." 

The  Los  Angeles  native  cited  col- 
lege benefits  as  the  primary  reason 
for  her  enlistment  in  the  military  at 
the  age  of  17,  but  she  claims  she's 
reaping  more  than  just  the  money  that 
has  paid  for  her  attending  a  local 
travel  school. 


"I  love  feeling  like  I  belong  to 
something.  I  feel  like  I'm  part  of  a 
team  and  I  take  a  lot  of  pride  in  serv- 
ing my  country.  My  mother  is  even 
more  proud!" 

She  has  found  the  same  satisfac- 


Ruth  Berganza 


tion  as  a  Legionnaire.  One  of  her  fa- 
vorite Legion  activities  is  going  to 
the  veterans  home  in  Barstow,  Calif., 
where  she  enjoys  visiting  with  the 
residents. 

Berganza  hopes  others  her  age 
will  find  out  that  becoming  a  member 
of  The  American  Legion  is  more  than 
"discounts  on  rental  cars  and  hotel 
rooms." 

"A  lot  of  people  don't  know  what 
the  Legion  is  all  about,"  she  said. 
"But  we  have  to  get  the  word  out. 
The  Legion  will  not  last  forever  un- 
less people  like  me  get  involved." 

-  Kathy  F arris 
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*  *     The  Veterans'  Connection 


VETS®  is  a  private  veterans  program  that  provides  The  American  Legion 
with  information  about  reunions,  helps  veterans  locate  old  buddies  and  offers 
other  special  benefits  and  services  to  veterans  and  their  families. 

REUNION  INFORMATION 

This  month  we  have  listed  many  groups  that  are  planning  reunions.  Infor- 
mation is  provided  free  to  Legion  members  and  other  veterans  who  write  VETS 
and  enclose  the  5-digit  VETS  number  of  each  reunion.  VETS  maintains  reunion 
and  contact  information  for  more  than  12,000  outfits.  Reunion  information  is 
also  available  at  no  charge  on  the  Internet  at  www.vets.org.  Many  libraries  and 
schools  will  provide  Internet  access  free  for  veterans  with  no  Internet  access  or 
computer  skills.  We  regret  that  due  to  call  volume  we  cannot  accept  phone 
requests  for  reunion  information.  See  "How  to  Use  VETS  Services"  below. 

OUTFIT  ENROLLMENT  IS  FREE  ~ 

Coordinators  may  list  reunion  information  with  VETS  at  no  charge.  Infor- 
mation may  be  submitted  electronically  via  the  VETS  website  or  on  official 
forms  by  writing  VETS®.  Individuals  planning  new  reunions  or  offering  them- 
selves as  points  of  contact  for  possible  new  reunions  may  also  register  at  no 
charge. 

THE  NATIONAL  VETS®  ARCHIVES 

The  National  VETS  Archives  is  a  free  historical  registry  for  veterans  who 
want  to  be  listed  on  the  VETS  roster  for  each  outfit  in  which  they  served.  Regis- 
tration is  free  but  to  ensure  accuracy,  must  be  on  official  archive  forms.  Registra- 
tion may  be  done  electronically  at  the  VETS  Internet  home  page.  VETS  uses  the 
archives  to  develop  historical  rosters  and  reunion  contact  information.  Deceased 
veterans  may  be  enrolled  posthumously  by  a  family  member. 

FINDERS/SEEKERS® 

Each  year  for  nearly  a  decade,  VETS  has  helped  thousands  of  veterans  get  in 


touch  with  their  outfits  and  buddies.  Ann  Landers  and  Dear  Abby  have  shared  our 
success  with  millions  of  their  readers  and  now  due  to  technology  and  demand, 
Finders/Seekers  has  moved  to  the  Internet.  A  searchable  list  of  our  active  files  is 
available  on  the  VETS  home  page.  We  encourage  all  veterans  to  check  this  reg- 
istry to  see  if  someone  is  trying  to  find  them.  Individuals  who  order  Finder/Seek- 
ers will  have  their  requests  listed  and  also  receive  our  free  tips  on  how  to  locate 
missing  veterans.  Cost  is  a  non-refundable  $15.  Please  do  not  send  cash.  We 
accept  checks,  money  orders  and  MasterCard,  Visa  and  Discover  cards. 

VETS®  BENEFITS 

Veterans  who  enroll  in  the  National  VETS  Archives  are  eligible  for  a  variety 
of  products  and  services  offered  by  VETS.  Veterans  who  qualify  automatically 
receive  notices  about  their  outfit  reunions,  free  or  discounted  Finders/Seekers 
services  and  other  VETS  consumer  benefits.  In  most  cases,  VETS  benefits  can 
be  extended  to  other  family  members  and  the  survivors  of  deceased  veterans. 
Details  are  available  on  the  VETS  website  or  by  writing  VETS. 

HOW  TO  USE  VETS®  SERVICES 

To  promote  better  accuracy  and  faster  response,  and  except  for  reunion 
information  requests,  official  VETS  forms  should  be  used  to  submit  information 
or  request  other  services.  Forms  are  available  free  on  the  VETS  website  at 
www.vets.org  or  they  may  be  obtained  by  writing  VETS  at  P.O.  Box  901, 
Columbia,  MO  65205-0901  and  enclosing  a  self-addressed,  stamped  #10  (long) 
reply  envelope.  VETS  normally  responds  to  all  written  requests  the  next  busi- 
ness day.  To  keep  costs  low  and  still  handle  thousands  of  requests  each  week, 
VETS  does  not  accept  phone  calls  for  reunion  information.  In  an  emergency, 
messages  about  other  services  may  be  left  on  the  VETS  voice  mail  system  24 
hours  a  day  at  (573)  474-4444.  You  can  also  reach  VETS  via  e-mail  at 
admin@vets.org. 

VETS®  and  FINDERS/SEEKERS®  are  registered  trademarks  of  Vets  Data 
Corporation. 


ARMY  AIR  FORCE 


5th  AF,  679/703/1 022/1 536/1 537/1 539th  Ord 
Cos  (SW  Pac,  WWII)  #10274;  15th  AF,  50th  Air 
Serv  Sq  (WWII)  #221 85;  1 9th  Air  Depot  Grp, 
Hq/Sup/Rpr  Sqs  #16749;  35th  Ftr  Grp,  39th  Ftr 
Sq  #16828;  54th  TC  Wing,  Hq  &  All  Related 
Grps/Sqs  #1 0862;  61  st  Troop  Carrier  Sqdn 
#19081;  435th  TC  Grp,  76/77/78th  TC  Sqs 
(WWII)  #16959;  468th  Bomb  Grp  (VH) 
#20631;  780th  Bomb  Sq.(H)  (WWII)  #12622; 
1 91 5th  QM  Truck  Co  (Avn)  #22871 ;  1 51 84  TC 
Grp,  39th  TC  Sq  (WWII,  SW  PAC/Cold  War  Eur) 
#15184 


AIR  FORCE 


6th  Ferry  Comm  (Long  Beach  AB,  Civ/Mil  Pers, 
WWII)  #21085;  10th  Air  Div,  66th  FIS  (AK) 
#28376;  13th  AA/AF,  23rd  Bomb  Sq(H) 
#19035;  15th  AF,  154th  Tac  Weather  Recon 
Sq  (Bah,  Italy)  #23248;  25th  NORAD/Air 
Division  50th  Anniversary  (1948  -  1998) 
#23968;  35th  Ftr.  Ctrl.  Grp.  #28407;  41st 
RSIW691 3th/701 1th  Pers  Proc  Sqs  (Ger  51  -57) 
#21419;  48th  TAC  Hospital  (RAF  Lakenheath, 
66-70)  #19974 

54th  WRS  (Anderson  AFB/Guam  67-71) 
#11384;  306th  Bomb  Wing  (McCoy)  #19969; 
397th  Bomb  Grp  Assn  #21528;  506th  Ftr  Wing 
#24012;  735th  AC&W  Sq  (Fr  Morocco  52-60) 
#1 1 432;  1 094th  USAF  Spec.  Report.  Sq. 
(Korea)  #19051;  3081th  Avn.  Depot  Sq. 
(Rushmore  AFS)  #14020;  3360th  Inst  Grp, 
Minuteman  Pers  (Chanute  AFB  61-65)  #21571; 
7167th  Spec  Air  Missions  Sq  (Incl  Assoc 
Persnl)  #19431;  7485th  Food  Serv.  Sq.  (Erding 
AB,  Ger.  '51/54)  #13260;  Air  Forces  Escape  & 
Evasion  Society  #15143;  E0D  Masterblasters 
Inc  #19889;  Pilot  Class  49-C  #22677; 
Tachikawa  Baseball  Team  #10603 


ARMY 


1  st  Inf  Div,  1  st  Sig  Co  Assn  #1 501 6;  2nd  Inf 
Div,  82nd  AAA  AW  Bn(SP),  (49-Now)  #13993; 
2nd  Sig.  Corps  (Radio,  '53/54)  #16000;  3rd 


Army,  664th  Topo  Engrs  Co  (ET0,  WWII) 
#10217;  3rd  Sq.,  107th  Arm'd  Cav.,  3640th 
MAM  Co.  #15862;  4th  Arm'd  Div.  Arty.,  126th 
Ord.  MM  Co.  (WWII)  #15882;  5th  Arm'd  Div 
(Midwest  Chapt)  #15791;  5th  Sta  Hospital 
#21671;  6th  Arty,  8th  Bn,  C  Btry  (65/66) 
#15283 

6th  Inf  Div,  6th  Sig  Co  #15880;  7th  Engr(C)  Bn 
(All  Yrs)  #18718;  9th  Arm'd  Div.,  9th  Arm'd 
Engr.  Bn.  #15548;  13th  Arm'd  Div,  24th  Tank 
Bn  (WWII)  #15246;  26th  FA  Bn  (Korea  50-58) 
#16653;  32nd  Inf  Div,  32nd  MP  Pltn  (S  Pac, 
42-45)  #16026;  34th  Engr(C)  Bn 
(Okinawa/Korea,  45-47)  #15571;  35th  Inf  Div, 
137th  Rgt  #19347;  37th  Inf.  Div.,  129th  Rgt,  I 
Co.  #21655;  38th  Inf.  Div.,  152nd  Rgt.,  2nd 
Bn.,  Hq  Co.  #16640 

43rd  Inf  Div,  169th  Rgt,  H  Co  (50-52)  #12120; 
44th  Engr  Bn  Assn  (WWII)  #16518;  52nd  MP 
Co  #1 9841 ;  61  st  Sig.  Bn.  (WWII)  #1 5579; 
74th  FA  Bn  (WWII)  #20648;  85th  Inf.  Div.,  85th 
Sig.  Co.  #22634;  88th  INF  DIV  (Western 
Chapter)  #23935;  96th  AAA  Bn  1  HQ  Battery 
Fort  Richardson  AK  #23955;  97th  Inf  Div, 
303rd  Rgt,  M  Co  (WWII)  #15639  ;  97th  Inf  Div, 
386th  Rgt,  L  Co  #16074;  100th  Inf  Div,  375th 
FA  Bn  #15646;  107th  Cav  Band/1 22nd  AGF 
Band  (WWII)  #18850 

147th  Engr(C)  Bn  #10423;  188th  Ord,  HM 
Tank,  Hq/Med  Bn  #14292;  226th  Ord.  Base 
Grp.,  Hq  &  Hq  Co.  (WWII)  #13375;  251st 
Station  Hospital  #15425;  291st  MP  Co  (61-63) 
#22512;  336th  Amphib  Engr(C)  Bn  (ET0, 
WWII)  #15721;  339th  RCT,  "Polar  Bear  Assn" 
(All  Units,  WWII)  #15251;  377th  Harbor  Craft 
Co  #10926;  423rd  Med  Collect  Corps  (ETO 
WWII)  #21059;  436th  Ord  MVA  Co  #23290; 
457th  Engr  Depot  Co  (WWII)  #20633;  465th  FA 
Arty  Bn  (Korea)  #23494;  473rd  Inf  Rgt,  K 
CO/505TH  CAAA,  Btry  F  (WWII)  #16146;  488th 
AAA  Bn  #1 1 146;  505th  MP  Bn,  A/B/C  Units 
(WWII)  #16417;  517th  Para  RCT  Assn 
#1 61 64;  534th  AAA  Bn,  A  Btry  #1 0970;  550th 
Signal  Base  Depot  Co  #15351 


557th  MP  Guard  Co  (49-50)  #15274;  687th  FA 
Bn  #16298;  738th  (M)  Tank  Bn(SP)  (WWII) 
#15240;  792nd  MP  Bn,  276th  MP  Co  (N 
Africa/CBI)  #18721;  829th  FA  Bn  #15367; 
854th  Engr  Avn  Bn  "Spearheaders"  (WWII) 
#16563;  888th  Sig.  Co.  Dep.  Avn.  (New 
Guinea-Manila,  WWII)  #15877;  961st  Engr. 
Maint.  Co.  #16190;  1010  EngrTreadway 
Bridge  Co  #21868;  1620th  MP  Unit  (Camp 
McCoy)  #13442 

3102nd  Sig.  Serv.  Bn.  (China  WWII)  #22568; 
3792nd  QM  Truck  Co  #2091 1 ;  705/85th;  AAA 
Gun  Bn,  C  Btry  (Okinawa,  '50/54)  #21333; 
ASA:  328th  Community  Recon  Co  (52-55) 
#16706;  ASA:  3rd/8th  RRU  (VN)  #14092; 
ASA:  Hq,  ASAPAC  (Tokyo,  46-52)  #12046; 
0CS  Alumni  Assn,  Inc  #15831;  Ord  Overseas 
Maint  &  Modification  Det  (Kangaroo)  #14724; 
Spec  Ops  Assn  #10673;  WAC  149th  Hq  Co 
#19361 


COAST  GUARD 


IX-50,  AO-45,  WSC-1 38/1 39/1 40/1 53 
(Greenland  Ptl  40-45)  #23141;  USCG  Vets 
Reunion  (All  Eras)  #11444;  USS  Hunter  Liggett 
AP-27/APA-14  (WWII)  #12796 


MARINES 


1st  Mar  Div,  7th  Rgt,  1st  Bn  (Korea,  50/51) 
#21247;  5th  Amphib  Corps,  MP  Co,  H&S  Bn 
#17187;  Keystone  Mariners  (PA,  AMMV) 
#14945;  Women  Marines  Assn  #21046 


NAVY 


CBMU-1/MAG-33  (Incl  Mar)  #19189;  CBMU- 
546  (WWII)  #28375;  ComSer  Div.  101 
#17382;  Fleet  Air  Wing  7  (Dunkeswell,  Eng, 
WWII)  #13437;  LST-516  (WWII)  #23207; 
LST-669  (WWII)  #18400;  LST-781  (WWII) 
#18217;  LST-867  #17798;  NAS  Barbers  Point 
(Oahu  HI)  #14363;  S.A.H.  7  #18413;  Ship's 
Co,  Camp  Elliot  (San  Diego,  44-46)  #23260; 
US  Naval  Mine  Warfare  School  (Yorktown  VA, 
1942-1958)  #24046;  USS  Aaron  Ward  DD-483 
#18522 
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There  are  times  when  everyone  would  like  a  little  extra  volume  to  enhance  their  hearing! 


45-Day  Money  Back  Guarantee 
Uses  Model  #312  Battery 
Single  Unit  Only  $179.95 


It's  So  Small... 
It's  Almost  Invisible 

MaxiSound 

In-the-Ear  Hearing  Aids 

Mfg.  at  U.S.A.  Registered  Facility 

uses  sophisticated  micro-miniaturized  circuitry  to 
provide  affordable,  in-the-ear  sound  amplification 


For  the  last  couple  of  years,  I've  con- 
stantly had  to  ask  people  to  repeat  what 
they  just  said  to  me...  I've  turned  up  the 
volume  on  the  TV  so  loud  that  everyone 
in  the  house  complains...  and  my  wife  and 
children  tell  me  that  I'm  speaking  too  loud. 

Naturally,  I've  denied  everything.  I 
didn't  want  to  admit  I  knew  that  I  was 
having  a  slight  hearing  problem.  I  was 
hoping  it  would  go  away,  all  by  itself,  with- 
out doing  anything  about  it!  But,  deep 
down  inside,  I  knew  I  needed  a  little  ex- 
tra help  in  the  hearing  department,  and 
lately,  I  needed  this  extra  help  more  and 
more. 

My  wife  was  so  tired  of  me  asking  her 
to  either  speak  louder  or  repeat  every- 
thing she  said.  We  were  having  argu- 
ments over  my  hearing.  Finally,  she  in- 
sisted that  I  get  some  help. 

The  product  I'm  talking  about  is  called 
MaxiSound.  It's  an  affordable  hearing  aid 
manufactured  in  the  USA  at  an  FDA  reg- 
ister facility. 

MaxiSound  is  so  small  and  compact 
that  it  fits  inside  the  ear  canal  (it's  almost 
invisible).  There  are  no  wires,  no  behind 
the  ear  devices  and  it  doesn't  cost  a  for- 
tune. Not  only  that,  but  its  Class  A  linear 
circuitry  is  designed  to  maximize  your 
natural  ability  to  hear  sounds*.  Maxi- 
Sound can  make  speech  louder  and  its 
phone  use  quality  is  good. 

MaxiSound  worked  so  well  for  me  that 
I  am  now  marketing  them  direct  to  the 
consumer.  And,  I  know  that  they'll  work 
for  you  too!  It's  great  to  be  able  to  hear 
the  TV  clearly  again. 

Let  me  tell  you  a  little  more  about  them. 
They  are  ideal  for  amplification  of  faint 
sounds  like  distant  lectures  or  outdoor 
wildlife.  Each  amplifier  features  an  indi- 
vidual on/off  and  volume  control.  Its  one- 
size-fits-all  is  comfortable  and  comes  with 
9  replaceable  soft  rubber  tips,  six  300 
hour  batteries,  cleaning  tool,  storage 
pouch  and  detailed  instructions.  Maxi- 
Sound is  made  in  the  USA,  and  is  com- 
parable to  other  sound  enhancement  sys- 
tems that  retail  for  up  to  $1000.00. 

MaxiSound  is  completely  guaranteed 
with  both  a  45  day  money  back  (less 
P&H)  return  policy  if  you  are  not  satisfied 
from  Willows  GS  and  a  90  day  manufac- 
turers warranty  against  defects.  An  op- 
tional 6  month  extended  warranty  for 


.  /t 

Max  Output        1 1 1  5dB 

Peak  Gain  36dB 

Avg.  Gain  32dB 

Frequence  600-5900 

'*    )  Harmonic  Distortion: 

"""     500Hz  1% 

at  800Hz  0% 

at  1600Hz  0% 

\      Individual  left  &  right  units 

Amplification. 

ultra-sophisticated, 
micro-miniaturized, 
'          Class  A  linier  circuitry. 
More  output,  higher  gains 
for  distortion  free  sound 
9  Ear  Tips  in  Assorted  Sizes 

COMPARE  FOR  YOURSELF 
SEE  THE  DIFFERENCE  &  SAVE! 


Most 

Crystal 

MAXI 

Brands 

Ear 

SOUND 

Req.  fitting 

Yes 

No 

NO 

Req.  testing 

Yes 

No 

NO 

Battery  life 

160  hr 

320  hr 

300hrs 

Impact  resist 

Average 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Feedback 

Frequent 

Limited 

Limited 

Phone  use 

Yes 

Yes 

Good 

Individual  Left 

&  Right  aids 

Yes 

Yes 

YES 

Distortion:  Hz 

Varies 

3%@800 

0%®800 

Home  Trial 

30  days 

30  days 

45  days 

Retail:  each 

$1000. 

$299.85 

$179.95 

pair 

$2000. 

$599.70 

$339.95 

"After  seeing  your  ad  in  the  newspaper,  I  de- 
cided to  take  a  chance  on  your  product.  Imag- 
ine my  surprise  when  I  first  tried  your  sound 
amplification  product  and  it  worked  great.  The 
amplification  seemed  to  balance  out  the  hear- 
ing between  my  left  and  right  ear.  I  am  com- 
pletely satisifed  with  both  the  sound  quality 
and  amplification  of  your  MaxiSound  prod- 
uct." Dr.  George  T.  Starlings 

"J  paid  $2000.00 Jor  (a  pair  of  hearing  aids) 
they  just  never  did  work  right  so  I  quit  using 
them.  When  I  got  MaxiSound  I  put  them  right 
in  my  ears  and  I  want  you  to  know  they  sure 
work  well  I  wear  them  every  day  to  work. " 

J.  Jackson,  GA 

"The  MaxiSound  I  purchased  from  uou  is  the 
best...  and  the  best  price  I  have  ever  had  I 
have  had  at  least  10  hearing  aids...  Yours  is 
the  best. "  Harold  F.  Beach.  PA 

"You  can  imagine  my  surprise,  and  delight, 
when  I  was  able  to  hear  very  close  to  mrmally 
the  first  day  I  used  my  MaxiSound  units. " 

Leighton  Soule,  NY 

'Your  cmpany  is  one  of  the  more  professional 
that  I  have  run  into  in  recent  years. " 

D.  Lopez,  CA 


breakage  or  repair  is  available  from  Wil- 
lows GS,  Inc. 

More  than  100,000  satisfied  custom- 
ers have  purchased  MaxiSounds  units... 
now  they  speak  at  normal  levels  and  un- 
derstand all  most  every  word  that  is  spo- 
ken in  group  conversations. 
web  site:  www.  HearingSolution.com 
Questions  &  Comments:  203-226-0170 
Monday  to  Friday,  9AM  to  5PM  -  EST 

Individual  experiences  may  vary  depending  on  severity  ol 
hearing  loss.  ©1999.  WGSI 


I  have  been  advised  that  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  (FDA)  has  determined  that  my  best  interests  would  be  served 


tilizing  established  procedures  and  instrumentation  i 


1  medical  evaluatic 


WGS 


WILLOWS  GS,  Dept.  MST-236 
136  John  St,  Southport  CT  06490 
Please  RUSH  the  guaranteed 
MaxiSound  hearing  aids  ordered  below 

□  ONE  MaxiSound  only  $179.95 
Indicate  □  Left  Ear  or  □  Right  Ear 

□  SAVE!  Order  a  Pair  for  $339.95 

□  12  Model  #312  Batteries  -  $10.00 
6  Month  Extended  Warranty  Special 

□  Single  Unit  $1 9.95  □  Pair  $34.95 


Charge  my:  □  VISA  □  MasterCard  □  Discover 
Acct  Exp  I  

Name  


Addresss_ 


Please  add  $12.00  for  shipping,  handling 
order. 


and  insurance  per 
|  □  EXPRESS  MAIL  $20.00  EXTRA 

■  Enclosed  is  check/M.O.  for  $  


City_ 


_Zip_ 


CHARGE  ORDERS  CALL  1-800-770-1155  TOLL  FREE  24  Hours-A-Day 


USS  Albemarle  AV-5  Assn  #18570;  USS 
Converse  DD-509  #17900;  USS  Coral  SeaV-4 
(1964/67)  #13728;  USS  Crouter  DE-11  (WWII) 
#18403;  USS  Density  AM-21 8  #21 621;  USS 
Douglas  H  Fox  DD-779  #21381;  USS  Foote  DD- 
511  Assn  #17700;  USS  Fuller  APA-7  (WWII) 
#17375;  USS  George  W  Ingram  DE-62/APD-43 
#21166;  USS  Halibut  SSN-587  #13238;  USS 
Latimer  APA-1 52  (WWII/Korea)  #19743;  USS 
Lesuth  AK-125  #17358;  USS  Manchester  CL- 
83  (Incl  Mar,  Korea,  46-56)  #17930;  USS 
Robert  A  Owens  DD/DDK/DDE-827  #18137; 
USS  Robert  H  McCard  DD-822  #10720 


USS  Rocky  Mount  AGC-3  (AGC  Flagship 
Alliance,  WWII)  #18380;  USS  Terry  DD-513 
#17316;  USS  Tinsman  DE-589  #17668;  USS 
TreverDD-339  #10726;  USS  Tripoli  CVE-64 
(Korea  52-56)  "Travelling  T"  #22432;  USS 
Tulsa  PG-22  #19389;  USS  Uvalde  AKA-88  (44- 
68)  #18396;  USS  Vallette  DD-448  #19589; 
USS  VALLEY  VORGE,  CVA  45,  VF-92  (1952  & 
1953)  #23966;  VP-40  (Seaplane  Era)  #17597; 
VX-2  Air  Unit  #17364 


LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS 


Philip  E.  Cvach  (1999)  180  Rosedale,  Md. 


Richard  C.  Aul,  F.  L.  Boyer,  James  Caggeso,  John 
A.  Errington,  Manuel  Gomez,  Christine  D.  Little 
(1998)  185  Hilton  Head  Island,  S.C. 
Mildred  Rice  (1998),  Don  Denton  (1998)  17 
Greenville,  Tx. 

Eveo  Landini,  Oscar  Sauer  (1998),  Paul  Devore 
(2000)  168  Knoxville,  Iowa.  


IN  SEARCH  OF 


Anyone  who  served  in  the  456th  Bomb  Group, 
contact  Henry  Brown  III  N.  Polk  St.  Mena,  AR 
71953  (501)  394-4664. 

Anyone  who  served  in  the  1461st  AAF  Base 
Unit  attached  to  the  ATC  from  1944-46, 
contact  Robert  Lock  (937)  456-9062  256 
Eaton  Ave.  Eaton,  OH  45320-1028. 

Anyone  who  served  onboard  the  USS  McNulty 
DE-581  during  WWII,  contact  John  McNulty 
940  4th  Ave.  Brockway,  PA  15824-1340. 

Any  member  of  the  US  Constabulary  who 
served  in  Germany  or  Austria  from  1946-52, 
contact  W.M.  Olive  Jr.  Comdr.  13876  Rose 
Rd.  Willis,  TX  751 19  (972)  875-1001. 

Anyone  who  served  in  the  3rd  Bn.  5th  Mar. 
Reg.  1st  Marine  Div.  from  July  1945  -  Sept. 
1945  or  with  the  Battalion  Intelligence  Office, 
Okinawa  Shima  Oct.  1945  -  March  1946 
contact  Jerome  Steigmann  15422  N.  2nd 
Way  Phoenix,  AZ  85022  (602)  993-1824. 

Anyone  who  served  with  US  Army  CI.  James 
Wright  in  Worms,  Germany  1945-48  contact 
Richard  Guyette  192  Lincoln  Ave.  Rutland, 
VT  05701. 

Anyone  who  served  in  the  1581st  ORD  Supply 
&  Maint.  Co.  during  WWII  in  India  contact 
Wesley  Wallis  Rte.  3  Box  2180  Carnegie,  OK 
73015(580)654-2094. 

Former  members  of  Co.  E  338th  Infantry  85th 
Div.  who  served  in  N.  Africa  and  Italy  contact 
Scott  Street  1446  Whittier  Rd.  Ypsilanti,  Ml. 
48197. 

Anyone  who  served  with  the  2nd  Canadian 
Infantry  Division  during  WWII  contact  David 
Kirkpatrick  2361  Iowa  Dr.  Melbourne,  FL 
32935-2634. 

Anyone  who  served  in  the  97th  Infantry 
Division  contact  Norman  Mathis  2109 
Linden  Ave.  Middletown,  OH  45044  (513) 
422-3900. 

Any  members  of  the  Tank  Destroyer  School 
OCS  Class  54  Camp  Hood  Texas.  Contact 
Russell  Sesto  4710  E.  Wind  Lake  Rd.  Union 
Grove,  Wl  53182-9657  (414)  514-2757. 

Anyone  who  served  with  BMC  Edwin  Joseph 
Hill  aboard  USS  Nevada  at  Pearl  Harbor  12- 
7-41  contact  Paul  McBride  415  Wood  Lane 
Denton,  MD  21629  (410)  479-5278. 

Anyone  who  served  in  the  38th  Field  Hospital 
during  WWII  contact  Francis  G.  Balcom  P.O. 
Box  52  Glenment,  NY  12077-0052. 

Anyone  who  served  on  the  Jack  "C"  in  1945 
in  the  Pacific  Theater  contact  M.F.  Ryan  166 
Dorking  Rd.  Rochester,  NY  14610  (716) 
381-6675. 

Anyone  who  served  in  the  604th  Army 
Engineer  Camouflage  Bn.  in  1944  contact 
Lynne  Lawrence  50  Rockview  Dr.  Irvine,  CA 
92612. 


TAPS 


William  J.  Olmstead,  Dept.  of  New  Hampshire. 
Nat'l  Security  Council  Memb  (1963-64),  Natl 
Rehab  Cmte.  Adv.  Bd.  Memb.  (1964-65,  67- 
68),  Nat'l  Foreign  Relat.  Cncl  Memb  (1965-66), 
Nat'l  Cntr  Subvsv  Activity  Cmte.  Memb.  (1966- 
67),  Nat'l.  Vets.  Pref.  Cmte.  Memb.  (1968-72), 
Dept.  Contst.  Chmn.  (1974-76),  Nat'l.  Amcnsm 


ATTENTION  VETERANS,  VETERANS  GROUPS,  HISTORY  BUFFS,  STUDENTS 
AND  ALL  PATRIOTIC  AMERICANS... 


NEW  ORLEANS  WILL  HOST  AMERICA'S 
FIRST  AND  ONLY  NATIONAL  D-DAY  MUSEUM 


OPENING  JUNE  6.  2000 


he  National  D-Day  Museum  will  unfold  the  story  of  the  single  most  decisive  event  of  the 
20th  century.  June  6, 1944,  the  day  that  the  Allied  forces  of  the  United  States, 
J.  N  England  and  Canada  invaded  the  beaches  of 

SSffilf&S*  Normandy  began  the  end  of  World  War  D. 


«f         ■  The  70,000  square  foot  Museum  will 




,  •  ■  ■ 


ouse  artifacts  from  the  Normandy  invasion 
and  other  Allied  invasions.  Interactive  exhibits  take 
the  visitor  through  the  formation  of  the  war  clouds,  the  mobilization  of 
America,  the  planning  of  the  invasion,  the  enormity  of  the  assault  and  finally  the  Allied  push 
from  the  Normandy  countryside  toward  Berlin.  ■  Featured  are  many  aircraft,  vehicles,  sentry 
boxes,  a  wide  array  of  weapons  used  by  both  sides, 
and  a  replica  of  the  Higgins  Boat  Landing  Craft  credited 
by  General  Eisenhower  as  the  "boat  that  won  the  war" 


The  landing  craft  used  at 


Normandy,  credited  by  Eisenhower 
for  winning  wwii,  were  designed 
and  built  in  new  orleans.  now 
America's  National  D-Day  Museum 
calls  New  Orleans  its  home. 


New  Orleans 
and  experience  the  most 
comprehensive  museum  dedicated  to  all  the 
D-Days  of  World  War  II  and  those  at  home  who 
supported  these  efforts.  ■  For  more  information 
on  this  and  other  New  Orleans  attractions,  call 

1.800.476.1651. 


New  orleanS 


www.neworleanscvb.com 
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Cncl.  V.Chmn.  (1979-81),  Nat'l.  Del  Civil  Prep. 

Cmte.  Memb.  (1981-84, 87-90),  Dept. 

Uniformed  Grp.  Chmn.  (1984-1988). 
William  F.  Donahue,  Dept.  of  Florida.  Nat'l. 

Security  Council  Vice-Chairman  (1991-99), 

Dept.  Sgt.  At  Arms  (1993-97),  Dept.  Blood 

Donor  Chairman  (1989-1993). 
Charles  G.  McKenzie,  Dept.  of  Texas.  Natl  M&PA 

Committee  Memb.  (1967-72),  Dept.  Vice 

Comm.  (1971-72),  Nat'l  Rehab  Comm.  Adv. 

Bd.  Memb.  (1971-72),  Dept.  Rehab.  Chmn. 

(1972-76),  Dept.  Cdr.  (1976-77),  Nat'l 

Cemetery  Memb.  (1977-80). 


Charles  R.  Aggen,  Dept.  of  Idaho.  Dept.  Cdr 
(1976-77),  Dept.  Conv.  Chmn.  (1988-95), 
Dept.  Ed.  &  Schshp.  Chmn.  (1977-85),  Dept. 
Law&Order  Chmn  (1975-76),  Dept.  Tro- 
phies&Awds.  Chmn.  (1976-77),  Dept.  Vice- 
Commander  (1975-76),  Nat'l  Exec.  Comm.  Alt. 
Memb.  (1978-80),  Nat'l  Emp.  Cmte.  Chmn. 
(1977-80). 

Charles  Pesso,  Dept.  of  New  York.  Dept.  Internal 
Affairs  Chmn.  (1986-99),  Dept.  Vice  Comm. 
(1971-72),  Nat'l  Dist.  Guests  Comm.  Memb. 

1966-67  ,  Dept.  Citizens  Flag  Alliance  Chmn. 

1994-99  ,  Nat'l  Leg.  Comm.  Memb.  (1962- 


Don't  Let  Your 
Savings  Go  AWOL 

MBNA®  GoldPortfolicP Deposit  Accounts 


Invest  in  American  Legion-sponsored 
deposit  accounts  to  fortify  your  invest- 
ment portfolio.  As  a  member  of  the 
American  Legion  or  the  Legion  Auxiliary, 
you  can  take  advantage  of  MBNA's  high- 
yielding  fixed-rate  CD  or  liquid  savings 


money  market  account— with  rates  that 
have  consistently  ranked  among  the  best 
nationwide.  And  both  give  you  the  securi- 
ty of  FDIC  insurance  up  to  $100,000  per 
depositor.  Call  today  to  speak  with  an 
Investor  Services  representative. 


Call  1-800-900-6653,  ext.  6324 

Monday  through  Friday,  8  a.m.  to  8  p.m.,  and 
Saturday,  8  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  (Eastern  time). 


99),  Nat'l  Leg.  Comm.  Vice  Chmn.  (1960-62, 
1986-89),  Nat'l  Leg.  Comm.  Chmn.  (1989-99), 
Nat'l  Leg.  Council  Memb.  (1976-82, 1987-90), 
Nat'l  Leg.  Council  Vice  Chmn.  (1993-94, 
1999),  Nat'l  Vets  Planning  and  Coord.  Grp. 
Memb.  (1989-99). 


America's  First 
Commemorative 
Proof  Coin... $9.95 


In  1982,  the  U.S.  Mint  issued  the 
George  Washington  250th  Birthday 
silver  half  dollar  proof  for  $12  and 
it's  listed  for  up  to  $17.  Through  this 
special  offer,  you  can  acquire  yours 
for  just  $9.95  each,  3  for  $28.50,  5  for 
$47  or  10  for  $89  (Order  #13503).  Add 
just  $2  postage.  30-Day  No-Risk  Home 
Examination:  Money-Back  Guarantee. 
To  order  by  credit  card  call  toll-free. 
Or  send  a  check  or  money  order  to: 
International  Coins  &  Currency 
62  Ridge  Street,  Dept.  3940 
Montpelier,  Vermont  05602 

1-800-451-4463  [3940 


Flannel  Lined 

Pants 


Send  pairs  of  slacks,  r 


□Check  DMasterCaj-d 


Zl^Sofr  CASUALS 


□  Mr.  □  Mrs,  □  Ml. 


i  Guaranteed  or  Full  Refund  of  Purchase  Price  at  Any  Time. 
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You  Can 

Count  On 


oving  Services 


North  American 

Van  Lines 
1-800-524-5533 
ID#  Membership  Card 

American  Red  Ball 
World-Wide  Movers 

1-800-877-7332 
ID#  Membership  Card 

Atlas  Van  Lines 
1-800-847-6683 
ID#  Membership  Card 


Travel  Services 


Days  Inn 
1-800-268-2195 

Howard  Johnson 
1-800-769-0939 

Ramada  Inn 
1-800-462-8035 

Travelodge 
1-800-545-5545 

(Always  use  ID#  00020204) 

Choice  Hotels 
International 
1-800-4-CHOICE 
ID#  Membership  Card 

Avis 
1-800-331-1212 
ID#  G343600 

National  Car  Rental 
1-800-CAR-RENT 
ID#  5176669 


Financial 
Services 


MBNA  America 
Bank,  N.A. 

(Ask  about  other 
services  available) 
1-800-847-7378 
ID#  J8P2 

The  American 
Legion  Annuity 
1-888-353-4466 
ID#  Membership  Card 


American  Legion 
Services 


Customer  Service 
1-800-433-3318 
cs@legion.org 

Emblem  Sales 
1-888-453-4466 
emblem@legion.org 

Americanism/ 
Children  &  Youth 
1-317-630-1203 
acy@legion.org 

Legislative 
1-202-861-2740 
leg@legion.org 

National 
Emergency  Fund 
1-800-433-3318 
ia@legion.org 

Veterans  Affairs 
1-202-861-2758 
var@legion.org 

55  Alive 
Driver  Education 

Course 
1-888-227-7669 


Health  Services 


Discount 
Prescription  Program 

RxAmerica 
1-800-905-9818 
ID#  Membership  Card 

Eye  Care  Plan 

of  America 
1-800-221-3272 
ID#  Membership  Card 


Insurance  Services 


Union  Fidelity 
1-800-523-5758 
ID#  Membership  Card 

Hartford  Life 
Insurance  Company 

1-800-542-5547 
ID#  Membership  Card 

TriCare  Supplement 
1-800-542-5547 


Internet/Computer 
Services 


Internet/Homepage 
Provider 

iBelong 
//legion. ibelong.com 

Computer  Provider 

Gateway 
1-888-882-1289 


Employment 
Services 


Hire  Quality 
1-800-414-4733 
www.hire-quality.com 


legibh  shopper 


VIAGRA  ALTERNATIVE 


MOVING? 


IMPOTENCE  SOLUTION  AND  PREVENTION 
WITH  COMPLETE  VACUUM  THERAPY  SYSTEM 

•  Our  system  comes  with  four  rings, 
our  competitors  comes  with  none! 

•  No  prescription  required 

•  Shipped  in  a  plain  package  ■— 
to  your  door  ' 

•  Medicare  patients  may  qualify  address 
for  a  device  with  no  cost  to  them  ' 


TOLL  FREE  888-231-2486 


NAME. 


CITY- 


ZIP- 


IMPO  TEC 
6757  A  HA  PA  HO 
STE711,  BOX  333 
DALLAS,  TX  75248 


CHECK/VISA/MASTERCARD/DISCOVER 

SIGNATURE  


HAT  PINS-MEDALS 


FREE  COLOR  CATALOG 

2500+  Military  Designs 

Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  Marines 

Call  now!  Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

Custom  pins  &  patches  available. 
Dealer  inqi. 


Hoover's  Mfg. 


Co. 

51354 


CLASSIFIED 


HERNIA 


APPLIANCES 

FOR  COMFORT! 

When  you  slip  into  a  gen- 
uine BROOKS  Appliance  I 
you  can  enjoy  heavenly  I 
comfort  night  and  day  at  I 
work  or  at  play!  Thirteen 
million  sold,  since  1880.  You  buy  direct  from  the 
factory  -  never  sold  in  stores  -  beware  of  imitations. 
Only  the  highest  quality  materials  and  workman- 
ship. (Especially  for  older  people  who  wish  to  avoid 
unnecessary  operations  for  reducible  rupture).  Send 
for  our  FREE  illustrated  booklet  with  no  obligation. 
BROOKS  APPLIANCE  COMPANY  (Medicare 
960  State  St.,  Marshall,  MI  49068    Pays 80%) 


SEND  ADVERTISING  COPY 
AND  REMITTANCE  TO: 

Joan  Rizzo 
Classified  Advertising 
The  American  Legion  Magazine 
c/o  Fox  Associates,  Inc. 
347  5th  Ave.,  Suite  1110 
New  York,  NY  10016 

(212)  725-2106 
FAX  (212)  779-1928 


SUSPENDER  WEARERS!  Frustrated  with  clips  that  con- 
stantly slip  off  your  pants?  Our  suspenders  feature  patent- 
ed  "no-slip  clip".  Brochure/order,  (800)  700-4515.  

ARROWHEADS/INDIAN  CRAFTS 


BOOKS  &  MAGAZINES 


DO  YOU  HAVE  A  BOOK  to  publish?  Established  publish- 
er can  help.  Contact  Pentland  Press,  Dept.  AL,  (800)  948- 
2786.  

CASINO  SUPPLIES/PLAYING  CARDS 


CATALOG,  (800)  233-0828. 


COATS  OF  ARMS 


500,000  NAMES,  32  COUNTRIES.  FREE  CATALOG.  The 
Ship's  Chandler,  Dept.  L,  Wilmington,  VT  05363.  (305) 
375-9469.  www.coatsofarms.com. 


All  classified  advertising  is  payable  in  advance  by 
check  or  money  order.  Please  make  remittance  payable 
to  "The  American  Legion  Magazine."  RATES:  $23  per 
word.  Count  street  addresses  and  box  numbers  as  two 
words;  all  city,  state  and  zip  codes  as  three  words. 
CIRCULATION:  2,700,000  per  month.  DEADLINE:  Adver- 
tising copy  must  be  received  60  days  before  cover  date  of 
issue  desired.  All  advertisements  are  accepted  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  publisher. 

MISCELLANEOUS  

SENECASMOKES,  DISCOUNT  CIGARETTES.  Cartons 
start  at  $12.50.  Call  toll  free,  (877)  234-2447. 
www.senecasmokes.com.  

MONEYMAKING  OPPORTUNITIES  

WWW.FUTURE-WORLD.COM/CGI-BIN/CLONEME/22149. 

OF  INTEREST  TO  ALL  

COLD  WAR  VETERAN  VICTORY  MEDALS!  (530)  550- 
0392,  www.falloutproducts.com. 

BENEFITS  DENIED?  Contact  attorney  and  veteran  H.R. 
Moroz,  www.bcity.com/lawyer  or  P.O.  Box  5505,  St. 
Marys,  GA  31 558. 

WWW.BLMALL.COM/MALL/A1  .HTM. 


WWW.  FLAGSOFTHEWORLD.COM. 
WWW.USIMAGES.COM. 


NICE  SINGLES.  Amazing  results.  FREE  magazine.  Send 
age.  Singles,  Box  310-ALM,  Allardt,  TN  38504. 
http://members.aol.com/spiritlif/homepage.html. 


FREE  DEBT  RELIEF!  Not  a  loan.  Not  bankruptcy.  Lower 
payments/interest  instantly!  Private.  Call  Amerix,  (800) 
570-3021,  (ext.  4129). 

ASIAN  WOMEN!  Overseas,  marriage-minded.  Sunshine 
International  Correspondence,  Box  5500-HK,  Kailua-Kona, 
HI  96745-5500.  (808)  325-7707,  http://sunshine-girls.com. 

FOR  SALE 

TRAVEL/RECREATION 

"LONELY  OLD  SAILOR"  cassette.  (888)  356-6653. 

HAWAII  RENTALS,  (800)  367-5205. 

DRUM  SANDER  $139.95.  Exposure  special  $60,  S-H  $18. 
Money  back  guaranteed,  (800)  439-9491.  E-mail: 
elg18@TTc-cmc.net. 

WANTED 

GARRISON  HAT  7  3/8",  (718)232-9722. 

GIFTS 

OLD  FISHING  TACKLE  before  1950,  (800)  685 
#03,  (800)  253-4899. 

-2797,  Pin 

CRIBBAGEBOARD.COM,  (877)  PEGGERS. 

OLD  GUITARS,  (800)  451-9728. 

HEALTH  &  HEALTH-CARE  PRODUCTS 

BOY  SCOUT  PATCHES,  (940)  455-2519. 

END  CONSTIPATION  FOREVER,  (800)  809-4696. 

SWORDS,  (800)  798-6167. 

INVENTORS 

WINE  &  BEER  MAKING 

PATENTING-LICENSING  21  YEARS  EXPERIENCE,  (800) 
446-4264,  http://www.inventionhelp.com. 


northAmerican  Offers 
Moving  Discount 

SAVE  40% 

On  Your  Next 
Interstate  Move! 

North  American  Van  Lines  offers 
American  Legion  members  a  40% 
discount  on  interstate  moves.  Let 
North  American,  the  world's  largest 
professional  mover,  transport  your 
household  goods  with  moving  ser- 
vices to  meet  every  need  and  budget. 
In  addition  to  saving  40%,  you  will  re- 
ceive up  to  $50,000  coverage  on  your 
household  goods  at  no  charge. 

For  more  information  or  a  free 
estimate,  call  Andy  Mento  at  Quality 
Movers/North  American  Van  Lines. 

1-800-524-5533 


Hearing  Aids!  Free  Catalog! 


Low,  Low  Prices ! 
*Huge  Selection! 
m  *45  Day  Trial ! 
*Write  For  Catalog! 


MONROE  HEARING  AID  CORP. 
P.O.  Box  A-3976  DEPT.  AL 
CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS.  60690 


STATE  COMMEMORATIVE  QUARTERS 


Delaware       Pennsylvania    New  Jersey 

ANY  3  FOR  $1.95  (FREE  POSTAGE) 


Sturdy  16  x  26 
Wall 
Plaque 

(Holds  all  50  States)\ 

Village  Coin  Shop 
P.O.  Box  207,  Dept  A 
Plaistow,  NH  03865 
Phone  1-800-782-9349 
All  Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 

Satisfaction  guaranteed 
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LEGION  SHOPPER 


The  Last  Silver  Dollars  of  the  Century 
1999  American  Silver  Eagles 


Offer  Expires 
December  31^ 

1999-  rSP5^* 

f 

am 

%■  \^$^T95 

Eastern        Sfc-       — '  ^  I  when  Purchasing 

,5  coins  or  more 

offering  the  new  1999  American  ■  

Eagle.  The  purchase  price  is  $7.95  per  coin  Each  coin 
is  Brilliant  Uncirculated  and  contains  One  Oz.  of  Pure 
Silver  .999  Fine.  We  reserve  the  right  to  limit  quantity. 

5  Coins  $39.75+3.00  P&H  (Total  $42.75) 

10  Coins  $79.50+$5.00  P&H   (Total  $84.50) 

20  Coin  roll  in  Original  U.S.  Mint  tube  with  Treasury  Seal. 

for  $159.00  +  $8.00  P&H  (Total  $167.00) 

Minimum  credit  card  charge  is  $50.00  or  more.  Prices  are 
subject  to  change  without  notice.  N.Y.  residents  add  sales  tax. 

Order  Toll  Free  1-800-835-0008 

Eastern  Numismatics,  642  FranklinAve  , Garden  City,  NY  1 1530 
Visit  uson  the  INTERNET  at  http://uscoins.com  Dept.  AL. 


HEARING  AIDS 

upto  60%  SAVINGS 


This  is  all 
you  wear! 


30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU  BUY 


GUARANTEED  LOWEST  PRICES! 

•  ALL  MAKES  &  MODELS    •  TERMS  ARRANGED 

•  30  YRS.  EXPERIENCE      •  ALL  MAKE  REPAIRS 

•  CUSTOM  INSTRUMENT  SPECIALISTS  • 

FOR  FREE  INFORMATION  CALL: 

1-800-323-1212 

We're  the  oldest,  biggest  and  best 

LLOYDS,  DEPT.  AL    BOX  1645,  R0CKF0RD,  IL  61110 


BUY  FACTORY  DIRECTS 


Super 
Heavy 

Steel 
Buildings 


30x44  47x  100 
40x60    50x  120 


Inventory  vanes 
Factory  Direct  ■  Toll  Free 

800/715-6482 


HealthDri 

INCONTINENCE  UNDERGARMENTS 

Underwear  That  Keeps  Your  Secret! 
For  a  dealer  near  you  call: 

#TransAqua 

1-800-769-1899 

http://www.trans-aqua.com 

Completely  Washable,  No  Liners,  &  Saves  Up  To  $1,000  a  Year  Over 


Display  YOUR  Military  Awards! 


3000  Official  Medals,  Patches  &  Insignia 
■HHHH  All  Services,  WW  II,  Korea,  Vietnam 
||jHEIfl|  •  All  Your  Medals,  Miniatures  &  Ribbons 
S|h|H  •  All  Your  Badges,  Insignia  &  Patches 

II  •  Your  Display  Case  Mounted  &  Engraved 
i^JH  •  Flag  &  Sword  Cases  •  Your  Ship  Photos 

^  i ,        ■  for  your  FREE  Color  Catalog 

□P"  Call  1-800-486-1651 

Medals  Of  America  •  1929AN  Fairview  Rd.  Fountain  Inn,  SC  29644 


m  m  *  # 

t  * 


Visit  our  Web  Store  @  WWW.USmedalS.com 


Military  Rings 


Your  "Classic 
Military  Ring  will  be  a| 
treasured  symbol  of  youri 
service.  Over  80  rings  to 
choose  from.  | 
Men's  ring  prices  starti 
at  $127.  60  day  money-1 
|  back  guarantee.  Call  for  a  FREE  color  brochure:  | 
■  (5  0  3  )  731-9  2  5  6  (24  hr.  recorded  message).  i 

Or  write:  Classic  Military  Rings,  435  SE  85th 
I  Dept.  A-1199,  Portland  OR  97216.  I 
I  Visit  our  website  at  www.ClassicRings.com  I 
t  CodeA-1199j 


is,  lor  20  years 
irjme  is  tor 
building  available  today 


Call  for  FREE  brocnure  or       |8U0)  608  000 1 
sendS19.95($5slhlfor        P0  Box  479  AL 
Italy,  TX  7 


V  Slot  Machines 
4  Poker  Chips 
♦  Video  Poker 


*  Gambling  Books  *  Computer  Programs, 
V  Las  Vegas  Nite  Supplies 

*  Playing  Cards  ♦Roulette  Wheels 

*  VHS  Gambling  Tapes 

&GAMELG 

g  800  S.  MAIN  ST.,  LAS  VEGAS,  NV 


Call  800-322-2447 

Fax  702-366-0329  •  In  Nevada  702-382-9903 
www.ggss.com  or  E-mail:  ggs@fiax.net 


xzzzzzzzzzzzzzza 


Amigo  Mobility  International 
Salutes  You!  \: 


Made  in  USA 


With  over  thirty  years  of  experience  we 
are  dedicated  to  providing  people  who 
served  our  country  with  mobility  and  independence. 
Call  for  a  FREE 
Friendly  Wheels  magazine 

1  -800-MY-  AMIGO 

www.  my  amigo.  com 
Government  Purchase  Available  If  Eligible 


XXX2XX2XX2XZXXX 


AWARD  CASES 

ALSO  MEDALS  AND  RIBBONS 
Solid  hardwood,  gunstockwalnutfinish.  Full  1 " 
between  glass  and  black,  blue,  red  or  white 
velvety  mounting  board.  5"x7"  -$18.95, 
8"x10*  -$24.95,  11  "x14*  -$29.95, 
14"x20*  -  $39.95,  20"x24"  -$59.95.  Add 
$5.00  shipping  per  case.  (No  RO.  Boxes) 
R.  ANDREW  FULLER  COMPANY 

Box  2071  -L,  Pawtucket,  Rl  02861 
VISA/MCAccepted  (WritelorFREECatalog) 


Solid  Wood  Flag  Case 
Oak  $49.95 
^       <nSS»^h    Cherry  or  Walnut  $59." 

(plus  7.50  ea.  S/H) 


Goodstuff  America 
PO  Box  3709 
Hickory,  NC  28603 


888-597-8833 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


imm  shopper 


VIAGRA.  DIDN'T  WORK? 


.  NOW  AVAILABLE  WTHOUT 
A  PRESCRIPTION 

.  NOW  AVAILABLE  AT  ALL 
ECKERD  DRUGSTORES 
AND  SNYDER  DRUGSTORES 

.  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION  CALL: 

1 -800-475-3091 

*  Viagra  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Pfizer 


Encore  Medical,  Inc.,  1002  N.  Central  Expressway.,  Ste.  341,  Richardson, TX  75080 


It's  right  at  Eckerd!' 


Or  Buy  a  20-Coin  Roll  and  Save  $3 1  ' 

ONLY  $279.00 

Mi  $J.OO  f&H  •  M  Major  Credit  Ms  Accepted 

CALL  TOLL  FREE  I  888  260  8 1 1 

Of!  SEND  PAYMENT  TO: 

9  Susan  Drive  •  Wading  River,  New  York  I  1 792 


TELL  THE  WORLD  YOU  SERVED! 


ARMY-NAVY 
AIR  FORCE- 
DESERT  STORM  RINGS  AVAIL 

PRESTIGE  RINGS  you'll  wear  with  pride  World  s  largest  selection  ol  military 
rings  Over  1000  combinations  Visa  or  MasterCard  Money  Back  Guarantee1 

Send  $2  tor  full  color  catalog  today. 
T-J  JEWELRY  CO. 

P.O.  Box  12229  Prescott,  AZ  86304 

>  Royal  Military  Jewelry) 


TIRED  LEGS? 


Men's  Support  Socks  helps 
I  prevent  &  relieve  leg  fatigue. 

FIRM      EXTRA  FIRM        Black,  Whit,  ~~ 

15-20  20-30  Navy,  Gray 

mm  Hg         mm  Hg  Brown,  Tan 

$11.95  $11.95 
M,L 

1-800-334-8820 


MEN:  BE  TALLER 


TIRED  OF  BEING 
CONSIDERED 
SHORT?  Try  our 

quality  footwear. 
HIDDEN  height 
increaser  inside 

shoes.  Will  make   

you  up  to  3"  TALLER.  Over  1 00  styles.  Extremely  com- 
fortable. Discreet  packaging.  Sizes  5  to  12.  Widths  B  to 
EEE.  In  business  since  1939  MONEYBACK  GUARAN- 
TEE! Call  or  write  for  FREE  color  < 
shoes.com 


atalog. 


ELEVATORS®  Q 

RICHLEE  SHOE  COMPANY,  DEPT.  AL9N 
P.O.  BOX  3566,  FREDERICK,  MD  21705 


1-800-343-3810 


!ARN 


Badge-A-Minit 


Yes,  it's  really  possible  by  making  and  selling  bright, 
colorful  pinback  buttons.  Buttons  cost  less  than 
40C  to  make  and  can  in  turn  be  sold  for  $1  00_ 
or  more!  Sell  your  Badge-A-Minit  buttons  at 
fairs,  flea  markets,  conventions  and  more 
Or  promote  your  upcoming  fundraisers 
by  wearing  buttons  around  town! 

Our  Starter  Kit  is  only  $29.95  (IL  res. 
add  $1.95  tax)  and  contains 
everything  you  need  to  get 
started.  Call  to  order  or 
request  a  FREE  catalog! 


Badge-A-Minit,  Dept.  AL1199,  Box  800,  LaSalle,  IL  61301 
Call  300  -  223  •  41  03 


All  Divisions...  all  Air  Forces...  all  Wars... 
Hats  -$15.95  (Add  $7.95  Scrambled  eggs) 
All  Ship  Hats -$19.95 -$29.95 
Postage  &  Handling  $4.95 
(add  $1.00  per  each  additional  hat  for  P&H) 

Mail  to:  Military  Matters:  Dept.  AL-19 
P.O.  Box  191  Honeoye  Falls,  NY  14472 
716-624-5256 10am-5pm  M-F 


America's  Highest  Quality, 
Lowest  Priced  Steel  Buildings 


ARE  ON  SALE! 

SAVE  A  C% AND  MORE 

UP  TO  HI  iji.ij.ji.ij.hu  J.IJ.I. 


Steel  Building  Systems  LEFT  OVER  FOR  A  WORKSHOP 

1-888-781-6629  ext#h36 

www.straightwallsteelbldgs.com 


RHODES  HEARING 
FREE  CATALOG! 


MINI-CANAL 


SAVE  HUNDREDS! 
45  DAY  TRIAL! 


EYEGLASS  HEARING 
WITH  A  SIMPLE  TUBE  FITTING 
LEAVE  THE  EAR  CANAL  OPEN 


$199 


r         CALL  OR  WRITE: 
I     RHODES  HEARING 
I  DEPTR11, 
1       BROOKPORT,  IL  62910 
I  1-800-320-3300  EXT  R11 
L  FOR  YOUR  FREE  CATALOG! 


*Y     Veterans!  2 

Send  for  a  Veteran  Catalog  for  $1.00;  XMf 

PIECES  OF  HISTORY  Z> 

P.O  Box  7590,  Depl  AL,  Cave  Creek,  AZ  85337 


Call: 602-488- 1377  Fax:  1- 800-438- 1316 


NEW  AUTHORS 

PUBLISH  YOUR  WORK 

ALL  SUBJECTS  CONSIDERED 
WRITE,  OR  SEND  YOUR  MANUSCRIPT  TO: 

MINERVA  PUBLISHING  CO. 

1001  BRICKELL  BAY  DR.,  #2310,  MIAMI,  FL  33131 


njoy  an  active 
rewarding  lifestyle! 

Scooter  Lifts  &  Ramps  Available 
Quality  &  Savings  You  Deserve! 

1-800-229-1317 
Scooter  Discounter? 


U.S.  MILITARY  MEDALS-PINS 


FREE  EXPERT  RIBBON  MOUNTING 
LOW  PRICES-FASTEST  SERVICE 
TOLL  FREE  TEL  1-80O-864-5062 

VETS  SUPPLY  LINE 

10650  Co.  Rd.  81  #131 


Maple  Grove,  MN  5 

""  "•$1.00  FOR  40  PAGE  C 


VISA  •  MC  •  NOVUS  •  DISCOVER  ACCEPTED  I 


CUSTOM  NAVY  SHIP'S  CAPS 
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PASTIME  SHOTS 


"Don't  go  in  there!  It's  full  of  vets!" 


Age 

Years  ago  we  discovered  the  exact  point,  the  dead  center  of 
middle  age.  It  occurs  when  you  are  too  young  to  take  up 
golf  and  too  old  to  rush  up  to  the  net.  -  Franklin  P.  Adams 

Middle  age  is  that  time  of  life  when  you  can  afford  to  lose  a 
golf  ball,  but  you  can't  hit  it  that  far.  -  Anonymous 

Retirement  at  sixty-five  is  ridiculous.  When  I  was  sixty-five 
I  still  had  pimples.  -  George  Burns 

"Don't  worry  about  senility,"  my  grandfather  used  to  say. 
"When  it  hits  you,  you  won't  know  it."  -  Bill  Cosby 


"Yes,  you  are  big-boned.  But  make  no  mistake,  there's 
plenty  of  fat  wrapped  around  those  bones." 


"Did  I  miss  anythingf 


Money 

My  problem  lies  in  reconciling  my  gross  habits  with  my  net 
income.  -  Errol  Flynn 

Two  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  important  to  me.  It  will 
feed  my  horses.  -  Zsa  Zsa  Gabor 

The  safest  way  to  double  your  money  is  to  fold  it  over  once 
and  put  it  in  your  pocket.       -  Frank  McKinney  Hubbard 

I  was  alarmed  at  my  doctor's  report:  He  said  I  was  sound  as 
a  dollar.  -  Ronald  Reagan 


"For  somebody  who's  in  favor  of  School  Choice,  you 
sure  do  get  mad  when  I  choose  to  stay  home." 


72  •  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE  •  NOVEMBER  1999 


DrScholls 


®  weirs  g&KM^Sofr  f\t% 

CASUALS  cS$ 


95 

per 
pair 


For  over  90  Years,  Dr.  Scholl's®  has  been  keeping 
feet  Healthy  and  Comfortable!  Now  here  is  everything  you 
want  in  a  shoe,  in  this  one  Very  Handsome  Dr.  Scholl's®  Casual! 
Still  only  $29.95!  That's  for  Medium  and  Wide  sizes! 

•  Soft  supple  uppers  are  genuine  leather  with  durable 
man-made  counter,  quarter  and  trim! 

•  Easy  on/easy-off  Magic  Cling™  Closures!  j 

•  Foam  padded  throughout,  especially  around 
ankle  collars,  to  cradle  your  foot. 

•  Soft,  brushed  Nylex™  nylon  linings. 

•  Genuine  Dr.  Scholl's9  comfort  features  and 
heel  stabilizer  for  greater  support.  A 

•  lightweight  cushion  soles  Jtk 
with  traction  tread  make  walking  ^lll 
fun  again!  Imported. 

These  are  Genuine  Dr.  Scholl's® 
Shoes,  with  Dr.  Scholl's®  patented 
Advanced  Heel  Cushion  Insole! 

Ha  band  Exclusive!  a 

Not  in  any  store  anywhere.  Sm 
Don't  buy  imitations—  y 
order  direct  by  mail  from 
HABAND  only l 

,95 


per  pair 


Medium 
&  WIDE 
Widths 


©1999  Schering-Plough 
Jr  HealthCare  Products,  Inc. 

Manufactured  for  Clayton  L 

a  Pagoda  Company,  under  license 
Schering-Plough  HeolthCare  Producls,  Inc. 


$t*verSoit  CASUALS 


All 

sizes 


2  for  57.50 

3  for  84.95 


Haband  1 600  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Peckville,  PA  1 8452 


3)  7TC-40N 

WHAT 
SIZE? 

WHAT 
WIDTH? 

HOW 
MANY? 

I         D  and  EEE  Widths 
NO  EXTRA  CHARGE  FOR  EEE! 

7    Th    8    81/2    9    9%  10 
J         10/2    11     12  13 

C 

Taupe 

D 

Brown 

E 

Black 

H 

Grey 

™_~-^      Send  me  pairs  of  shoes.  I  enclose  $. 

$&^5  toward  postage. 
□Check  Enclosed    □Discover/Novus®  DVisa 
Card*  


.  purchase  price,  plus 


NO  POSTAGE  CHARGES  ON  THIS  ORDER! 


s  add  sales  lax. 

I 


□  Mr.  □  Mrs.  □  Ms. 
Mail  Address  ■ 


City  &  State 


Apt.  # . 
Zip_ 


1 00%  Satisfaction  Guaranteed  or  Full  Refund  of  Purchase  Price  at  Any  Time! 


1600  Pennsylvania  Ave. 
Peckville,  PA  18452 


For  fastest 
possible  service  call 


1-800-742-2263 


Order  24  hours  a  day, 
7  days  a  week 


Flannel 


Lined  Pants 

95 


2pr  OQi 
°n>y  A  *T 


BIG 
GUYS  TOO! 


rvi 


If  you  work  in  an  Ice  House,  a  Skating 
Rink,  or  if  you  just  want  to  cut  back  on 
heating  bills,  you  need  these  easy 
E-l-a-s-t-i-c  Waist  Buffalo  Plaid-Lined, 
Heavy-Duty  WORK-PANTS! 
•  Rugged  outside  is  tight-woven  wash  and  wear 
twill.  Takes  all  the  abuse  you  can  dish  out! 
•  Brushed  flannel  inside  is  soft  and  warm  — 
and  double  pre-shrunk  so  they're 
100%  machine  wash  &  dry  easy  care! 
•  FIVE  POCKETS!  Two  quarter  front 
pockets,  two  back  pockets,  even 
an  inside  coin  pocket! 
Easy-on  full  s-t-r-e-t- 
snap  front  closure 
1  Hefty  belt  loops  to  wear  with 
or  without  a  belt! 

Absolutely  the  Warmest, 
Comfiest,  Toughest 
Pants  a  Guy  Could 
Buy!  Under  $15 
a  pair.  That's  for 
ALL  sizes,  up  to 
waist  54! 
Order  Now. 


LooW. 


»/ 
ed 


All  slacks 
are  finest 
polyester/ 
cotton 
&  cotton/ 
polyester 
twill,  lined 
with  100% 
pure,  soft 
cotton 
fannel. 


Flannel  Lined  ^p*^^ 

Pants 


m 


3  for  43.75    4  for  5 


Haband  1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  Peckville,  Pennsylvania  18452 
Send  pairs  of  slacks. 


I  enclose  $  

purchase  price  plus  $3.95 
postage  and  insurance. 

GA  residents  add  sales  tax. 


Waists:  32  34  36  38  40  42  44 
Men's  Big  Sizes:  46  48  50  52  54 
Inseams:  S(27-28),  M(29-30),  L(31-32),  XL(33-34) 


7TF-04K 


□  Check 
□Visa 


□  MasterCard 

□  Discover/Novus'- 


Exp.:  /_ 

Card  # 


BLUE 


BLACK 


□  Mr.  DMrs.  DMs. 
Address   


 Apt.#  

City  &  State  Zip  

100%  Satisfsaction  Guaranteed  or  Full  Refund  of  Purchase  Price  at  Any  Time! 


1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue 
Peckville,  PA  18452 


m 


For  fastest  possible  service  call  1-800-742-2263  Order  24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week! 


